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CHAPTER I. 



CATBEiuirE^s expectations of plea- 
sure from hfer visit irt Milsom-street 
^^nere so very higft, that disappoint- 
ment was inevitable ; and accordinglyi 
theugh. sHe was most pofitdy received 
bf ©enef » TfFney, and kimd!y We*- 
corned by^ftii daughter, thougfr Henry 
way at* home, and no one else of^ die 
party^ she ftnrnd, on her return, with- 

ont spendftig- many hours in the exa-' 

» 

mihatioti' of her feelings, that she had 

gone to her appointment preparing for 

happTtress which it had not afforded, 

vox. II. B Instead 



( 2 ) 

Instea4 of finding herself imprcJved ia 
acquaintance with Miss Tilney, from 
the intercourse -of the day, she seemed 
hardly so intimate with her as before . 
instead of seeing Henry Tilney to 
^ greater advantage thaa ever, in the ease 
of a family party, he had never said so 
little, nor been so little ^agreeable; and, 
in spite of their father/s gr^t c^vilitfci^ 
to her — in spite of his thanks^ ia^ 
vitations, and conipliments-^it . had 
been a release to get away ixw^ 
hinu It puzzled her to account for all 
this. It could not be Geneml Tili^ey's 
fault. That he wa$t perfectly agreea^ 

ble and good-natured, and altogethier 

« 

a very charming man, did not admit pi 
a doubt, for he was tall and hspidsom^ 
and Henry's father. He could not be ^ 
accountable for his chilclren'a want of 

spiiits, 



* 
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ipirits, ot for her want of enjoyment 
in his company. The foimer •' she 
hoped at last might have been ac*; 
cidental, and the latter she could only 
attribute to her own stupidity. Isa- 
bella, on hearing the particulars of the 
jrisit, gave a different explanation: 
^It was all pride, pride, insufferable 
haughtiness and pride ! She had long 
suspected the family to be very high, 
and this made it x^ertain. Such inso- 
lence of behaviour as Miss Tilriey's 
;5he had never heard of in her life! 
Not to do the honours of her house with 
common good-breeding ! — ^To behave to 
her guest with such superciliousness 1 — 
Hardly even to speak to her !" : 

^ But it was not so bad as that, Isa* 
hdla; there was no superciliousness j^ 
she was very civil." 
/ \' -B2 "Oh! 
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"< Ok! «fem't defend teri And then 
the: btotiber, lie, who. had aftpeared aoi 
attadbni to jou! Good: hea»eiis!: 
well, somieL people"^ feeHngia ar^^mcom-^ 
pr^hensiblei And sa he l^apdly lookat 
<xiee ait yoiu the wbolc dajjr i" 

"I do not say so-; bufcte. did not 
teem in ^kkI spirits," ^ 

^^ How eontertipfei We ! Of all things 
in the iKxyrU: iiuconfitaircy is my a.irear^ 
siQxt.! Let me entoearf yba neveoltt 
think af huit agaH my cteat Cattas 
tiae.; indeed ho is uaworthy of yoit"' 

« Unwxxrthy ! I do* not suppose he 
wear thinks ef me.'' 

*^ Thai i& exactly vrhat I wyi; be 
never thinks of you» — Suck fickleness ! 
Qh2 how daf&aent tD youx brbthet and 
to nkie ! i rcfidly> brieve John kM 
the most constant heart/' 

«*But 



nitre yMiit would he im^mbh for 
my Inidy to behave to me with greater 
xiy^ty «iid attetntioit; it seemed to Ik 
Mft^toly capelx) ^xtertaki HkA rniiketipye 

^^ Oh ! I IcnDw BO harm of him ; I 

Wo not Milpect him x)f pnde. I believe 

4R»avtiygeoiUema9irhkenian« Jplm 

thinks Very well of ham, aanl Johnls 

.judgmcuit^— ^" . 

. ^ W^ril, I shWl «ce hofw they bd»vc 
io. me this evening; .wis. shall jneot 
:thc!mAttheitx)aQis.'^^ 
"Andrnwrflgo?" 
- '' Do not you iirttond it? I tho^jbt 
<t was ail'settled-'' ■ 
' ? N^) since yi»ii mnkt such a pomt 
iof rt^ I can Mfiise jbu nothing, fimt 
^do not insist n{ioii my being very 

B 3 agreeable^ 
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ilgrieable, for my heart, you know, will 
be some forty miles off, Aad as for 
dancing, do not mention it I beg ; 
that is quite out of the quest^cot. 
Charles Hodges will plague me to death 
I dare say ; but I shall cui him rery 
«hort/ Ten to one but He guesses the 
reason, and that is exactly whstt I wailP 
'to avoid, 60 I shall insist on hrs keep- 
ing his conjecture to himself."' ' . 
Isabella's opinion of the Tihi^s'did 
•not influence her friend; she was sure 
there .had been no insolence in the 
manners either of brother or sister; 
and she did not credit there being any 
Yride in their hearts. The evening re- 
•warded her confidence; she was met 
^ one with the same kindness, and by 
the other with the same attention as 
heretofore: Miss Tilney took paini^to 
. ' i be 
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be near ber, and Henry asked her ta 
dance. ^ ' 

* Having heard the da/ before itf 
MiUom-street, that their elder brother, 
Captain Tilney^ Was expected almost 
every hour, she was at no loss for the 
luune of a very fashionable-looking, 
l^ndsome young man, whom she had 
never, seen before/ and who now evi* 
dently belonged to their party. She 
looked at him ^ith great admiration, 
and even supposed it possible, that some 
people might think him handsomer 
&an his brother, though, in her eyes, his 
air was more assumifjig, and his coun- 
tenance less prepossessing. His* taste 
and manners were beyond a doubt de^ 
crdedly inferior; for, within her heaiv 
iipg, he* not' only protested a^inst 
every thought of dancing himself, but 

B 4 even 
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ing it possible. From the latter ciivewst^ 
•dtnce it may be ^esvOaed^ tkati what- 
mr might be <iut heroinir'ii f^pioioii df 
Ipwiy Ihs adiiuf atioA of her wts nOt of^ 
very ^an^gerotts kioid ; "Oot likely I0 
pMtiiK^ iitiiiiioBitie^ hatween the bro* 

N 

thet^ nw persecutjo&s to the hdfm 
Me cMnat 1»e the iiistigalOT of the 
three viiki»fi in horaemen's g^^t ooatil, 
by whooa «he will here^ftcff li^ iferbed 
mto a ta'avdlcag^haite and fom* , fi^^db 
wijU drive ofi^ with incredible n^pwAk 
Catberioe, tadailwbife, iwdistiirbed b|r 
pretteatBaaettts^ of ^iftob %n «val« or iMT 
a«y evil at all^ except that oif havisi; 
b«t a iriKHTt ^et to daHce dQwiiv eujofoA 
her ttSHal happioes^ with Hetiry Iiteey^ 
^iKftteoi^g with fiparkUtig^ cyf» to bvtq/t 
tijMig he mid; nod, ib fiiidtBgiiim ii^ 
i^efift^ible^ becoming so herself. 

At 



< 9 ) 
At the tod «f ihd fk^t dutiee, Cm^ 

>atid, much to Catheiitie's diMittisfto- 
tioa, pulled hin brother ttway^ They 
r^red whifipeiitig togiA^r ; atid, 
thoug)! h« ddicttle fe^nmbility did Wit 
take ijf^goipedfttt^ 4ahiriii, and lay it down 
^ ^t^ tbM Ca]»taki I'iln^ wutt liax^ 
heard scrnie maleVdkHiti «tiiftM(>r««8iMh 
4tioii of her, ^hkfa \n tMW higte^ed to 
DOttiMttBicate to hi^ rffii^&M^ la iSsk 
\t^ of Mpafating A^m fo^ ^rw, ^ 
ooald not have htt partner conveyed 
£potn her sight with-it v^ry utieMy 
iensatioM. Her susjpeiiM i^tnas pf Ml 
five minutes' dtiratioci^ afid she wm )i6^ 
gti|&mg to think it a very long 4^^^ 
of an hour, trhen they both returned, 
JSOiA an explanation was git'^n^ by 
■M^ry'a^ feq^esting to know^ if she 

B 5 thought 
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thdnght her fri^fid, Mi^sThorpe^ wtold 
have any objection to dancnxg, as 

« • 

his brother would be most happy tp 
be introduced to her: Catherine, with- 
6ut hesitation, replied, that she wa$ 
very sure Miss Thorpe did not mean to 
dance at ail. The cruel reply was 
passed on A0 the other, and he imme- 

•diat^y walked aWay. 

* 

" Your brother will not mind it I 
know," said she, " because I heard him 
- say before, that he hated dancing ; but 
.;it was vbry good-natured in him to 
'.think of it. I suppose he saw Isabella 
fitting down, and fancied she might 
.with for a partner; but he is quite 
.-mistaken, for she would not dancp upoli^ 
. any account in the world." 

Henry smiled, and said, " How very 
' little trouble it can give vou to under- 

stand 



stand the motive of other people^s ac- 
tions." 
« " Why ?— What do you njcan ?' 

** With you, it is not, How is such- 
a one likely to be ixiAueDced? What 
IS the inducement most likely to aet 
upon such a person^s feelings, age, si* 
tuation, and probable habits of life 
considered ? — ^but, hoW should / be in- 
flneacedy what would • be my induce* 
ment in acting so and so P". 
- " I do not understand you." 
^ "Then w« are on very unequal 
terms, for I understand you perfective 
well/' 

** Me? — ^yes; I cannot speak well 
enough to be unintelhgible.-' . 

"Bravo!— ran excellent satire on 
modern language." i 

f* 3ut pxay tell me what you mean// 
. . . . ; .. B 6 ^'ShaU 



((mi 

:^^9M I ipdecd?~D9 you r^y 
desire it? — But yoix are not awSLr^e of. 
the CQrm^nm^s ; it ^ill involve you 
in a v^ry «tuel embarrfMrn^Wt^ and 
69rtainly bris^ en a disagraetfi^nt be^ 
tvrcenm." 

• '' Not 90; it is^l iiot do i^(^; I 
am not afraid? ,.i 

f' Well then, I oisly mtont ti»t yow 
attiiliatiQg ray brotiii^'s uriab of dmcr 
ing with Miss Thoqpe to goodraatura 
alone, convinced me of your bong su* 
|«ricKr in good^natnre yoimelf^ all the 
fwt «f the woxW^*' 

Catherine blushed and disclaimed^ 
ind the gentleman's, predsctioni were 
verified. There wae a soDMsthingi how 
c^ty in his worda which te^vA her for 
the pain of confusion; and thiU: amnff* 
tinn^ oocnpied her mind m fi^deh^ that 
die drew back for some time, forget- 
ting 



getting Mdbere die wis ; tHl^ ibfiadd faf 
the vgice of Isabblla^ ^e liKiked u]i and 
9«i^^bei^ wMiiGafrtaui Tihiejr prepasmg 
to give them kftods atroas. 

isabdlit shnigged her shoikktefa 'UbA 
naiicfi, the only explanatMn of tbi* 
fsstftfioiliiiaiy chaaige whii^ tould, «t 
that tmie he^ pvmk; but ds i«wM iMt 
quite enough &r Cat^eme'^ l:ompr«^ 
iie»ioii^ ^eipoke her afitomshinent in 
Verj^ ptei* l^i»» tcr toer ^aitden 
• ' '^ i oftn!iiot tinmk h«rw^ it could hap* 
^A i Isabilla y$Bji t^ det^imiMd n<ft 

^ Ahd #id ^belk'Detei' ehai^her 

t : «v Oht i bat, bec^eufie — -*fcild ymt 
~lR^tfei»*i-H-A£ter what ymi t^ld hiiii 

^m me, how could he thi&k <»f g<h 

ing to «* her ■?• • 

"I call- 
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-' ^^ I caimbt take: suipme to myselj^ 
mi that. head. You bid me be sar^ 
priced am your friend^s account, and 
^irefore^I am ; . but as fdr my bro^^^ 
his conduct in the business, I must 
Own, has been no moj^e than I believed 
iuta perfectly, equal to. The fairness 
of your friend wa« an open attraction; 
her firmness^ yoii know, could only be 
.understood by yourself" 
I " You are laughing ; but, I assure 
you, IsabeHa is very firm in gieneral." 
... ^^ It is as: mudi as should .bo said of 
lany bue; To be always jBinn must be 
to be often obstinate. When properly 
jtp relax is the trial of judgment; and, 
without reference, to my l»otber, I 
f^aUy think Miss Thorpe his by no 
m^ans chosen ill in fixing on the pre- 
-iCTit. hoiur." . . 

Tlie friends were notfabla^logiet,to- 
' . i '• gether 
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'getiier lor amy confideiltial discourae 
tin «tll tt^ dancing ruTas Over; hftuttheD^ 
.as they walked about the room arm in 
aim, isafaella thus explained herself z—^- 
" I do not wonder at your surprize; 
and I am really fatigued to death. He 
is such a rattle ! — Amusing enough, if 
iny mind had been disengaged ; but I 
would have given the world to sit still/' 
" Then why did not you r" 
"Oh ! my dear I it would have looked 
so particular ; and you know how I 
abhor doing that. I refused him as 
long -as I possibly could, but he would 
take no denial. You have no idea 
bow he pressed me.* I begged him to 
Excuse me^ and get some other part- 
ner — but no, not he ; after aspiring to 
my hand, tiiere was nobody else in the 
room he coutd bear to think of; and iO 
; ,: - was 



( «<? ) 

wm mfc liMit ha wanted tBieidiy Jto 
{iBJOCOf be wanted to be witiiiM. ObJ 
jmdt: mmsense i — I told him fae had 
-token a veiy uiibkely vra^r t6 prevad 
»p0n me ; for, x>f all things in the 
iTDrld, I hated fine apeeches andcon^ 
^liipmts ;^-«-aIid si>: — l-and so then I 
ioinid' there iiroiild be ne peace if I 
did not stand up. Besides^ I thought 
Mrs. Hiighes, who introduced - him, 
joight take it Ul if I did liot^ ^nd 
i^'our dear bibtiber^ I afii;sur6 h«>)m)uld 
4iave hedi miserable if I Imd stt^MTA 
itfae wlwle eTiening« I am m gkd H 18 
inrer I My i^iiits ^re quite jaded wi& 
(listening to his honsenie : and thm^^^ 
beingt sttch a: «niu:t yeai^g feikysr^ i 
saw CYery eye wqa apon lao." 
. ^ He 19 vtiy ha]idaN>me indeed'' 
4. *' HaiudMsbel^^Yes^ 1 suppoie he 

*may* 
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him in general ; . tmt hk li ikot at ^1 lA 
JB^ Ulyle of ibewlty. I hate « filnid 
te99ipl€l!iM& Mud dack e^e0 itt^ a attfis^ 

jetmceited, I aip Bure.^ I iook hiA d^wn 

Wk&k the j^^Qttiig tadieft nejSrt mel^ 

$» <#»ctato« . Jaiti^ Maiiaiid'B #ee(Hi4 
jietter ini$ tfaeti ;reaeived| ^ndl^ kind 

A: liiifiiig» of : u^hidi ^M^ Moiiai$d y^m 
<hktipe^pikte(^ md i<i{3JutBni]lkeiDt,t:t^ajl)a^ 
^iHT hwidnod f>aiMdi. ^Q9Mdy Valii^ ^a^ 
to be resigned to his wn^^ isOon a» he 
JidKMfld he tifld ^iiHigb to take it; no 

4xirm9mi ^gifidly aasigiMHieiit f cf 4mfe 
0ieAtbikki^n. Ml etttatdoC at leaM 

equal 



tK}Uftl value, inoteoyer, miS assured aft 
las future inheritance. ' 

"James expressed hknself on the oc* 
€as^n with becoming gratitude; and 
the necessity' of waiting between two 
€tnd tli^ee years* before they coulA 
marry, being, however unwelcome, no 
ibofe than he had e^pectedy was bora 
by him without diiccmtent -Cathe*- . 
rine, whose eitpectations had bedn as 
infixed as her id^is of her father- s in^ 
<^me, ^nd whose judgment was now 
€trtirely led by hear brother, felt equally 
well satisfied, and heartily cdngratulat*- 
ed Isabella im having every thing so 
pleasantly settled. ^ 

'■ " It is very charming indeed," said 
Itel^lk^ with a grave face. " Mr. Mop- 
land ha9 behaved vainly handsome in- 
deed,^i said the gbntle Mrs. Thorpe» 

looking 
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looking anxiously at her daoglitef^ 

. I only ^sh I could do as much. One 

could not expect more from him yoa 

know. If he finds he €»n do more hy 

said bye, I dare say he will, for i ai|> 

sore lie must be an estcellent good 

Jiearted man. Four hundred is but n 

jmall income to b^in on indeed, bul 

your wishes, my dear Isabella, at^ sO 

:moderate, you do not considfer ho^ 

little yOu ever want, my dear.-* * 

o ** It is noton my own accouM I m^ 

:t&rvo^te;^ but I cannot bear to be th^ 

'inesuQs of injurmg my dear Md^land, 

•making him sit down upon an incoine 

hardly enough to find one in the com- ' 

mon necessaries of life. For myself, 

it is n<^ing' ; I bever Ihink of myseMC " 

"I know ybu never do^ my ^mp; 

■ Md you wfli jtlwayfc fiiid yopr rewiud 

• - in 



feel for youi Tfafeitenever ij|?^«e i^omig 
•wonMii SK^ bfbloveid <a$ ^^oci are byevery 
Jbo^y i^a£ kttQws^ ^ptm ; add I dair4BB^ 
n^to Mr. Mortond «W8 }K>ti, sr^ doer 
'idiiid-'^ut do Dpi tet nsdistevss&.iynr 
tdouF'Ga&eAnc by talkiMr of tasik 
.i^iig0. Mr. Jdbrlawl has faduMediJO 
iif&ty h^:»A0vai ytnl kiiow. I alfmyji 
tiMird bi^ w«» a jnwt coooell^iA; fnan.-; 
aind yoti.]|fi6w, aiydeary we atre iMlttD 
'toippoae but wfaati if yon had liad a 
fCiiteble fortune^ fae iiroald have ccvaa? 
,d0W& ti^tb «^methkig more, £>r I am 
jure hie mu0t bPia m»st libc»lHa><id<ri 

; /' N!olw4y Q«ni tWak ))ettef ^f &!?• 

■ 

ami. «rwy boi^ faiM « dglut fijOfdo, i«;bfit 
: „ they 
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tbejr Ui^e with th^m own money.^ 
CcHthecne w^s iuirt bj these iBaiiiw^ 

^ liiM py £%tAmr>ir$ipfoi«a$odi teflon g# 

dmt, my sweet Catherine, fberi. cjil^ 
»&t be a dMkt^ ami you kboVf nm:t^n 
<moi3gh to be mn that a much isMriM 
incMBe would satiafy me. H^ m Mi 
t^e waat of mbw^ vwmsy fhat malMt 
loe just at present a Ikde out .«f 
apicits ; I hate money ; a»d if ow mikm 
coald'take place now iip0tt onlgr.l^ 
pffimda a. year, I shomid not have a 
wish iinsati&fied. Ah! my C^thcmmf 
you have fonmck me mt Ihtwls tiir 
sting. The long, long, endieas Imi 
years and half that are to pass before 
yjouT l»othercan hold the living.'' 
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.^* Yes, yes, my darling ' Isabella,*? 
jsakl Mrs. Thorpe, " we , perfectly sec 
into your heart. You have no disguise^ 
^e* perfectly understand the present 
vexation ; and every body must love 
you- the better for such a noble honest 
affection."' ^ 

Catherine's uncomfortable feeling^ 
b^an to lessen. She endeavoured to 
bdieve that the delay of the marriage 
was the only source of Isabella's regret ; 
and when she saw her at their next 
interview as cheerful and amiable as 
ever, endeavoured to forget that* she 
had i for a minute thought otherwise. 
James soon followed his letter, and 
was iecei^^ed with the most gratifying 
kiiddness* - / ^ 



^HAP- 
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CHAPtE'll II. 



\* . M 



Th£ AUefis :b(ul now eatered oa the 
sixth week of their stay in Bath ; and 
iiriiether it should be the last, was for 
40^e time a question, to which Cathe- 
Etna .listed^ with a beating heart. 

« 

To have her acquiaintance with the 
Tilneys end so soon, was an evil which 
nothing . could cpunterbalance. Her 
whcAe happiness seemed at stake, while 
the affair was in suspense, and evety . 
tiling sec\»r<d when it was deteitnined 
tbai^t the lodgings should be taken fop 
sHififkber fprtiugbjti What this .addi<* 
tional fortnight w$ks ,to produCie . t6 her 
beyond the plefi^urf of sometimes 
seeis^; liQury Tilney, made but a small 

part 
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part of Catherine's speculation. Once 
or twice indeed, since James's engage- 
ment had ts^i^gbt ber /what could be 
done, she had got so far as to indulge 
ifi> a feecpet "* perfeapi^/* but in genehit 
t&e fdicity &S being wkb him tbv th» 
pfe&ent bounded her views: ^ pw? 
se^t was now compnsed^ in^ andlllM^ 
three weeks, and her happimss beiMg' 
certain for that pem«t, th€^ rest ^t htf 
Mfe was at such ar di^lanee as^^to' ex^it^ 
but' little interest In the eottiw ^ 
the manning which saw thif . buEM^ 
acrangod, :sheTitt{ted Mlis^ Tihiey,: ^esd^ 
^owtedt^ ^th her joyliil rfe«ib]^* I« 
wcais dtMmed to be a cfey of Wijd. V0 
sooner had slie expresiiMi her del^f 
m Mr. ASlk&'si Itogthfeiwed sttty, «1^ 
Mi» Tilnty fiokl k«r <if ^er teei^^ 
ha^g jttst detenauned^upon qw^inif 

Bath 
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Btfh by the «nd (yf afto^hcr -w^ck* 
Here was a blow ! The past suspense 
of ^ mommg had been ease and 
quiet to the present disappdintmeht 
Catfeerkie*s countefaattce fell, and in u 
voice of most stticepe oontietn she 
echoed MissTilney s concluding words, 
'^ By the end of aiiother week !^ 

*' Yes, my father can seldom be pre- 
vailed on to give the waters what I 
think a fair trial. He hstb been disap- 
poinded of some friends' ariival whom 
he expected to meet here, and as he is 
now pretty weii, ib m a hurry to get 
kome*" 

^ I iain very sotry for it," said Cathe* 
fine dgectedly, ** if I had known tMs 
before-^" 

" Pd-haps," said Miss Tilney in am 
«nfaamssed manher, •^ you wmdd be 

VOL. II. C SO 



( 26 ) 

ao good — it would make me very luq>f>(y 

if—" . • 

The entrance <kf her ^ father: pu t ^ stop 

to the civility, which Catherine "y^ti^ 

beginning to hope might mtroduce^ 

.desire of their corresponding. .Aft^r 
addressing her with his usual' potite- 
ness, he turned to his daughter ..and 

. said) " Well, Eleanor, may I coi^ra* 
tulate you on being successful in your 
applicaticm to your fair friend ?" 
^' I was just beginning to make tfae 

. request, sir, as you came in." . 

" Well, proceed by all means. ,1 
know how much your heart i& in it 
My daughter. Miss Morland," he con- 

. tinned, without learing his cbuigfattr 
time to speak, "has been forming a 
y&rsf bold wish* We leave Bath, as 

>he has. perhaps told you, on Satucdagr 

^ . ae'nnight 
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sc'iinight. A letter from my steward 
tells me that my presence is wanted at 
home ; and being disappointed in my 
liope of 'seeing the Marquis of Long^ 
town and Gjeiieral Courteney herri; 
some of my very old friends, there is 
•nothing to detain me longer in Bath. 
'And could we carry otir seliisli point 
with you, we should leave it without 
a sii^le regret* Can you,^ in short, be 
prevailed on to quit this sceae of pub- 
-liG triumph and oUige your Kriend 
Eleanor with your company in Glou- 
cestershire? I am almost ashamed t6> 
make the request, though its presump- 
tion would certainly appear greater io 
every creature in Bath than yoorself. 
•Mcfd^tysuch as your's— but not^* 
"the world would I pain it by crp«n 
firaise; If you can be ioduoed to ho- 
' . > c 2 noiir 
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ivre can ofTer yea skolhing like the 
{gaieties of t3m lively plaee ; we €84 
toBipt you neither by aniuseiiient nor 
t^lendour, for our made of living, fts 
you see, is plaia and unpretending; 
yet no endeavours shall he wasil:ing on 
our side to make Nortliaager Abbey 
not wholly disagreeable." 

Northaogcr Abb^ 1 — These wepc 
thriUing werda, and wound up Cathe- 
rine's itelingd to the highest poiat of 
tfctasy. Her gmteftil ai$d gratified 
heart ootdd haidly restrain its express 
juons withia &t lahguage of tolerable 
4raliiiae9s. To receive so flattering aa 
aikvitatioDL ! To have her company sfo 
m^armlj solicited! Every thi^ ho^ 
Qouiabte and sootiiingi ^eyeiy prieseat 

enjoy. 
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dgojnmoitv and <ctreiy ^ufe hope 
"WT^ ootttaquxi in/ it; and her $Cr 
ceptaiKpe^ ^th only the aavistg clftuse 
of papa and munmft'a appipobatioiar waa 
eagerly given.—" I will write home 
dIcectLyv''' savi i^e^ " atod: if ttiey dp 
mA <dgect9 u I dape aagr they will 

not -rr- . . . 

CecBienil -TSciey waa mot k99 sai^ 
guiat^ hatYing alreadjf waited <» ^ 
eagBiiiBa^frietufaritt PHdlieney*»tfeel, ^i^id . 
ofalaiaad dbriD aauadMH of Im M^slpti^; 
'^£inoe they ean caoaent. ti)' p^ wiith^ 
ym^'' ^d he, ^^ we say <e?ipeet^i)o^ 
sephy §nm ail die world/' 

Mias Tihifiy iB:as earnesti. thaiig^ 
geaitle^ in her secondary jciviUtii^s, asid 
tbeaflaiv became in. a fisw mimites 9a 
il^ariy settled, aa this necessary oefe* 
rence to FaUerton wouid; aJilovr. 

c3 The 
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- The circfuinstanoes of the morning / 
had led Catherine's fedtngs through ^ 
the varieties of susp^nse^ security^ and * 
disappointment; but diey were novr 
safely lodged in perfect bliss; and wijth ^ 
spirits elated to rapture, with Henry at > 
her heart, and Northkngcr Abbey <m 
her lips, she hurried home to -write- 
her letter. Mr. and Mrs. . Morlaod, 
Tfelyirig on the discretion of the friends 
to whom they had already eiitrusted 
their daughter, felt no doubt of. the > 
propriety of an acquaintance whidi 
had b^tir formed under their eye, aanid.^ 
sent therefore by return erf post their 
ready consent to her visit in Glou* 
cestershire- This indulgence, though 
not more than Catherine had hoped 
for, completed her conviction of being 
favoured beyond every othdr humaa 

creature. 
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creaMne, in friends and fortune, cir^ 
cumstaiice and chance. Every thing 
seemed to co*operate for h«r advan* 
tgge. By the kindness of her first 
friends the Aliens, she had been intro* 
duoed into scenes, where pleasures of. 
m^ kind had met her; Her feelings, 
htk preferences had each known the 
happdaess of a return. Wherever she 
£dt attacfaitient, she had. been able to« 
create it. The a£Section of Isabella 
was to be secured to her in a sister. 
The Tilneys, they, by whom above all, 
9h^ desired t» be favourably thoughti 
of, outstripped even her wishes in the 
flattering measures by which their in- 
timacy was to be continued. She was 
to be their chosen visitor, she was ta 
be for weeks under the same roof 
with the person whose society sh^ 

c 4 mostly 



1^ i^str^ this roof was to be tiie xooi 
of an abbejr ! — Her pa^cxa foi saasns&di 
^ificet^ wa» next in. degree to. haW 
paoskm. for Henry TUaiey-^asdl eiatin* 
and abbies^ made wswUy tiie cfaarnrof 
Ubose veyeries wkkk his knage did iw6 
filL To 8«e and explece eitiher tibd 
»mpait» and/ keep of the4ne^ ottiie 
oioiste^ of the odaier,< hadi bodai fiat 
many weeks a dajrliing w)ah, ttnugjb iK» 
be more than the visiter of. an hois]^ 
1^ seemed too* nearly iroposaible £bt 
de^re* A^ y^9 l^i^ ^vras tx» hafipeiUi 
Witb^ all the chancer agaimt her 06 
house^i hal^, place, pads, court,. 9lai 
eottage,' Northang^ turned up an 
abbey, and she was* to be ito inhabt* 
ta»l. Its k»ig, damp passages, its 
Harrow cdk and ruised qhapel, nem 
' .. . I to 
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ci»«niB^W;i8SfOf it ^iiWllmspniwkl^ 
b€bTi;. Thi^ i^^er ^ «^ily ]^it q«|]^ 
could account foi; it, A.^ikifn^i^ 
to which they had been bom gave no 
pride; Their superiority of abode was 
no more to them than their superiority 
of person. 

Many were ^^ inquiries she was 
eager to make of Miss Tilney; but 
so active were her thoughts, that when 
these inquiries were answered, she was 
hardly more assured than before, of 

c 5 North- 



( 34 ) 

Northanger Abbey having bcda a 
richly-endowed convent at the time of 
the Reformation, of its having fallen 
into the hand^ of an ancestor of the 
'^Tilneys on its dissolution, of a large 
portion of the ancient building still 
making a part of the present dwell- 
ing although the rest was decayed, or 
of its standing low in a valley, shel- 
tered from the north and east by 
rising woods of oak. 
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CHAPTER III. 

"With a nmid thus full of happinesi^ 
Catherine was hardly a^ware that twa 
or three days had passed away, with- 
out her seeing Isabella for more than 
a few ipinutes together. She beg^n 
first to be sensible of this, and to sigh 
for her conversation, as she walked 
along the Pump-room one morning, 
by Mrs* Allen's side, without any 
thing to say or to^ hear ; and scarcely 
had sh^ felt a five minutes' longing o£ 
friendship, before the object of it ap- 
peared,:and invitiijg hf r, to a secret 
conference^ led the way ,tO|a'seat. 

ff 

*^ This is my favourite place," said 
she, at they sat^down on a bench her 
twe^n the doors, which commanded a 

c 6 tolerable 
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tolerable view of every body entering 
at either, " it is so out of the way." 

Catherine^ observii^ l^at Isabella's 
eyes were continually bent towards 
one door or the. other, as in eager ex-* 
pectatttHi, and' Remembering Iwyw ofltea 
$hehad been febefy aecuscfi of beJng^ 
jtrch, thought the present a fine op-*' 
pbTtunity for being really ^; aoidf 
therefore gaily said, ** Do not be un>* 
easy, Isabella^ James will soon *be 
hcre^" ' 

'* Psha ! my dear creature/' she re* 
{iKed, *^ do not thiiik me such a. sitn^ 
pteton as to be always wanking to 
confine him to my elbow. • It would 
be hideous to be always together; wt 
should be the jest- of l3ie place. And 
so you are going ta Northanger !- 
I am amazingly glad of it. It i» one of 
the finest old places in England, I un^ 

derstand. 
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(itf staaeii. i aiiall depend upoii a moaif 
pacticulox desoviption. o£ itx^' 

^^ You shall certainly ha!f e the best 
in my power to |^^. Bot VKa are 
you kioking fi)r^ Are your sisMrd 
eoming?^'^ 

^* I> am not locdcing fer any faody^r 
One's ^^«s iMist be somewliere, and 
you know what ja foolish trick I h%re\ 
of fixing mine, when rUj tkoi^t« islre 
an hundred itilles oC I am amazingly 
absent; X b^tteve I am t^e most absent 
oreatttce in the wovld. Tibiey says it 
ts^ always lihe ease with minds of a ceM 
tafai stampt" 

'* But I t$^Migh«^ Mbell^ yo«L hud 
semethi^g^ in par^ietiHr to* teU m0 ?'^ 

^ OhI'yes, andso I havei But he»i 
19 a proof of what I was saying/ 1^ 
poor headt I ha4 <;uite fiKrgot it« 

Well, 
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Well, die thing is ihis^ I liave jiist had:: 
a letter from; John; — you can guess; 
die contents." 

*f No, indeed, I cannot." .; 

" My - sweet lovei do not be so 
abominably affected* What can he 
write about, but yourself? You know 
he is over head and eats in love ^th 
you." 

« Witk mcy dear Isabella !" 

" Nay, my sweetest Catherine, this 
is being quite absurd ! Modesty, an4 
all that, is very well in its way, btft 
really a little common honesty is some- 
times quite as becoming. I have no 
i4ea of being so overstrained ! It is 
fishing for compliments. His atten- 
tions were such as a cluld must have 
noticed* Aud it. was but half an hour 
before he left Bath, that you. gave him 

the 



( 99 ) 

tlie most positive ^ncouragemeiit He 
says so in this lett^, says that he as 
good as made you aii off^*, and that 
you received his advances . in the 
kindest way; and now he .wants me 
to urge his suit, and say all manner of 
pretty things to you. So it is in vain 
to affect ignorance/' 

Catherine, with iall the eamestness^of 
truth, expressed her astonishment at 
such a charge, protesting her inno- 
cence of every thought of Mt. Thorpe's 
being in love with her, and the cofr 
sequent impossibility of her having 
ever intended to encourage him. " As 
to any attentions on his side, I do.det 
cl^re, ^pon my honour, I never was 
sensible of them for a moment-r-ra:- 
cept just his asking me to dance the first 
day of his coming. And as to makiog 

me 



/ 
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md atf offer, or ftny thkg; 18« -i 
tibefer must tie i»$9nfi m^cm>xknUhh^ 

stood a tlmg of iixal kind> ^'QQ knojvr f 
-vr*and, as I eve? wisb to bo bidifiv^/ 1 
solemnly pixastest &at no syllaj^o of 

< 

siich a nature ever passed botwieoii v&s 
The last half hoiix before he went ' 
away!— it imist be nJI wsA' com* 
|}Jetely a mistake— 'for 1 did no* sec 
iama once that whcilie monim^ " 

**But fiwr^ yai* certafely did^ for 
fon spenit ^q whole: mommg in M 
gar'& Buildings— it was the day youir 
fith^r's consent camer-^iiill am pretty 
«Qire that you aiod John \mk alraie itt 
the parlour^ spine ttme before yoii h^ 
4Jie feAu$e:" 

« Ape yoi* }-r^W'e% it yoii my ity. it 
Vas so^ I (kre siy— rbut int tiie lift of 

me* 



ipi^ I catDDOt; nnbUeat it.'^I St re*' 
nuoibec now beu« wili» you,' »iid. 
suing him. 49 well as the rest^— but 
dot we woeeirvr alD&e for five «h^ 
nptes — Howreirer, it i» iiot'(v«ortl>«rgu^'. 
iwg adoouifc, for wfaalm^er itiigbt poss^ en 
\m sidcv yon i^Mt )i« Miivioced, b/ 
inifhatfnigBO tftdotleetdott of it, that* 
I tiehreir tbought^- b91c expected) bm' 
wished for any thing of the kind ftQW 
Um. I! am^exeesBively concerned tKat 
b^ lAi^uid ha;9ce any D^«rd fb» me*-^ 
bitt -mimd it bos beenqinleiminten^ 
txmal ob my side, I iievep had the 
0maflest tdeti of ^« P^^y undeeeive 
bimafl^seQst>a» yon e^n, and teH him 
I beg his pardon — ^that is — I do no^ 
know whafe I ought «e soy — bnt make 
him underalai(d what I meanyln the 
properest ws^y. I would .not speak 

dis- 
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diirea^c^ully df i broths of ydurs^ 
Isabella, I anoi surej but you knawi 
v^ry well. that if I icould thmk of one 
tjo^n uptore .thaDiranotb^r — it is not tbe. 
person." lobelia was sileat ** My 
d^r friend, you^ must ,not be ^^ry 
with me. I caniit)t suppose your bro* 
therr cares so very louch about me. 
And, you. kfiowf v^n'ifAmll stiUL.be 

. /^ Yes, yes," (with a blush) ^* there am 
mor^r way^> tban one of our being 
si0ter&— rBut wih^r^ am I wasbotermgi 
tp? — :Well| my dear Catheriue/thfe 
case sepms to b?, that you are deter-, 
])|^i]ie4 agiain^t poor J(^t-]s not it 
sor ' I. 

*^ I; certainly cannot return his af-: 
feptipn, and as cettai^ly n^er meant 

to encourage it/' - 

" Since 
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^^ Since that » the case^ I am sure 1: 

shall not tease you any further. John 

desired me to speajc to you : on the 

sutgeet, and tl^earefora I have* Butl' 

cosfess, as soon as I read his letter/ I 

J- 

thought it a very foolish, iihprudent 
business, and abt. likely to fwmoibgt 
tlie good of either; fdr what.wdre you. 
to live «pon>> aupposmg you came; to*' 
gether ? You have both of you some* * 
Hiing tofbe sure^ but it is not a tti&tr 
Ijatat will support ai family now^aHlag^'}; 
and after all that romtocers taiay si^yV 
tbere is; no doing without money* I^ 
only wonder . Jobn could thjuk of^ 
it; he. eould not have reoeived mj: 
last/' ■ • ... « . . - . f 

" You do acquit me. then of any) 
tfaing/wrong ? — You are convinced that 
1 ncvCT meant to deceive your bro- 

ther> 
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tlicr^ never siiiqpeetdtlmxioC liking nie 
tiU tbis nuamcat r'' . 

'"^ GO) ! as to l^a^" ttswered Isfdiclk? 
laugfcingfy, "^ I do' tank pf etend . t» ^duf^ 
terprane. .what ywxx tiiougfatft aji^ db»> 
sigBs im time paust ma^ have ieasu J^ 
tint Ln beit fciooTriL te ymarscifl <dL 
little hfamsiiesB fiirtaitioB or sa vaik 
ocdvtTy amd oner is o4^m^ (jianrn iMds tar 

iprolie&t(x 4rtandlijr« 3irt yoii.3iisg? be 
aanjrad I^Kit | am- the ki|s(t^'pen90& ioi 
tfeLe v;^M t4> judge yioo %ev^dtji. - i^ft 
tibose tyags^ should be attowtd for m 
youths axid high spii^its. Whflft ift» 
noeaim one day, you ksicfWy one siay^ 
not mean the next Circumsta2%oe» 
cba^ge, opinioiis ahei;." 

^^ But my opinion of yoim bro4dEiev> 
nerer didr altei*; it waaatir^d die 
« same. 



*j 
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iame. You ^uie dew^ing' wliat «inF«r 

' ^^ My dedrest CatiJ^erine," contmiKd 
tlie otbep wi4^out at all li^t^mg to 
her^ ^ I would laoti far all the^cirk) be 
^e mesons of hm^rying yc«i into an 
engag^floent before you knew wiiat 
you were abotft. I do aot tha&k aiv^ 
thing wo«M justify me in wisbing yew 
to sacrifice all your happiaes^ nteitely 
to oblige my brother, because he it my 
brother, and who perhaps af t^r dl, yDU 
know, might be just as happy without 
you, for people seldom know what 
they would be at, yoiing men espe- 
ciatly, they aw so amazingly change- 
able and incon^eant What I say is, 
.why should a bro&et's happineas he 
dearer to tne than a friend's? You 
know I carry my notions of fnend8h]{> 

pretty 



^mtty high. But, above all things^ 
my dear Catherine, do not be .in a 
hurry. Take my word for it, that if 
'you are in too gtcat a hurry, you will 
certainly live to repent it. Tilney 
says, there. is nothing people are so 
often deceived iu, as the state of their 
own affections, and • I believe he is 
• very right. : - Ah ! here he comes ; never 
inind, he will not see us, I am sure.'* 
Catherine, looking up, perceived 
: Captain Tilney ; and Isabella, earnestly 
fixing h^r eye on him as she spoke, 
soon caught his notice. He approach- 
ed immediately, and took tl^ seat to 
which her movements' invited him. 
, His first address made Catherine start. 
Though spoken low, slie cottld distitt- 
guish, "What! always to be watched, 
in persosf or by proxy T' . 
... « Psha, 
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** Psba^ iiidnsense !!* was laabdla's 
answer in ^.the i^aane half whisper. 
" Why do you, put audh things into 
^my head?' If I could believe it — ^ray 
spirit^ you , know, is pretty indepen- 
dent ^V 

V?* I wish your heart were indepen- 
dent That would be enough for me." 
" My heart, indeed! . What. can you 
,have to do with hearts? You men 
have none of you any hearts.'' 

" If we have not hearts, vre have 
eyes ; and they give us torment enough." 
" Do they ? I am sorry for it ; I am 
sorry they, find any thing so disagree- 
able in me. I will look another wa^. 
I hope this pleases you, (turning her 
. back on him,) Ihojie your eyes are not 
tormented now. 

" Never more so; for the edge of a 
; blooming 



.Uteonaodg cheek h stitt 4n ^e^— at 
iMcx^ too inuth ^Uftid too tittte^ 

Catherine "heard a[ll dris^ and quite 
Ottt of oottiiteiQance ' cbiild listen • f&o^ 
bmgesi. Atnaaed that Isabella cmM 
endure it, and jealous for her brother^ 
Ae rose up, and saying «he should join 
*Mns. AUen, proposed their walkitig, 
'£at for tills Isabella sbewed no incli- 
nation. She was so amamigty tivdl» 

and it was so odious to pamde about 

« 

the Punip*room } and if she moved 
from lier seat ^ shoold nass her 
sisters, she was expectmg "her sixers 
every moment; so that her dearest 
.-Catherine must excuse her, and must 
sit quietly down again* But Cathe- 
rine could bestub^ni 'too; ai^l^rs. 
Allen just then coming up to prc^ose 
their returning home, ahe joined her 

and 
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toA.,ya^e4 out of th^ Pump-roo^ 

Isii^vii^ I$ab|^Ua si^ill sitting with Capr 
t«i9. Tilwy. With n^uch imqa^ioesfi 
did she thus l^ve them. It ^e^med to 
)ujf th^t Qjaptain Tilney was falling in 
lo^e.wi^h Isarbella, and Isabella ua* 
^consciously encouraging him ; unqosf 
;9<;i(^i^ it inust be, for Isabella's at- 
tachmi^t to James was' as certain and 
well adf nowledged as her engagement. 
iJJ'p do^i^bt. her truth or good intentions 
iijr^ Wpps$il)lej and yet, during the 
wW^f t]?eir conversation her manner 
j;uul b^^ p4d? She wished Isabella ha^ 
p^^ moire like her usual self, 9v4 
^otrs^niuch about nioney; and had 

90t lQok(?4 ^ ^^U P^9S^4 ^^ ^^^ ^S^ 
^ Qaptf^n Tilney. How strange tha^ 
j^ ,^O.nld }iot perceive his admir^- 
tkml Cpi^jpripe longed to give her a 
; , TOi- II. D hint 
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hint of it, to put her On her guard, 
and prevent all the pain which her too 
lively behaviour might otherwise create 
hoth for him and her brother. 

V 

The compliment of John Thorpe's 
a0ection did not make amends fyx this 
thoughtlessness in his sister. She was 
almost as far from believing as from 
wishing it to be sincere ; for she had 
not forgotten that he could mistake, 
and his assertion of the offer and of hei 
encouragement convinced her that his 
mistakes could sometimes be very 
egregious. In vanity therefore she 
gained but little, her chief profit was 
in wonder. That he should think ik 
worth his while to fancy himself iA 
love with her, was a matter of lively 
astonishment. Isabella talked of hill 
attentions ; she had never been sensible 

of 
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of any; but Isabella had said many 
things which she hoped had been 
spoken in haste, and would never be 
said again ; and upon this she was glad 
to rest altogether for present ease and 
comfort. 
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c»awer it. 

..< - 

A F£w days passed a^ay, aad Cathe^ 
line, though not allowing herself to 
suspect het friend, could not help 
watching her closely. The result of 
her observations was not agreeable, 
Isabella seemed an altered creature. 
When she saw her indeed sunounded 
only by their immediate friends in 
Edgar's Buildittgs^-'W Pulteney-street, 
her change of manners was so trifling 
that, had it gone no farther, it might 
have passed unnoticed. A something 
of languid indifference, or of that 
boasted absence of mind which Cathe- 
rine had never heard of before, would 
^occasionally come across her ; but had 

nothing 



M)^i£fcgl yr€fr$e, appeared^ tbut might 
ijia)f have «p9ead a "new grace and iDr 
«^ired a warmer iiit»r«st. But when 
Caliieritie saw her m fAifalic, admittmi^ 
Captain Tilbey s attentions m rieadily 
:^s tibey w&e offered, a»d allowing kioi 
aiinost aa equal share mith JafUfs in 
^r' Hotioe and mnile^j the alteratioci 
h^c^OM "too positive to iie past over. 
Wfaitt could be meant b^ sudi luk- 
ateady coBdact, what iaer hi&md could 
4ie «^ was b^iond ber ^ompnefaisn^ioa. 
Isabella could ;aot be ai^mredf the pabi 
dhe was inflicting ; but it >was a dfignee 
Xif wil&l thoiightle^n^ss v^Boch datiie- 
rine could not b^t xesent. James was 
^ auifefer. She aaw him gi^a^je and 
imeasy ; and however careless of his 
pitesent comibit the woman mig^ be 
who had ^i^en ium her heart, to itr 

b3 it 
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it was always an object For poor 

Captain Tilney too she was greatly 

concerned. Though his looks did not 

please her, his name was a passport to 

her good will, and she thought with 

sincere compassion of his approaching 

.disappointment; for, in spite of whait 

she had believed herself to overhear 

in the Pump-room^ his behaviour was 

80 incompatible with a knowledge of 

Isabella's engagement, that she could 

not, upon reflection, imagine him await 

of it. He might be jealous of her 

brother as a rival, but if more had 

seemed implied, the fault mmt have 

been m her misapprehension. She 

.wished, by a gentle remonstrance, to 

remind Isabella of her situation, and 

make her aware of this double un« 

kindness ; but for remonstrance, eidier 

oppor- 
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opportunity or comprehension was al- 
ways against her. If able to suggest 
a hint, Isabella could never under- 
stand it. In this distress, the intended 
departure of the Tilney family became 
her chief consolation; thei^r journey 
into Gloucestershire was to take place 
within a few days, and Captain Til«> 
ney^s removal would at least restore 
]>eace to every heart but his own. 
£ut Captain Tilney had at present no 
intention of removing; he was not to 
be of the party to N^thanger, he was 
fio coiidnue at Bath. '-When Catherine 
knew ^ds, her resolution was directly 
made« She spoke to Henry Tilney on 
the subject, regretting his brother's 
c^vident partiality for Miss Thorpe, and 
entreating him to make known her 
prior engagement. ; 

J) 4 "My 



r 
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*' My 'brofher docs Icro^ it,^ vns^ 
Henry's 'Answer. 

" Does he? — then why does he stay 
here T 

He made no reply, and was begin^ 
ning to talk- of**s(»m^ing else; httt 
she -eageriy continiiecl/ ^ Why *do not 
yott persuade him to go away? The 
longer he stays, the worse it will .he 
for him at last. Pray ^dvisfe him f6t 
his own sake, arnd for- ewiy bo^f** 
^Ice^ to leav^ Batli direotly. Absence 
wiM 4n ^time make him 'Comibrtal^ 
ftgam; hnt he can have no hiope -hei^ 
)Um3 it is ^mly staying to be miserallAe.'* 
Hevy smiled tmd said; ^ I am sure my 
brother would not wish to do that." 

•* Then you will persuade him to ^ 
away ?'' 

'^ Persuasion is not at/^ornmxnd ;* ^t(t 

pardon 



( n ) 

fonlon me, if i canixxt eveit .endear 
s^Qur.to ^er&uade bim. I :ba^e my self 
•told iiim iJbai; MUs Thorpe is ^eiags^ci^. 
He knows what he is about, and must 
Jbe bijs oym master." 

^^ NiO, he doe^ aot know what he k 
about^" cjded (CatiEienne ; '* be does not 
^kndw the pain be is giving my bror 
4her. .Not tietat James has.e^^er told jbi^ 
so, but 1 0030. sure he is very .uncon>- 
fortaWe." 

" And are youBure it is my bratber's 
doing ?'' 

« Yes, veiy sure." 

" Is it my iMTotber's attentions to 
MisS Thorpe, or Miss Thorpe's admis- 
sion of them, that gives the pain?" 

"Is not it the same thing?" 

" I think Mr. Morland would ac- 
knowledge a difibrence. No man is 

D 5 offended 
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ofiended by another mjEui's admimttoii 
of the woman he loves; it is the 
woman only who can make it a tor- 
ment." 

Catherine blushed for her friend, 
and said, ^^ Isabella is wrong. But I am 
sure she cannot mean to torment^ for 
she is very much attached to my bro- 
ther. She has been in love with him 
ever since they first met, and while my 
father's consent was uncertain, she 
fretted herself almost into a fc^er. 
You know she must be attached to 
him." 

" I understand : she is in love with 
James, and flirts with Frederick." 

" Oh ! no, not flirts. A woman in 
love with one man cannot flirt with 
another." 

"It is probable that she will neither 

love 
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loyeaa \m% ^ot flirt so veil, as shfi 
might do either singly. The gentle^ 
men must each give up a. little.'' 

After a short pause, Catherine re* 
sumed with ^' Thcpi you do not believe 
Isabella so very much attached to my 
brother?'' 

^* I can have no opinion on that sub- 
ject." 

'^ But what can your brother mean? 
If he knows her engagement, what can 
he mean by his behaviqur ?" 

" You are a very close questioner.!' 

" Am I ? — I only ask what I want 
tobe.told." 

" But do yoju pnly ask what I can he 
expected to tell ?" . 

" Yes, I think so ; for you must 
know your brother's heart." 
~ : " My brother's heart, as you term it, 

D 6 m on 



vntht presmtit occasion, i 4Hisme^crii 
i Oan*oiBfly*guesS'af 

" Well ! — Nay, if It 16 to be guess* 

^rorky let us filU .goess for ouisel^rei. 

tTo be guided 4>y 'se(K>Bd^hafid-wftfei-- 

ture is pitiful. The premises *aDe be* 

'ibrt you. My brother is ^a lively, and 

perhaps sometimes a thoughtless yonmg 

^sm ; he 'has had about a 'A^^ek's ac* 

ijuamtance vith your friend, and ibe 

has known her engagemeixt sdniMt 'as 

loi^as he^has knot^^n-her.'' 

^* Well," said Catherine, lifter some 
moments' consideration, ^^youtat^yA^e 
4Kble to gue96 at youj hrother'e inten- 
tions from all this ; but I am 4snfe >I 
'Oannot But is not your farther un- 
comfortable about it? — ^^Does not ^he 
fwant Captain Tiln^ to go away ?-* 
• Sure, 



ikim, ihe MOHild Iffy;" 

^^My jdisar J4ids IModaiui/^ l«ud 
iiftraiy^ ^^^ in 11^16 amfudiilesolidtilde 

be ^ litty^ niisilaiken^ Ave yovk not 
Gamed ;a -l&Mle too far? Would ibe 

* thank y<ia, ^ilftieor on his oivn acccmnt 0r 
M]8s-1l%4iriite's, ^r ^^apposing thtft htr 

■uffeC^Uj or at lea^t her good^beha* 

iviowr, is oaiy to be secured by her see- 

•itig not bifig of Captain Tilney^? Is 

he safe only in solitude ?•— or, is her 

* h6art constant Jto hiin>only vrhea imso- 
iidted *by any ^one .^se ?-^He camot 
idiifik this^and you may be sure 
^ksat \ke would not ha^e you . thiiik 
it. J^^ift not say, ^ Do not be un- 
«a8y,' because I know that you -are so, 
4t this moment ; but be as little ' unea- 
sy 
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iy 18 yoit can. You have im doubt of 
tJie mutual attachment (^ your brodier 
aiul your friend ; depend upon it there- 
fore, . that r^ jealousy never can exist 
between them ; depend upon it that no 
disagreement between tl^m. cmn be of 
any duration, Th^ir hearts ate op^i 
to each other, as neither heart can be 
to you ; they know exactly what is re- 
quired and what ean be borne; and 
you uuiy be certain, that one will never 
tea^ the other beyond what is known 
to be pleasant" 

Perceiving her still to look doubtful 
a^ , grave, he added, ** Though Fre- 
derick does not leave Bath with us^ 1^ 
will probably remain but a very short 
time, perhaps only a few days behind 
us. His leave of absence will soon 
expire, and he must return to his rc^- 

mentf 
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me&t. — And 'what will tbeti be their 
ax^quaintance ? — iThe mess-room will 
drink Isabella Thorpe for a fortnight, 
and Tshe will laugh with your brathOT 
over poor Tilney 's passiDn for b monfli/* 

Catherine would contend no longer 
against comfort. She had resisted its 
approaches during the whole length of 
a speech, but^ it now carried her cap* 
live. Henry Tilney must know best 
She blained herself for tlie extent of 
her fears, and resolved never to thmk 
so seriously on the subject again. 

Her resolution was supported by Isa- 
bella's behaviour in their parting in- 
terview. The Thorpes spent the last 
evemng of Catherine's stay in Pulte- 
ney-street, and nothing passed between 
the lovers to excite her uneasiness, or 
make her quit them in apprehension. 

James" 



^ 



Jaibes <vim in excellent «{nnts, and 
l3aibQUa nnost engagingly jpladuL jbler 
teiMl«roe«s for h^t fiiend seemed sar 
itb^ the &sst ^beimg of her heart ', but 
tbatM sinch a<niO!inpat was allowable^ 

» • 

luid cmee she gave her lover ra flat oon- 
tradictioQ, and once she drew back her 
iihan4 ; but Catherine remembered Hea- 
jry's instructions, and placed . it all to 
judicious affection. The embraoe3, 
tears^ anjd promises of the 'piloting iair 
ones may be fancied 
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CHAPTEK V. 

Me. and Mrs. Allea were sorry to lose 
llieir yoUng friend, "whose good-hu- 
«K)*iir^iid dbeerfnlness had tnade her i 
valuable cemponkm, and m the pro- 
«KX»oii: ^ ^hose enjoyment their 

t • 

tWQ-kid i^een genfty tncieased. Het 
li&qp^iiieds in goifig iviidi Miss Ttlneyb 
Iww^ver, prevented their mshing it 
dVberwise ; and, as they wefe to' *c» 
nam only one more ^vreek in Salfc 
AeimelveB, her quftting them noi^ 
sromld not long be fek. Mr. Allen at- 
tended her to Milsom-street, where sfec 
was tohreakiast, and saw her seat^ 
wi«h the kindest welcome among her 
new fiieads>; « bwt ^o griat waiS her 
' agitation 
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Agitation in finding herself as one of 
the family, and so fearful was she of 
not doing exactly what was right, and 
of not being able to preserve their 
good opinion, that;, in tj^e emt^urasa* 
jrnent of the first five minutes, she 

« 

cquld almost have wished to retttra 
.with him jto Pulteney-str^^et:, . 

Miss Tiiney's ^laimers and Henfy'3 
f iQJle soon did ;away some of her: un« 
pi^asajtit feelings ,y but stiU ^he^^ ^ 
from being ^ at ease; nor could tb^ 
incessant attentions of the General 
himBelf entirely reassure her. , Nay% 
perverse as it seemed, she . dou^bt^ 
.whether she might not have felt les% 
•,bad she been less attended to. Hif < 

anxiety for her Qomfort — ^his continual 
solicitations that she would eat,, and ^ 

jus ofltepi-expii^ssed fewr^ of. h^^^ seejiiig 
; nothing 
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SKt&mig to her taste^-rtlKMi^h sever 
in her life before had she beheld half 
such variety on a breakfast-taUe — 
made it impossible for her to forget 
fOT a moment that she was a visitor. 
She felt utterly unworthy of such rer 
^pect, and kneinr not how to reply to it 
Her tranquillity wfis not iinjMrovcd by 
the; Gex^eraVs impatience for the apr 
^pearsgoice of his eldest son, .nf>r by th$ 
'displeasure heexpres^ed at his kssin^sH 
wl^n Captaii;^ Tilney at last cs^m^ 

* • y 

\ 

Soym, She was, quite pained by the 
jfeverity of his father's reproof, which 
eeemed disproportionate, to the otFeiice>; 
And^ much was her ^ a>n<^m increased, 
when she found herself the principle 
cause of the lecture ; and that his 
4wtline9s was chi^fliy resented from be- 
ing disrepectful to hat. This w^ 

placing 
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fAtismg Jner im a very un6i9inlb#t8fblt 
ibr Captain l^iin^y, witlioiat bdftg^^* 

* • r 

*alK^6 for Iws good-will. 
• He listened to hie father in 'feitenfee^ 
ttod atteix^tai'iiot afliy defence, wbk^ 
-confirjAed her in fearing, thattiie ffK 
quietude df hk mmd, on Isab^i'^ od* 
tJtftint, might, %y keeping him- 1^«^ 
lteeple»s; lia^e been the real'-cawse^ 
l&isf'ising late. — It was the firett; ^ifflle^ 
4ier being decidedly in hi^ company^ 
*nd ;^he tiad hoped to fee now afck to 
form' her opinion of him ; Wt she 
:flcarcely heard hi« voice M^hiJe his-fe* 
<^tiber remained in the reeih ; mnA ei^e* 
afterwards, so much were his spirits 
aAeoled, shecouM <listingnish nothing 
-but these words,' ixx a whisper to Eleii- 
«or, ^^How glad i sh»ll bei^Aien ^ou 
all off." 

ThQ 



^The dofjkc stbiick teb. wb^ tiM 
t9^#H^ ^^¥^1^ CiEiri^Ulg dowiii And ^e 
Gemeral h^ fisf^^ to be ou4t of^MiboiiiH 
stfeet by tliat bpijic. His greaJ^ coat, 
ioHtead of bemg bixnight for him. to 
put on directly^ W2la spread out ini tiucr 
eurriclein ^hi^h he was to accompany 
his soil. The iaaiddie ^seat of the chaise 
was not 4^WB out, thois^ there wiere 
th^ep^c^le to go in it, aiid his daugb* 
t^'s Qi^d h#d so crowded it with. pax4 
ceK that Mm Morland would not hav^ 
toom to sit; and^ sd much was he in'^ 
flue^eed by this apprdiension when he 
h^xii^A'\^tmi th^ she .had s6toe dtiB-'' 
CBlty in f^tii^ bf r .o(Wtt new writing*?' 
desk from htmg thrown out into tlm 
street. — ^At last, however, the door waa 
€kh8iad^p6n tib^^l^iree females, and tbcy 
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8tt off at the sober pace in which the 
hasudsome, highly-^fed four horses of 
a geutletnan usually peribrm a journey 
of thirty miles: such was the dis- 
tance of Northanger from Bath, to be 
now divided into two equal stages. Ca- 
therine's spirits revived as they^rove 
from the door ; for with Miss Tilney 
she felt no restraint ; and, with the in- 
terest of a road entirely new to her^ 
of an abbey before, and a curricle be- 
hind, she caught the last view of 
Bath without any regret, and met with 
every mile-stone before she expected 
it. The tediousness of a two hours' 
bait at Petty-France, in which there 
was nothing to be done but to eat 
without being hungry, and loiter about 
without any thing to see, next fol- 
lowed — ^and her admiration of the style 
• - in 
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m whldi they travelled, of the fashio^r* 
aUe chaide-and-four — ^postilions hand** 
somely liveiied, rising so regularly in 
their stirrups, and numerous out-riders 
property mounted, sunk a little under 
this consequent inconvenience. Had 
their party been perfectly agreeable, 
the delay would have been nothing; 
but General Tilney, though so charm* 
ing a man, seemed always a check 
upon his^ children's spirits, and scarcely 
any thing was said but by himself; the 
observation of which, with his discon« 
tent at whatever the inn afforded, and 
his angry impatience at the waiters, 
made Catherine gtow every moment 
more in awe of him, ariil appeared to 
lengthen the tw5 hours iixtd font. — 
At la$t, however^ the order of release 
WW ^ven ; and niueh w&s^Catherinef 

then 



1 



81^ of her takia^bis, pl^of^ in h^. am'* 
^nricle for tl^ rest erf ti^,yfWiHy:tr^ 
" the, day wa$ fioe, and.^eiwa«!Jbf)i:M<Mtt 
for her seeing a» much pf lihe a>««*^ 
fis possible." . . . : 

. The Femembrance of Mr. AUei^'f 
opinion, respecting yqui]^ .ni^Bi'sopfii 
carriages, ma4^ .^er blush at^^the in«p« 
tion of such a plan, ^pd her first 
thought was to decliQe it; but hfr ^ 
Gpnd was of greater deStf^i^fe foq ^v^ 
neral Tilney's judgment] ,l)fi (:o^kl n«( 
propose any tbii?g inajwoper fqp l^r j 
and, in the. 0^199, 9f a fe;w< xa^bw 
^ihe f^itfid \\evfie\f with, i^iy; ii^ \ffff 
cmricle^ a». bsjpy,*. being. «spvet^li- 
iate^ A verj^ sborl; tri^ cp^vd^EUrP^ 
hertbat; a curricle w^» ^ ; p.ip^titif^ 

fQUI 
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tD^ttt sttM, but it wad a hearyaiufi 
tnwbiiMine lus^rness^ and she couM! 
iioCf eMiljr ibi^ i«i»" having stopped! 
ttw hotifs at Pet*y-Pra»ce. Half tficf 
tMie wooM hav« been em^gh fbr the 
Cttr^fe, and m nimbly were the light 
hoises disposed to move, that, had notf 

» 

t§1te General chosen to have his own 
carriage lead ^e way, thfcy could haver 
panssed it with ease m half a minitte. 
But the merit of the cnrricle did not; 
a)tbek»^tx^ the horses ; — Henry dtoveJ 
go WeH, — ^so^ qnietly— ^wrthottt makitrg' 
a»3^ d^urbanee, without paradmg td 
te«r, or s^earmg' at them ; so diflferen^ 
from the only gentleman - coachman 
>i^hAi» it was^in her power to compare 
him with ! — And then his hat sat so 
wiAl, amd ^e innumerable c^pes of his - 
' ▼OL, II. E great 



(: 74c ) 

^reat coat looked sq becdrnkigly im^ 
portant! — -To he driven Ijy.hiin, next, 
to being dancing with him, w*S ^- 
Ijainly the greatest happiness, in iim 
world. In addition to every other d^ 
light, she h^d now t^at of listeniiig to 
her own praise; of being thanked at 
leasts on his sister's account, for her 
kindness in thus becoming her visitor; 
of hearing it ranked as real friendship, 
and described as creating rea^l giati- 
tude.- His sister, he said, was un- 
comfortably circumstanced — ^she had 
no female companion— and, in the 
frequent absence of her father^ wi» 
sometimes without any companion, at 
all. 

, " But how can that be ?" said Ga- 

^herine, " are not you with her r' 

*' Northanger is not more than half 
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my hdtne ; I have an establishment at 
my own house in Woodston, which is 
nearly twenty miles from my father's, 
mA some of my time is necessarily 
spent there." 

^ How soiTy you must be for tfiat !'* 
' " I am' always sorry to leave Elea- 
nor/* 

"Yes ; but besides your affection for 
her, you must be so fond of the abbey ! 
*— After being used to such a home as 
the abbey, an ordinary parsonage-house 
must be very disagreeable." 

He smiled, and said, ^*You have 
formed a very favourable idea of the 
sibbey/' 

" To be sure I have. Is not it a 
fine old place, iust like what one reads 
about?" 

^* And are you prepared to encoun- 

£2 t«er 
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tier all ^ hectors tb(«t a MMii^ 
$iach a$^ ^ what ei^i^ retdft s^bou^' vwy 
produce P-r^Hdve you a fttwit^«d(?-^ 
NervQi fit for sliding pamx^b^ Md 
tapestry?** 

^' Oh ! yes— *I do BOt $]piiik IfiAtoftId 
be^ easily fvight&^edj because there 
would be so many people in the howt 
-^-aod be$ide$x it. hal^ J^^^ev h^eu unin- 
habited aiid left dfts^^ lev yeaTS^, aM 
ik/eax thie fanuly come ba(>k to* k: vit'' 
atwares, witboijtt ^ving aii^ Bo4[iee^ m 
generally hap|kenfr." 

" Noi certaiivly-— i-We shall wt have 
to e:i9ploce ou); way mto a hall! dtmlj^ 
lighted by the expiring embets «€ a 
wood &rQ— iigc fed Ob|%sd tt> spread 
wv bed& on the &iof ef a Mom wH^ 
out windows, doors, or furniture. Bat 
yoy. ixmst be aw^re &at whi^a a.yoiHig 

lady 
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baiy k (by wlmt^tcF iheiaos) intro* 
dm^isd imto a dwellii^^ of this kind, 
fihe ift Miwatyt l(id(|ed apurt from the 
rest of the family. White they imigly 
vepair to their own efid ot the house, 
8he IS IhfiMliy omdiieted by Dofo^y 
t^e ancicM Ihousekeeper up a cfiSTe^ 
f«vtMifat»se,aiid akmg ifnany gloonny 
)iMMigM> iulK^ «Bt «ipart«»eftt iieve? 
Med Mftce ftome ^oiMsiA or kin ikfA it 
it abdOt. tw«iMy yeon^ beffom. Can 
yott stand wth a ctttmcmy as this? 
WSl not your mind misgive you, when 
ym And yoarsetf in this gloomy 
4Hbainbc7**-too lofty and extensive for 
you, wMi only tlie feeble rays df it 
shigle hiHifp to take in its siee^ti 
Wills hung witii tapestry exhibiting 
figures M lat^ as life, and the bed, of 
dark gveen stuff <» pnr{^ velvet, pte- 

£ 9 » senting 
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sentmg even a funereal appearance* 
Will not yotir heart sink ^vithin you?" 
" Oh \ but this will not happen to 
me, I am isure/' 

^ ** How fe&rfuUy will you exainino 
the furniture of your apartment !-t^ 
And what will you discem ?-^No| 
tiables, toilettes^ wardrobes^ or drawets^ 
|>ut on one side perhaps tlie ^ren^ains of a 
l^roken lute, on the other a ponderous 
ehest which no efforts ^:an open>.aud 
over the fire-place the portrait of sooie 
handsome warrior, whose feajtur^ M^ 
J90 incomprehensibly strike you^ ^t 
you will not be able to withdraar your 
eyes from it. Dorothy, meanivhilei 
po less struck by your .appearance, 
gazes on you in great agitation, and 

« 

dropjs a few unintelligible hints« To 
raise your spirits, moreover^ Ogives 

you 
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.you r^uson to suppose that the part off 
-the abbey -you inhabit is undoubtedly 
haunted, and informs you that you 
.will not have a single domestic within 
.call. With this parting cordial she 
curtseys off"--you listen to the sound 
of her receding footsteps as long as 
the last echo can reach you — and 
when^ . with Minting spirits, you at- 
.tempt to ^tcn your door, you discover, 
.with increased alarm, that it has no 
lock;^' . . . ^ .: 

^^ Oh ! Mr. Tilney, how frightful !— 
This iir just like a book*!-— But it caiv* 
not Teatty happen to me* I am sure 
your housekeeper is not really Dch 
Krthy.— Well, what then ?" 

. *^ Nodung further to alarm perhaps 
may occur €he finest night After sur- 
inounting your uncanqtferabk horror 

£4 , of 
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^ the .bed» you will rettre to ieat, 
iiBd get u .few hoiurs' unqmet idilAiber. 
{JBiot o£i th^aecondy ^df aft fiirBtest tU^ 
)Mlfi(i^ 9igbt tlfter your anrivad^ you 
will probably liave a vi^ol storm. 
Pealfi af thunder w loud at to Mem ts> 
jliake jtlie edifice to itL^fewidfttitm \v9tt 
roll lound tlie ne^boitfing incntl- 
t%iQ» — ^aud ddtriog the &ightAiL gisste 

proibabl}^ tiioiijcyott diaoem i&ryimr 
lamp is not extinguished) one paxtof 
ihe hftt^mg snore vkCeaHy aji^tated 
4faB|i t^ rest. UsmUe iof oowae 16 
fepreas your curtoBitv in so ftifoiirable 

instwitly >me> tnd thtomag yonf 
idrassing-gown arcmnd you, proceed to * 
^xaimfie . this Biysterj. - After a yery 
ffaitrt.seriniiy ymiwiU diBcoTcr a drfri' 
i^ . . sioa 
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9tPUcMd a4 to defy Ihe inbratest i»^ 
Apectioii, and dn tuning it,.a donr 

j^og o^iiy secured 'hjr nauay jfaarfc and 
A padlock, you ^ilU ^ter ti few dfort% 
succeed in 4>psmxg,-^-tmd, with your 
hmp in yonf hand, wiU poM tfaraiigh 
itinta a fimail vi^ted loom.'' 
. /' No, itd^ ; I should be too ntudi 
£rightaiiDd to do any such thing.!' 
. " MTmt.l «ot when Dorothy has 
^ven yon.to anderstand that thefcH 
a secret att^termneQicis conununicatioii 
between your apartment and the 
cfaape^ of St. Antibony, scaroely ,tm> 
ndles off— Coald you sfarink £roin so 
^hnple an adventure? N% no,- yoa 
will proceed into this smldl vaulted 
room, and through this into several 

E 5 other;^ 
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otiicrs, widiout pefceiyihg any thii^ 
very remarkable in either* In one 
perhaps there may be ' a dagger, hi 
another a few drops (if blood, and in a 
third the remains of some instrument 
of torture ; but there being nothing; in 
all this out* of the common way, and 
your lamp being ' nearly exbatlstedy 
you wiir return towards your own 
apartment. In repassing through the 
small Vaulted room, however, your 
eyes will be attracted; towards a latge, 
%ld«-fashioned cabinet of ebony aiid 
gold, which, though narrowly ex- 
amining the furniture before, you had 
passed unnoticed. Impelled by an irre- 
sistible presentiment, you will eagerly 
•advance to it, unlock its folding doors, 
and search into every drawer j — but 
for some time without discovering any 

thing 
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-iMag of importanGe — ^perhaps nothing 
.but a considerable hoard of diamonds. 
»At last, however, bjr touching a secret 
spring, an inner compartment will 
<^n--*a roll . of paper appears : — you 
seize it — ^it contains many sheets of 
:manuscript— you hasten with the pr€h 
cioiis tpreasure into your own chamber, 
but scarcely have you been able to 
decipher / Oh ! thou — whomsoever 
thou mayst be, into whose hands these 
jaPHOTioirs of the wretched Matilda may 
fair — when youy lamp suddenly ^- 
l^ires in the socket, and ^ leaves .you in 
total darkness*" 

. " :Oh ! no, no — do not say so. Well, 
go on/' . 

But Henry. was too much amused 
by the interest he had raised, to be 
able to carry it fiEU'ther ; he could no 

E 6 longer 
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jcct oi! voice,, tod wags.dUitged toemtnwt 
vhef touse h0ro>ra$MK^.ittth».9erii- 
4H^. of Matilda's wo^» . Catheriney . M* 
cplkctibs^ heradify gmw ashiuaed <€ 
her ««^me$8y aad begpnci laamestl;' to 
■assure hisi that fa«r attention faad bten 
jfixed withowt .the amalicrt ttyyr dbctr 
vsioft t£ MaUy.iaeetiiig with what 1m; 
^related. '^^ Miss Tilney) she wbs aoia^ 
would never put her iato sudia cham* 
lier as he had described !^*^She. m» 
not at all afraid." 

. As they drew ae^r the end of tfacjf 
journey, her impatience for a atgfat of 
the. abbey— £or aone time suspended 
by his conversation on subjects Vflsgr 
4l]iferentr-Hretuniod tbsl fuU forct^ and 
every bend in the road wa&expected 
with solemn awe to afford a gl^mpso 

of 
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dfitti«aW)r Trails of :gftynt(»6^ Habig 
^Qlidot A grovo of «nsaetit adsSf mlh 
lim hfA beams tyf the sm flaying ia 
beauti^ flpUndoixr tm ^ h\^ Gothfc 
viiMi<>m. But 40 loNv' did the biiild«^ 
ngUtaad, tloKt she fsmnA heradf pMS^ 
iag liiiinigh the great Agates of liit 
kdgevilo thtt ¥er3r groulfids of Norili«^ 
afigeT) W3iii<mt faiiviag dikiemed evea 
am .-antique t^itnne^^ 

She kmrw net that- she had $»y 
right to be stitfirlwd, hmt there ivas tt 
somethii^ m thin mode of approach 
whidi "^e certainiy had not €Kpected% 
To pass faetMneen kidges of a modem 
appemrance^ to find heraelf #ilh 9uch 
Mi<| in l^e verjr pfecinMs of the 
aMfte^) and driven so t^pi^ly akmg a 

4 

smooth, ievel road of line grai^, wtth^ 
Mit obstacle^ ^ttarm 6r soleihnity of 

any 
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any kind, ^ struck her as o^d 4ttul in* 
cansistent; She was not long at leh 
0ure however for such considerations. 
'A sudden scud . of rain driviiig full in 
her £ice, n^de it impossible for her to 
observe any thing further, and fixed 
all. her thougKts on theiWelfrire <i€ her 
new straw. , bonnet :-r<^ and . she . was 
actually undifr the Abbey walls^ was 
springing, with Henry's assistance, from 
the carriage, was- beneath the. shelter 
of the oM pcnrch, ;and .had even/ pasted 
on to the hall, where her friend and 
the General were waiting to welcome 
her, witliout feeling one; aw^ful fore^ 
boding of future misery to herself, 
or one m^dm^nt's sui^icion of any pMt 
scenes of horror being acted within 
the solemn edifice* The br^eeze had 
not seemed to waft the i%hs of the* 

mur- 



MUFdared to hei; it h«d yir^ted n^ 
i))mg ' woi*se r than a thick msszlh9 
^ijk ; a.pd having givien |ct good sbak^ 
to her^l^it, fehe was ready to be sbevrn 
into^ thcf commofTL drawing- room, and 
capable of considering where she was* 
' An abbty !— yes, it was . delightAil 
to be really in an abbey! — but she 
doubted^ as she looldsd round the 
room, whether any thing within her 
observatiou, would have given her the 
consciousness. Thd furniture was in 
aH the profusion an4 elegance of mo- 
dem taste. The fire-plucc, where she 
had expected the ample width and 
ponderous carving of former times, 
.Vas contracted to a Rumford, with 
slabs of plain though handsome xnar- 
' We, and omameuts over it of the pret- 
. tiest English china. The windows, tp 

whi^ 
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*1«4ieh ^t looked \r$eli ^ pe<:«tkir -^ 
!pettAE»ee^ ftoto fiaving ^bciyd thfe CW^ 
iieml talk of bis preserVidig theWi ife 
theiT Gothifc fbnh ^i«ii rel^eteiitiil 
care^ were yet less ^vrfeat hei* fkney Imd 
portrayed* To be sure^ the pokfled 
HTch was^pflTcserved'-— the fdWn of ^em 
^?ras<Jt>thic— they itiight be even eaie- 
inents— -but every ipane was no laige^ 
"BO clear, so light ! To an imaginatiob 
which had hoped for the smallest divi« 
• felons, and th:e heaviest stone-work, 
ihf painted glai^, dirt attd cohwefciJr 
the difference was very distressing. 

The General, perceiving how • her • 
eye was employed^ began to talk df 
the smallness of the room nnd alimpii- 
city of the furniture, vdiere every 
thing being for daily uise, pretended 
only to comfort. Set.; flattering him- 
self 
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aeif howcairar tii«t there nmc -ipalt* 
-aetiti ia the Akkey not uimoithy her 
ttQtioe*^aiid w«» prooeeAng to men- 
tkttitb&CDS^ gil<ia>g of on^ m pai** 
tiooliU!, wbi^ ta^aag jqntfiiift ^wrateh, fat 
^rtopped dmt to pfonoiinee it,w«th 
«irpri«e lyitiiin tw^Mty mimtM ^f 
ftvi^t Thai^iiMitieA the ^Mffd of Mpa- 
mtion, and Catherine -femid Inmeif 
burned away by Miss Tilney in such 
a manner as convinced her that die 
strictest punctuality to the family 
hours would be expected at North* 

anger. 

Returning through the large and 
k>fty hall^.they ascended a broad stair* 
case of shining oak^ which, after many 
flights and many landing-places^lHOugfat 
them upon a long wide gallery. On 
one side it bad a range of doors, and 

ik 
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- it was lighted on the other by . win- 
dows which, Catherine had only time 
to diacover looked into a. quadrangle, 
-befoi'e Miss Tilney led the way into a 
chamber, and acarcely staying .to hope 
/she i;wnid find.it comfontable^ left h^ 
, with ; JLn . 4nx|Q]i4.s entroajty th$it sh^ 
■^w^ld maJb^ as littile alteration as pos- 
«jj?lein!h^,drew, . ' 
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CHAPTER VI. 

A MQMXMi|'s glance iras enough to 
satisfy ' Catherine t^at her ap&rtmeaC 
was .^vdry. unlike the. ©iie>#hich Henty 
had i^ideavofured to ' alarm her by 
,the )dcb€Tiption of.-^Itt #as by no 
means unreasonably large, ' and con^ 
&ijQed neither tapestry, nor velvet.-*— 
The wsdls were ipapef edy the ilobr was 
carpeted; the windows were.n«ther less 
perfect, nor more dim than thoise of the 
drawing-room below; the furiiiture, 
though not 'of the latest fashion^ was 
handsome Bxsi c(>mfortaUie, : aiid^' |:he 
air of the room* altogethirar; far irom 
imcheerfuL ; Her l^eart instantaneoiisLy 
at ease on this point; she rdsolved te 

lose 
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lose no time in particular examixiatbn 
o^ anything, as she greatly dreaded difi- 
pbliging th$ Genefia) by anydelay . Her 
habit therefore was thrown off with all 
^sfiible hasten wi^ishe waft pfe|>Kiiiig to 
pxufAtk the iinen. package^ Krliich tfar 
ehak^-seat hasl 'coBrrejred &r iier ksBh 
Mediaite aasoiBmodation^ w^edi kmt kft 
<siiddcsnly fell <m ii laige hjgfa ! dbM% 
•steading b^c^ si a. deep ncess on one 
^e,of the iirefdftce. : Une^ aighfc of it 

4hing the, ishe vtood /^gjmi^ oa it 
in ia<9tioiilesft %¥Oiideiv :wiule AnsBf 
tixmghts crostied Jser>— 

^' This is. strange iiudeed i I dkl SMSt 
expect ^vi(:h a sight a& thb i^'^^^An ian* 
mense heavy chest! — What cu it 
hold?— Why should it be 'pkoeA here? 
•^Posfaol back too> fl(s if monffc to be 

out 
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Qii(t of Bight l-^I wiU look IMq itr— 
cost me what it vof^; i wBl look intto^ ifc 
--^Bd dkeetly toor-by 4ayrlig^t — U 
I stay till evejadaag:. fliyt candle nriff^ f^^ 
out.'^ She Mivaai^c^ awl ^xamiiifeQd it 
closely : it wa& of cedar, curioiisly in* 
laid with socbc darker wood, and mhtdf 
ahoi&t a loot from the grouad, on ai 
carved rtaxid of the same. The lock 
was ta)\ei^ though tarnished fimsk age; 
at each end were the imperfeet re- 
mains of handtes ako of silvcafi broken 
perkt^ pceiaatarely by some strange 
viotence ; aivi, on the centre, oi the. 
lid, was a toysteriqua cypher^ la the 
same metaL Catiterine bent over it 
intently, bul witboift being able to. 
(fifttiiigaisb any thing with certainty/ 
Shie could not, m whad:ever dicectioa 
she. took it, believe the las>t letter to be. 

a T; 
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* n T; and yet that it should be any ' 
tiling else in that house was a circum- 
stance to raise no common degree of 
astonishment. If not originally their's, 
by ^hat strange events could it have 
fallen into the Tilney family ? 
, Her fearful curiosity was every mo- 
ment growing gi^ater; and seizing, 
with trembling hands, the hasp of the 
lock, she resolved at all hazards to sa- 
tisfy herself at least as to its contents. 
With difficulty, for something seemed 
to resist her efforts, she raised ,the. lid a 
few inches ; but at that tndment a 
sudden knocking at the 4oor of the 
room made hei*, starting^ quit her hold, 
aoid the lid closed with alamiifig vio- 
lence. This ill-timed intruder was 
Miss Tilney 's maid, sent by her mis- 
tress tp be of use to Miss Morland ; 

and 
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mnd though Catherine jtnmediately 
dismissed her, it recalled her to the' 
siense of what she ought tf) he doing, 
and forced her, in spite of her anxious ^ 
desire to pmetsate tkis mystery, tbi 
proceed in her dressing without further 
deilay. Her progress was not . quick, 
for her thoughts and her eyes wem; 
still bent on the object so well calcula- 
ted to interest and alaim; and. though 
she dared not waste a moment upon a 
second attempt,, die xould not remain 
matay paces from the chest. At length, 
however, having dipped one arm into 
her gQwn, her toilette seemed so near- 
ly finished, that the impatience of. her 
curiosity might safely ^be indulged. 
One moment surely might be spared;^ 
and, so desperate should be the exer^ 
tion of her strength,, that, .unless se-^ 

cured 



cn/tei hy mpenmtuml tieiow^ the 
in one moriiant fibottldbelkioim 
Wiith thifS 6fint ^ spno^/fMwand^ 
mdlm CQQfidfmoe dtd not decameha.. 
Ui?r lea^Ao^ efibrt thj»w faick the: iid^ 
ami gave t» hrr aatensusfaed eye& iShus 
view of a white cotrton 
pfopcrlj iblde^ reposkig aft one end «f 
the chest in nndtqwted possossioa? ! 

3h€ was gazing on it with the iirsC 
blush of svurprize, when Miss Tibiey, 
asixioas for bev friend's being swady, 
enteved Ihe roomy and to tiie r^Mng^ 
sfasme ctf faa^v^ing harbo^irtd ^ aooie 
HMQuteB att absund expeistajbkmy waa 
thetv add»d: the.diame oif faeiog* emugbgt 
imso icBea ^ttarch. ^ Thatis a eiidbita 
oU clkest^ is not k ?* aaad ftfisa TiliMatf; 
as Catheadaei haatiljclofird it atid' tucneii 
away te the gia0s«. ^ it is impossible td 

say 
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way htrw many genemtions it has beeix 
here. How it came to be iirst put ia 
this room I know not, but. I have not 
had it inovedy because I thought it 
ijoight sosnetimes be of. U3e in holdmg 

hats and bmutets. The worst of it i$ 

» • 

that its weight makes it difficult to 
open. . In tlrnt corner, however, it it 
at leant out of the way." 

Catherine had no leisure for speech, 
heing at once Jblushiiig, tying hejr 
gown» and forming wisp resolutions 
with the most violent dispatch. Miss 
Tilney gently hinted her/ear of being 
late ; aiyl in half a minute they ran 
down steirs together, in an alarm not 
wholly unfounded* for General Til- 
ney was pacing the drawingnioom, his 
li^atch in liis hand, and having, on the 
Teiy iiist^t, of tl^r entering, pylled 

vox.. XI. F the 
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ner to be<XD::>ta1ofeittrs^/l^r^ . .. 

Catberuie trembled at therempdiasis 
with wliich he'jspcdoe, aud.«tq>ale uod 
breathless, in a most humbte inaiMly 
wncemed&irhis childrfflt^ond detestiag 
old diests ; and the General reco^^oer- 
iBg his potitenecis as he looked at her, 
spent the rest of his ti^me in scolding 
his daughter, for so foolishly hurrying 
faer fair friend, who was absolutely <mt 
of breath from haste, when there mBs 
not the least occasion for hurry in the 
"S^orld : but Catheiiue could not ^t all 
get over the double distress of haviia^ 
involved her friend in a lecture aod 
been a great simpleton herself, till they 
were happily ^seated at' the dmner* 
table, w^n the Oenerars com^is^^t 
smUe% «a4 a good^i^p^ettte^of faev oi^K^, 

' ^ ^eitbred 



i«stoi«d her to peace. "The dming- 
parlour was a noble room, suitable m 
its cHoiemibiis to a much larger draw- 
ing^-niom than the oiie in common use, 
and -itted up in a style of luxury and 
^expense which was almost lost on the 
unpractised eye of Catherine, who saw 
little mere than its spaciousness and 
the number of their attendants. Of 
the former, she spoke aloud her ^dmi- 
t^tion ; and the General, with a very 
gtacious countenance, acknowledged 
that it was by no means an ill-sized 

* 

Tooih; and further confessed, that, 
though as careless on such subjects as 
most people, he did look upon a to- 
terably large eating-room as one of the 
necessaries of life ; he supposed, how- 
ever, " that -she must have been used 

f2 te 
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to mucli better sized aparttneots at 
Mr. Allen's ?'' 

"No, indeed/' was Catharine's ho* 
nest assurance ; " Mr. Allen's dining- 
parlour was not more than half as 
large :" and she had never seen so large 
a room as this in her life- The Gene- 
ral's good-humour increased. — Why, 
as he had such rooms, he thought it 
would be simple not to make use of 
them; but, upon his honour, he be- 

■ 

lieved there might be nipre comfort in 
rooms of only half their size. . Mr. At 
len's house, he was sure, must be ex- 
actly of the true size f6r rational hap^ 
piness. 

The evening passed without any fur- 
ther disturbance, and, in the occa- 
sional absence of General Tilney, wit^i 

much 
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much positive cheerfulness. It was 
imly in his presence that Catherine felt 

the smallest fatigue from her journey ; 

■ 

and even then, even in moments of 
languor or restraint, a sense of ge- 
neral happiness preponderated, and she 
could think of her friends in Bath 
without one wish of being with them. 
The night was stormy; the wind 
had been rising at intervals the whole 
afternoon; and by the time the party 
broke up, it blew and rained violently. 
Catherine, as she crossed the hall, lis- 
tened to the tempest with sensations of 
awe; and, when she heard it rage 
round a corner of the ancient building 
and close with sudden, fury a distant 
door, felt for the first time that she 
was really in an Abbey, — Yes, these 
iirere charsecteristic sounds ; — they 

F 3 brought 
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Wou^lt to her recdllection a caufftli^Mi 
variety of dreadful mtuations mA hof« 
rid seenes^ which such builditi^ had 
witnessed, and such storms ush^rfd u$ 
and most heartily did she repoice 'm th« 
happier circumstai^^^es attending hct 
entrancME^'withiii walls so soleum l-^Sk^ 
had nothing to dvea^ from n^^dni^k 
d^saflsins or draxdicn gajlaaits. Henr3r 
had certainly been only in jesit in what 
he had told her that momi^;. In ia 
hojm so fami^ied, md so ^afded^ 
sh^ could have iK^hiiig toi expkMre.fS^ 
to svff^T ; and might go to he il hecb 
room as securely as if it had. been hri 
own chamber at Fullerton« Thusiwise^ 
ly fortifying her mind, as she pffCH 
oeeded up stairs» she was enaUed, «<» 
pecially on perceiving :that Miss IrSl*^ 
ney slept ojotly two dooss from ijh^ 

to 
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to enter her room with a tolerably 
stout heart; and her spirits were im- 
mediately assistedby the cheerful blaze 
<rf a wood fire. " How much better 
is this," said she, as she walked to the 
fender — ^* how much better to fiiad a 
i^e ready lit, than to have to wait shi-^ 
vering in the cold till all the family 
are in bed, as: so many poor -girls have 
buen obligpBd to do> and tlien tp ha^'^ 
a f»thful old servant frightening one 
by cmi»ng in with a &gg^t! How 
^ad I anil thait Nortli^aBgef is wh«tt it is( 
If it bad beaai like some mother plaees^: 
ld^4ot know tha^i, in suth anighiiitt 
^mi I could have ansWiered. for isi^ 
edui^e: — ^but now, t6 be sure, there 
i9 noOiing to alarm one." 

She looked round the room* The 
window cnrtaiiis seem^ in motion. 

r4 It 
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It could be nothing but the violence 
of the wind penetrating through the 
divisions of the shutters ; and she stept 
boldly forward, carelessly humniing a 
tune, to assure herself of its being so, 
peeped courageously behind each cur- 
tain, saw nothing on either l6w window 
«eat to scare her, and on placing a 
hand against the shutter, felt the 
Strongest conviction of the wind's 
force. A glance at the old chest, a* 
she turned away from this examjnla- 
tion, was not without its use j she 
scorned the causeless fears of an idle 
feiicy, and began with a most happy 
indifference to prepare herself for bed. 
^^ She should take her time ; she should 
not hurry herself; she did not care if 
she were the last person up in the 
house. But she would not make np 

her 
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her fire ; that would seem cowardly, ait 
if she wished for the protection of 
light after she were in bed." The fire 
therefore died away, and Catherine, 
having spent the best part of an hour 
in her arrangements, was beginning to 
^^ink of stepping into bed, when, on 
giving a parting glance round the 
room, she was struck by the appear- 
a:^ce of a high, old-fashioned black 
cabinet, which, though in a situation 
conspicuous enough, had never caught 
her notice before. Henry's words, his 
description of the ebony cabinet which 
was to escape her observation at first, 
immediately rushed across her; and 
. though there could be nothing really 
in it, there was something whimakal, 
it was certainly ^ very remarkable 
coincidence ! She took her candle and 

F 5 looked 
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looked closely at the cabinet- It wa* 
pot absolutely ebony aiid gold; but it 
was Japan, black and y^UoW Japati 
of the handsomest kind; and as she 
held her candle, the yellow had very 
much the effect of gold* The key 
was in the doOr, and she had a strangle 
fancy to look into it ; not however 
with the smallest expectation of find- 
ing any things but it was so very odd, 
after what Henry had said> In short, 
she could not sleep till she had ex- 
amined it* So> placing the candle 
with great caution on a chair, stie 
seized the key with a very tremulous 
hand and tried to turn it; but it re- 
sisted her utmost strength. Alarmed, 
kut^ not discouraged, she tried it an* 
other way; a bolt flew, and she be- 
lieved herself successful; but how 

strangely 
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stnngdy ,wrf^timin\-^thtl dink wu 
9dll iimiioy«able^ She paused a mo* 
ment in breathless woinder. The wjnd 
roared c(owa the chimBey, the rain 
beat in torrents against the \VindowS) 
and every thing seemed to Bpezk the 
awfulness of her situation. To retire 
to bed) however, unsatii^ed cm such a 
pointy would.be vain, since sleep must 
be impossible with the consciousness 
of a cabinet so mysteriously closed 
in her immediate vicinity. Agdn 
therefore she applied herself to the 
key, and after moving it in every pos- 
sible way for some instants with the 
determined celerity of hope's last ef. 
fort, the door suddenly yielded to her 
hand: her heart leaped with exulta- 
tion at such a victory, and having 
thrown open each folding door, the 

V 6 second 
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ftecond being secured only by bcdts o^ 
less wonderful construction than the 
lock,"^ though in that her. eye could 
not discern any thing unusual, a double 
range of small drawers appeared in 
view, with^some larger drawers above 
and below them ; and in the centre, a 
small door^ closed also with a lock and 
key, secured in all probability a cavity 
of importance. 

Catherine's heart beat quick, but 
her courage did not fail her. With a 
cheek flushed by hope, and an eye 
straining with curiosity, her fingers 
grasped the handle of a drawer and 
drew it forth. It was entirely empty* 
With less alarm and greater eagerness 
she seized a second, a third, a fourth ; 
each was equally empty. Not one was 
left unsearched, and in ^ not one was 

any 
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tny tJiing found. Well read m the 
art of concealing a treasure, the pos^ 
sibilily of false linings to the drawers 
did not escape her, and she felt round 

each with anxious acuteness in vain« 

« 

The place in the middle al(me. remain** 
ed now unexplored; and though she 
h^d " never from the first had . the 
smallest idea of finding any thing in 
any part of the cabinet, and was not 
in the least disappointed at her ill 
success thus fiir, it would be foolish 
not to examine it thoroughly while she 
was about it." It was some time how- 
ever before she could unfasten the 
door, the same difficulty occurring in 
the management of this inner lock 
as of the outer ; but at length it did 
open ; and not vain, as hitherto, was 
her search; her quick eyes directly 

fell 
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feu on a roU df pft|>er (Hished buiek into 
the further part of the cavity^ appan 
flatly, for concealxiient, and her fbtU 
' ings at that mooient were indescriba^ 
ble. Her heart fluttered^ her knees 
trembled^ and her cheeks grew pale. . 

She seized^ with an unsteady hand, the 1 
precious manuscript, for half a glance 
sufficed to ascertain written i^aracters ; ^ 
and while she acknowledged with' 
awful sensations this striking exempli^ 
iication of what Henry had foretold, 
resolved instantly to peruse every line 
before she attempted to rest. 

The dimness of the light her candle 
emitted made her turn to it with 
alarm ; but there was no danger of its 
sudden extinction, it had yet some 
hours to bum ; and that she m^ht not 
have any greater difficulty in disfSn* 

guishidg 
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gulsfasng^ the tt^ritsiig thtm irhat itt 
ancient date tntght occarion^ ihe 
faastiiy snuilbd it^ Mm I it vmM 
sntdfed and extingnidhed in (me. A 
kmp could wot have e:kpired with more 
awful effect. Cathci'lne, for a few 
i!iomeiyt»9 \iras motionless wkh hom^ 
It was done completely; not a retti«- 
nant of light in the wick could givie 
hope to the rekindling brjeath. Daiic- 
ness impenetrable and immoveable 

« 

Ulied the room. A violent gust of 
wind, rising with sudden fury, added 
fresh horror to the moment. CatheriM 
trembled from head to Ibot. In the 
-pause which succeeded, a. sound like 
receding footsteps and the elois&ing of a 
^tant ddor struck on her affrighted 
ear. Human nature could support no 
more. A cold sweat stood on her for%- 
- - head^ 



/ 
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bead> the manuscript fell from her 
hand^ and gropii^ her way to the 
hed, she jumped hastily in, and sought 
some suspension of agony by creeping 
far underneath the clothes. To close 
faer eyes in sleep that night, she felt 
jDiilst be entirely out of the question; 
With a ^iriosity so justly awakened, 
and feelings in every way so agitated, 
repose must be absolutely impossible. 
The storm too abroad so dreadful ! — 
She had not been used to^ feel alknii 
:firoin wind, but now every blast 
seemed fraught with awful intelli- 
gence. The manuscript so wonder- 
fully founds so wonderfully accom- 
plishing the morning's prediction, 
how was it to be accounted for? — 
What could itcontain?— to whom could 
it relate? — by what means could it 

have 
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have been so long concealed ?^-and 
how singularly strange that it shouM 
fell to her lot to discover it ! Till she 
had made herself mistress of its con* 
tents, however, she could have neither 
repose nor comfort; and with the sun's 
first rays she was determined to peruse 
it* But many were the tedious hours 
which must yet intervene. She shud- 
dered, tossed about in her bed, and 
envied every quiet sleeper. The storm 
still raged, and various were the noises, 
more terrific even than the wind, which 
struck at intervals on her startled ear. 
The very curtains of her bed seemed 
at one moment in motion, and at an- 
other the lock of her door was agitat- 
ed, as if by the attempt of somebody 
to enter. Hollow murmurs seemed to 
creep along the gallery, and more 

than 
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than ottce her bkx)d was diilled by tlie 
80iU9id <^ dkftaikt moans. Hour after 
hour passed away, and the wearied 
Catherine had heard three proclaimed 
by all the clocks in the house, before 
^ tempest subsided, or she uoknow- 
kigly feU last asleep. 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER VII. 

• . ' * * 

Thi; houseioaid's foldti^ bftck her 
wmdow-shutters ait eight o'clock the 
next day, Was the Miioil which £nt 
roitsed Catherine ; aad she opened hei 
^es^ wondoing that they could ever 
have heeu closed^ ott ohjects of dieer» 
fiitoe$$ ; her fire was already bunnng, 
md a bright mommg had succeeded 
th0 tempeist of tlte nq^t. Inatattfta;' 
Mxm^y. with, ^e coxndMisncss of ex* 
iatencci returned her recdlectioii of 
ttie BMsmtcriirt; asid springing ftom 
the bed in the very Bxnnezit of the 
mmd'S gmng away ^ she eagei:}y coU 
lected every scattered sheet which had 
hnfst ficm the r^ on; ita fidlii^ to the 

ground, 
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ground, and flew back to enjoy the 
luxury of their perusal on her pillow. 
She now plainly saw that she must not 
expect a manuscript of equal length 
with the generality of what she had 
shuddered over in books, for the roll, 
seeming to consist entirely of ' small 
disjointsed sheets, was altogether but of 
trifling size, and much less than slic 
had supposed it to be at first. 
. Her greedy ey^ glanced rapidly over 
a page. She started at its import 
Could it be possible, or did; not her 
senses play her false ? — An inrentory 
'of liiien, in coarse and modem char 
racters, seemed all that was before her!' 
If the evidence of sight might be 
trusted, she held a washing-bill in her 
hand. She seized another sheet, and 
iaw the same articles with.litde va* 

xiation; 
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f^cm ; . a ;tliiT(l, a fourth,, and a fifth 
presented nothing new. Shirts, stock- 
ingSy cravate and waistcoats faced her 
in each. Two others^ penned by thi^ 
same hand, marked an expenditure 
scarcely more interesting, in letters, 
iKtfr-powder, shoe-string and breeches- 
ball. And the larger sheet, which liad 
inclosed the rest, seemed by its first 
cramp line, " To poultice chesnut 
mare," — a farrier's bill ! Such was tl^e 
collection of papers, (left perhaps, as 
she eovild then suppose^ by the negli- 
gence of a servant in the place whence 
she had taken them)) which had filled 
her with expectation aqd alarm, * and 
robbed her of half her night's rest ! 
3he felt humbled to the dust. Could 
not the adyenture of the chest have 
taught her wisdom? A con^r of it 

catching 



eatehing'her eye as«he lay, 4ie6tMd^t6 
tiee up in judgment againdt ker. Nbj- 
'^ing eould now foe clearer than the 
'absurdity ^f her recent fiincies. To 
suppose that a manu^ript of Hianjr 
•generations back could have remained 
•undiscovered in a room such aa that, 
so modem, so habitable ! — or that she 
should be the first to possess the skill 
of unloclcing a cabinet, the key -rf 
which was open to all ! 

How could she have so imposed on 
lierself? — Heaven forbid that Henry 
Tilney should ever know her folly! 
And it was in a great meaisure his own 
^ing, for had not the cabinet appeaf* 
ed so exactly ' to agree with his de- 
scription of her adventures, slie shciuld 
Clever have felt the smallest curiositv 
abont it. This was ike olity oicmi$Mt 

that 
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^M^t oQcuiMdf Impatient to get ^ 
of those l^te&il evrklfuces of h^r fQlly^i 
those d^estabk papers then jscatti^ed 
over t^ bed,' she rose dkeetly, SifiA 
foldkig them up as nearly as possible 
in the same shape as before, returned 
tbem to the same spot within tbe 
cabinet, with a very hearty wish that 
^o untoward accident might ever bri^ 
th^si forward again, to disgrace her 
even with herself. 

Why the locks should have been so 
difficult to open however, was still 
something remarkable^ for she could 
npw manage them with perfect ease. 
In this there was surely something 
mysterious, and she indulged in the 
fl^ttaris^ suggestion for half a minute^ 
till the ppssibility of the door*s having 
•baeji fit ftpst unlocked} and of J^jeiing 

herself 
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herself its fastener, darted into her 
head, and cost her another blush. 

She got away as soon as she could 
from a room in which her conduct 
produced such unpleasant reflections, 
and found her way with all speed to 
the breakfast-parlour, as it had been 
pointed out to her by Miss Tilney the 
evening before. Henry was alone m 
it; and his immediate hope of her hav-^ 
ing been undisturbed by the tempest, 
with an arch reference to the character 
of the building they inhabited, was ra- 
ther distressing. For the world would 
she not have her weakness suspected J 
and yet, unequal to an absolute false- 
hood, was constrained to acknowledge 
that the wind had kept her awake a 
little. " But we have a cbaripihg 
morning after it," she added, desiring 

t© 



< m ) 

ta get rid ^f the subject ; ^' and 9to'rm» 
and sleeplessness are nothing when 
tbcy are ovpr. What beautiful . hya- 
cintlis 1-r-I have just learnt to love ft 
hyacinth/' 

" And how might /ou learn? — By 
acddent or argument ?" 

** Your sister taught me ; I cannot 
tell how. JjArs. Allen used to take 
pasnsi year after year, to make me like 
them; but I never could, till I saw 
them the other day in Milsom^street ; I 
am naturally indifferent about flowers;** 

" &it ndw you love a hy acii^tii- So 
ijmch the better. You have gained a 
. 9ew source, of enjoyment, and it is 
well to have as. many holds upon hap* 
I>i9ess,a3 possible. Besides, a taste fo^ 
iiawers is always desirable in your seX| 
as a me^ns of getting you out of doors^ 
^ vox. II. G and 



1 



Wftd tempting you to more iPreqaeiiJIt 
exercise thao you would otherwiM 
■ta^^. And t&ough the love <rf n hy»- 
^iatb may be rather domeistic, who can 
tell, the sentiment once raised/but ^pu 
ittiay in time come to love a rose?' 

" But I do hot want any such ptt#- 
suit to ". get nie out of doors. The 
pleasure '. of : walking and br^thi)!^ 
ftesh air is enough for me, and in finfc 
weather I am out more than half 
Imy time. — Mamma says, I am nevw 
within/' -:: 

" At any rate, how^vcsr, lam pleised 
that you have learnt to loVe a hya- 
cinth. The meri5 habit of leamitig to 
love is the thing ; atki a teachableness 
^of disposition in- a • young; lady is a 
.great blessing. — Has my- sister a plea- 
. «ant inode of instruiDtk^n ?" : - » 

: ^Catberiae 



• Galfaeiiiie.was saved the embarrajto- 
tomtit attraipting.an m^w^hhy %)» 
^irtraikce of the GcMmlt who$e smil- 
iag coilaplimeDta atinouuced . a happy 
jttate i>f . mind, but whose gentld hiiMt 
ef syinpAthetic early rising did not 
aibsDce h^ composure. 
- The. elegance jof the breakfast set 
fiffced itseif (HI Catherine's, iH>tiee 
when th^ were aeati^d at. table ; ajod, 
hickily, it bad been the General's 
chcnee. He was enchanted, by hqr 
ap|>robation of his taste, confessed it 
to i)e neat andsiinpte, thought it right 
to encounge the ifoanu&cliire of hid 
eountiy; and for his p^rt, to his un- 
.erkieal palate, the tea was as well 
flavoured ftoin the clay of Stafford- 
<shire, as front that of Dresden or S6ve. 
But liiis waa quite an old. set, pur« 
) « 2 chased 
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chased two years iago. The miliiilfitc- 
ture was much impiNsv^ since tibatt 
time ; he had seen some beautiful spe- 
cimens when last in town, and had he 
not been perfectly without vaAi^' df 
vthat kind, might have been tempted to 
order a new set. He trusted^ IwweviWy 
that an opportunity might ere 15ng 
occur of selecting one— though Mit 
for Inmself." Catherine was probaUjr 
the only one of the party who difd not 
understand him. . . j 

Shortly after breakfast H«uy Jcft 
them for Woodston, wbere business 
required md would keep him two ^m 
three days. They all attended in the 
hall to see him mount Us hoike^aisd 
•immediately on re-entering the breaks 
fast room, Catherine walked ta a 
window in the hope of cat<diing ail- 
other 
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o(iher gKm(isfe of hb figiuc ^^ This is 
a flomewhat heavy call upon your broN 
ther's fortitude," obsei'ved the General 
to Eleanor. *^ Woodston will make but 
a soimbre appearance to-day." 

"Is it a pretty place?" slsked Ca- 
theiiiie. 

" What say you, Eleanor ? — speak 
jrour ^opinion, for ladies can best tell 
tlie! tit^teof ladies in regard to places 
M'well ai» men. I think it would be 
adknowlec^od by the qiost impartial 
eye to. have many recommendations, 
The hojbse utaUds among fine meadowy 
i»cil^ the ftouth-east, with an excellent 
liitch^k^aQden in tiie same aspect; 
the walls surrounding which I built 
and stocked - myself about ten years 
^o, for tliie benefit of my son. It is 
a family living, Miss Morland; and 

G 3 the 
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itie property in die plabe be^ng clndty 
Hly own, you may believe I take care 
that it shall not be a bad one* Bill 
Henry^s income depend s61ely on this 
living, he would not be :ill pravided 
for* Perhaps it may se^m c>dd, • that 
with only two younger childveb; 1 
should think any pYof^s'sjbn necess^r^ 
for him ; and certainly there ^fielMo^ 
Imenb when we could all Wfsh^ YAtA 
disengaged from' every tie of busineM 
But though I may not exactly makjir 
convctts of you young ladies, I &fk 
Tiure your father, Mifes iMLorhtnd^ w€rottt 
agriee with me in thinking itt^xpediett 
to give every youiig man sdtn6 eSiplo^f- 
meht. The money is nothing, it is feci 
ah object, but employment is the thiis^. 
Even Frederick, my el<^^t son, 'f6vt 
see> who will perhaps inherit as cbii«- 

siderable 
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V 

««Leral)le a landed pr<4)erty as any 
prij^te man in the county, has his pK». 
feMion/' 

The imposing jeffect of tius last aiy 
guinebt was equal td his wishes. The 
silence cxf the kd^ proved it t6 he un- 
answerable. 

. Something had been jsaid the eveib; 
isg before of her. bi^ing^hewn over the 
house, and Jie now offered faiiiodelf as 
her condtietor; and. though Ca^th^rine 
had hoped ib6 exploiie it accompanied 
caaly . I^ .his daughter, it was a pro^ 
iKsnl of too nfuch hap|>iness in itself,. 
'uadel^ any- circumstances, not to b^ 
f^ladly accepted; for she had been 
already ^ghteen hours in the Abbey, 
and had seen only a few'of its rooms* 
Slie netting-box^ just leisurely drawn 
fort^^.was closed with joyful, haste; 
: . <r e 4 and 
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aind jshe was ready to attend him m a 
HUHnent. '^ And when they had gc»ie 
over the house, he promised himsetf 
moreover the pleasure of acTOmpany- 
ing her into the shrubbelries and gai^ 
den/' She curti^d her acqukscence. 
<< But perhaps it might be more agree^ 
able to her to make lliose her first 
object. The weather was at present 
favourable, and at this time of year the 
uncertainty was very great of its con- 
tinuing so.— Which would she pfefer? 
He was equally at her service.-7Which 
did his daughter think wOukT mosi 
accord with her fair friend's wishes ?-^r 
But he thought he could discern.— Yes; 
be certainly read in Miss Morland's 
eyes a ^judicious desire of making use 
of the present smiling weather.-r-'But 
T«rhen did she judge amiss?^j— The Abbey 

1^^ would 
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:wQuM be always safe and dry. — ^H* 

^ekied implicitly, s^ would fetch bis 

Ifiat and'uttehd them in a mioment** 

He left the room, and Catherine, with 

•a. disappointed, anxious face, began to 

apeak of her unwillingness that h^ 

should be taking them out of doors 

agaiinst his own inclination, under* a 

isnistaken idea of pleasing her; but 

,diie was stopt by Miss Tilney's saying, 

with a little confusion, ** I believe it 

will be wisest to take the morning 

while it is so fine ; and do not be un- 

^:easy on my father's account, he always 

,wal]^ out at this time of day." 

'^ C?Lthpnn9 4id npt exactly know how 

« 

this was to be understood. Why was 
; llAiss Tilney embarrassed ? Could there 
. be any unwillingness on the Geni^al/s 
.eidc to shew her over the Abfes^^? 

o5 The 



( ISO ) 

^lae proposal was his own; Add was 
not it odd that he should always take 
his walk so ea^rly ? Neither hei; &1lier 
nor Mr. Allen did so. It was certainly 
'Very provoking. She was all impa* 
tience to see the house, and had scarcely 
^any curiosity about the grounds. If 
IJenry had been with them indeed ! — 
"hut now she should not know what 
tWas picturesque when she saw it. 
Such were her thoughts, but she kept 
them to herself, and put on her bonnet 
• in patient discontent. 

She was struck however, beyonid her 
expectation, by the grandeur of the 
Abbey, as she saw it for the first time 
from the lawn. The whole building 
' enclosed a large court ; and two sides 
of <fee quadrangle, rich in Gothic or- 
naments, stixKi forward for admiration. 
. The 
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The remzipdtr was shut off by knolls 
of old trees, or luxuriant plantations, 
and the steep woody hills rising behind 
to give it shelter^ were beautiful even 
in the leafless month of March. Ca- 
therine had seen nothing to coilfipare 
Ivith it; and her. feelings of delight 
were so strong, that without waiting 
for any better authority, she boldly 
biirst forth in wonder and praise. The 
General listened with ' assenting gra- 
titude ; and it seemed as if his ^own 
estimation of Nprthanger had waited 
iinfixed till that hour. 

The kitehc»i^gaFden was to be ne^ 
a<bnired, and he led die way to it 
across a small portion of the park. 

The number of acres contained in 
this ^rden was such as Catherine 
<x>uld not listen to without dismay, 

a 6 being 



toeing* more than double the extent of 
^U Mr. Allen s, as well her fatiher's,i 
^nol^ing church-yard and orchard.: 
The walls seemed coiwitless in num-- 
ber^ endless in length; a village, o^ 
hot-hou$es seemed to arise amcmg 
theHi, and a wlvole parish : to be at 
work within the i^closu^e. The Ge* 
^eral was flattered by her looks of 
«uiprize, which told him almost a§ 
plainly, as he soon forced her to tell 
him in words, that she bad never seen 
any gardens at all equal to them ber 
fore;— and he then modestly owliied 
;^iat, ." without any ambition of that 
«ort himself — without a|iy sdUcittuk 
about it,— he did believe them t<r.bc 
^unrivalled in the kingdom* If he had 
a hobby-horse, it was that. He loved 
a garden. TJiough careless ewdgh in 

most 
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mostnuttters of eating, he loVedgood 
firuit — or if he did not, hife friends and 
children did. There were great vena- 
tions however attending such a garden 
as his. The utmost care could not 
always secure the most valuable fruits. 
The pinery had yielded only one hun- 
dred in the last year, Mr. Allen, he 
supposed, must feel these inconve- 
niences as well as himself 

" N(S not at alL Mr. Allen did not 
cue about the ganl^, and nevfer went 
iirtoit'^ 

With a triumphant smile of self* 
satiafaetioh, the General wished he 
could do the same, for he never en- 
tered his, withtiiit being vexed in some 
way or other, by its falKng shovtofhfl 
pUm. ^ 

** How were Mr. Allen's succession- 

houses 
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houses ^orhed ?" desiiinbmg the Ba^ 
ture of his own as tjiey ejitered them. 

"Mr. Allen had only one small hot* 
house, which Mr$> Allen had the use 
of for her plants in waiter, and therci 
was a fire in it now and then/' 

"He is a happy man !" said the 
General, with a look of very happy 
contempt. 

Having taken her, into eveiy divi- 
»ion, aqd led her under eveiy wall, 
till she was hesj^rtily weary of seeing 
and wondering, he suffered the girls 
a4; last^tQ $eize the advantage of an 
oi^iter doqr, and then expressing his 
wish to examine the effect of sosue 
reeent ^alterations about the tea^houK, 
proposed it as no unpleasant exteaision 
of their walk, if Miss Morland .were 
not tired. " But where are you going, 

Eleanor? 
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?7^Why do you chuse tlutt 
cold, damp path io it? Mks Morland 
will get wet. Our best way is. across 
tiie^pacrL" 

^^ This is so favourite a walk of 
mine," said Miss Tilney, *? that I al- 
ways liiinfc it the best and nearest 
Vay. But perhaps it may be 'damp.'' 

It was a narrow winding path 
tiirough^thickgrove of old Scotch firs; 
and Catherine, struck by its gloomy 
aspect, and eager to enter it, could not, 
even by the General's disapprobation, 
beltept from stepping forward. He 
perceived her inclination^ and having 
^agaiIl nrgfed. the plea^f health iii vain, 
wa9 too polite to make further oppo- 
sitiofit He excused himself however 
from attending them : — " The rays of 
the sun were not too cheerful for him^ 

and 



( 186 ; 

and be would meet tkem l>y another 
course/' . He turned away ; and Cat 
thfirme was shocked to find how rmidx 
her spirits were relieved by the sepa-' 
ration* The. shoek however being less 
real than, the relief, offered it no in- 
jury; and 3he b^an to talk with easy 
gaiety , of the delightful melancholy 
which such a groye in^pii^ed. 

'^ I am particularly fond of this 
spot," said her companies, with a 
sigh, " It was my mother's favourite 
walk." 

. Catherine had never heard Mrs. Til- 
ney mentioned in the femily before, 
and the interest excited, by this tendesp 
remembrance, shewed itself directly in 
her altered countenance, and .in the 
attentive pause with which she w^^it<^ 
.&r;sQmethingmore. 

"I used 



"I ufte4 to wulk here so oftea with 
her!" added Eleanoi^j ** though linevcf 
loved it Chen, as I have loved it sitKHsi 
At diat time indeed I used to wpsKler 
at her choke. B^t her fivembry en« 
dears it now." 

" And ought it noti" i^dlected Ca- 
Aerine, " to endear it to her hushand? 
Yet the General iwouid not ent^r it.'*^ 
Afiis Tilney dontinuiilg stiait, she ven^ 
torcd to say, ^' Her :death lAust have 
heen a great afflictioii 1" 

^* A .great and inereasing one," re* 
plied the othpr, in a low voice, «' I 
was- only thirteeii when it haf)pea[ied ; 
and though I' felt my loss ' perhapi^ as 
strongly as one so young coiild feel i«^ 
I did not, I coisldii0t then know what 
a low it was J" Sw stopped ifor a moi 
loent, and then added^ with griiiufe 

firm- 
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fbnamtmi '^ I have w> m$toty ywilknow 
--•imd t3K>iig^ Hc©ry-— -ttough my. 
brothers are verj iaifectianate, and 
Htany is a grmi: deal here, whidi I am 
most thankful ibr, it is .impes^bie f(^ 
mc not to be often solitary;" 
- ^5 To be mxt^ yoa miist miss, hbn 
very inuch."; : . . 

"". ff A mothffi* IwroaM home bito ilwfeu^ 
pasesentk , A, mother wirmM have been 
a xsohstxtkt^neod^ her Mfhmice would 
have been beyoiid all other/^ ^ : . 
• ^* Was she a^ veiry ichavmhig^ wdmto? 
Was she handsome? '¥ras there i aily 
pietttn^^hermtheAbJ^y? And why 
had she been m. partial tb tlmt grove? 
Was . it jfuMB ; dcjccticm of spirits?'*-^— 
MFdre questions mmr > eagerly poured 
£oTMh; — ^thefir^'thrsfelreci^ved a ready 
afirmative^ tlitiwo others were passed 

by; 



ckceaMd Mrs* Tihiey ai:^inent6d with 
every . questimi) whetiier answered, or 
not.' Of her unhappiiieM in matiiag^V 
she fdt persuaded; The Oenemlcer'^ 
teonly had.been> an\mikmd husband* 
He did not love her walk :-^co!idd h& 
tterftibre Ixav^e - loyed^ her ? And t^- 
9»dAs,^ hiuldMKiiie' at he- wa0, there waisi 
aJ9trit)^tliiiL^kl'th^ tytn^of tii^ fe^tum 
whl^ ]q)€^hi9-ti4t^ having h^iayed 

. ^' Her pv&tvife, 1- suppose," blushing 
at 43i6 eonsHQii>iat& a^ o^ her own qne^ 
ta^n, ** iwiga m your fatl^r's room J'* 

** No'J — it wa» intended' for the 
di^wktg-ioon) ; but my father w^ 
dksattsfied with the paintings ai»d for 
f fani time it had to place. Soon affttt 
h^ death I obtained jt for my OMm, knit 
'-' ^ ■ hung 
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hung it in my feed-chawJuKr-^wherc I 
shall be hap|>y to shew it you ;— -it is : 
very like*"— Here \^^b aiaother proof.. 
A piortrait— very like — of ft. departed- 
wife, not valued by the husbamd ! — :; 
He must have been: drmd&lly ctnel 
to her ! / ' ; 

Catherine atteteiptckl no lov^r Id' 
hide froAi ,hen»elf the n^ttire oi %c 
feeli9^g$ which, in spite of all \m i^-*. 
tentions, he.hj^.pjieyiously e^oited; 
and what had been terror and dtslikie; 
before, * \vas now absolute : aversicni* 
Yes, ayei^ioiil His cfuelty to $udk a. 
charming Ivojtoati made him a#ous. to 
her. She had often irj^ of suchlcha- 
m:$ers ; characters, which Mr. A^eii. 
had be^n . ui^d to .call ^nnstuf^ aoifi^ 

<>vjS!i;4«iw;« ; l>)»t here yifasptmtf. pmH" 
^yppf tJi&cpiitrafy.. : ' 

She 
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. She had jttst titled this ^int, wheft 
-Ae «nd of the path brought them 
ifirMdy upon <he General ; and in 
'Spite of all her \*irtuous indignation^ 
she found herself again obliged to 
walk with him, listen to him, and 
even to smile when he smiled. Being 
no longer able however to receive 
pleasure from the surrounding objects, 
she soon began to walk with lassi- 
tude; the General petceived it, and 
with a concern for her health, which 
seemed to reproach her for her opi- 
nion of him, was most urgent for 
returning with his daughter to the 
house. He would follow them in a 
quarter of an hour. Again they part- 
ed — but Eleanor was called back in 
half a minute to receive a strict charge 

against 
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against taking her friend round the>Ab* 
bey tilt his return This second in* 
stance of his anxiety ^ delay what sbe 
so much wished for, struck Catii&Aat 
as tery remarkable. 
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CHAPTER VIIi: 

An hour passed away before the Ge* 
neral came in, spent, on the jpart of hi^ 
young guest, in no very favourable 
consideration of his character. — ^" This 
I^igthened' absence, these solitary ram*- 
hies, did not speak a tnind at ease, or a 
conscience void of reproach/* — At 
length he appeared r and, whatever 
might Tiave been the gloom of his me- 
ditations, he could still smile with 
ihem. Miss Tilney, understanding in 
part her friend's curiosity to see the 
house, soon revived the subject ; and 
her father being, contraiy to Cathe- 
rine's expectations, unprovided witfi 
any pretence for further delay, beyond 

tibat 
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that of stopping, five minutes to or- 
der refreshments to be in the room by 

their return, was at l^st ready to escort 

" . ' 
them. 

. They set forward; andi with a graa- 

deur of air, a dignified step, which 

.caij^ght the eye, but could not diake 

the doubts of the well-read Catherine, 

he led the way across the haU, throi^^ 

the common drawing-room aiHi one 

qseless anti-chamber, into a room njag^ 

nificent bqth in size and furniture—* 

the real drawing-room, used only 

with company of consequence, — It was 

very noble — very grand — very.chan|i- 

ing! — ^was all that Catherine had to say*, 

for her indiscriminating eye scarcdj 

disceiined tl^ colour .of the satin*; 

and all minuteness of praise, all pmise 

that had much meaning) was sup^e^l 

i l>7 



* / 

lxyt>tbe. Geosrhl :? tlie jcbstlinoss m ete** 
gfiiiieei of ;aixf .nooili's }fit|ing'>ilp cotdd- 
fa8i:tidt]iiiig>.tb ber^.^he cared 'TOnno' 
futmtaxmef a ^mere medem date tlalik '• 
theLfiftaenfli cettfcary. When tine ^jTe*^ * 
imaI jkadrifiEtistficd' his own coriosity, 
iniAdcfaBq- Bxanadnrntion of erery well- 
luttoinrianuBni^iit; Hiey proceeded idto ' 
th^dibiary y . an apsrtmenty in its way^^ 
of'«q4nl nagDificence, exhibiting a- 
caikction of books, on which an hum* 
bjecman mightbav^ looked with pricfe. 
--^CatiieriBe beard, admired, and 
wimdcred with more genuine feeling 
tliaJi befom^ — 'gathered all that she 
cttald fibm this storehouse of know- 
Itdscv by IriuDhing c^er the titles ^^ 
half a ^If^ and was ready to proceed. 
But auites of apartoietots: did. not spring ; 
up .wi^ her .wishes.-^Large as was^ 
.vol/. II. ' H the 
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the buildings she had already visited 
the greatest part; though^ on being 
told that, . with the additioii of the 
kitchen, the six or seren rooms i^e 
had now seen surrounded three rides 
of the ofMxt, she could scarcely be- . 
lieve it, or overcome the suspidon of 
there bcdBg many chambers sect^rted* 
It was some relief^ however, that they 
were to return to the rooms in common 
use, by passing through a few of less 
impoitauce, looking into the coort, 
which, with occasional passages, not 
wholly unintricate, connected the dif^ 
ferent sides ; — and she was furth^ 
soothed in her progress, by being told, 
ihat she was treading what had once 
been a cloister, havii^ traces of celk 
pointed out, and observing several 
doors, that were neither opened nor 

explained 
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explained to her;— by finding herself 
successively in a billiard-room, and in 
the General's private apartment, with- 
out comprehending their connexion, or 
being able to turn aright when she left* 
them ; and lastly, by passing through 
a dark little room, owning Henry^s 
authority, and str^wed'with his litter 
of books, guns, and great coats. 

From the dining-room of which, 
liiough already seen, and always to be 
seen at five o'clock, the General could 
not forego the pleasure of pacing out 
the length, for the more certain infor-' 
mation of Miss Morland, as to what 
she neither doubted nor cared for, they 
proceeded by quick communication to 
tlie kitchen — the ancient kitchen of 
the convent,' ri6h in the massy walls' 
and smoke of former days, and in the 

H S stoves 
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iStaves and hot closets of ,the present. 
Hie (JeDteuaA'^ aznproring hand had not 
loitered h^rie : every niiodem inYetition 
tp facilitate the labour pffthi? cop]^, 
had ^b6en adopted within this, tbfeir: 
spaedousi theatre ; dn^i : whctx the: ge-. 
iwus of others had failed, his 0\Yn had 
often producied the perfetetipn Wanted. 
His endowments lof this spot alOite 
might at any time haVe placed h|m 
high among the benefactors of th6 
convent ' - 

. With the walls of the kitchen ended 
all thfe antiquity pf the Abbey ; the 
fourth side of iht ^Uadratigle ha!^ingy 
on account of ^ its decaying state, beeii 
uempved by the GencKal's father, and 
the present o^eeted in its pla&e. ,[ All 
4ihat was venerable ceased, here. The 
new building was not ovdywwy but 

> declared 
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declared itsd^ to be* so y intended only 
for offices^ a;cid enclosed behind by «t4* 
ble^^yards, no uniforjnity . of archite<i- 
ture hdd been thoi|gh| necessary. Ca- 
theritiie could have raft ed at itho hand 
which had swept a w^aywhat/mHst haw 
l^een beyond the rake-of all the i-est, 
fof the'purpoB^ of mere' domestic; eed* 
nomys' ancNrould wiMmgly hav^ bfech 
spal^ » Ihe ' nmrtificaflion .of 0f W^k 
through seen6s> so felkto,- had the^Ge- 
tmn^l^ allowed it ; btf t i( he - ha* «* vft- 
vity, i© was in the ^ttm^enmikVoi his 
aMces i ai^^as> he was' <;onvinced, ^ thsil:, 
to « inind like ^Miss. M^rland'^, a view 
of the accommodations and com^itii, 
by which the labours of her* infi^ofs 
were' softenedy must always be *grati- 
fyitig^' he^ should jnake no apology for 
leading her on.^ They took a slight 

H 3 survey 



( »50 ) 

survey of all ; and Catherine leas im- 
pressed, beyond her expectation, by 
their multiplicity and their conv0- 
niencek The purposes >for which a 
few shapeless pantries and a comfort- 
less scullery were deemed suiBcient at 
Fullerton, were here carried on rn ap- 
propriate divisions, commodious and 
roomy. Tlie number of servants con* 
tinually appearing, did not strike her 
less than tkyc number of their offices. 
Wherever they went, some pattened 
girl stopped to curtsey, or some foot- 
man in dishabille sneaked off. Yet 
this was an Abbey ! — How inexpressi- 
bly different in these domestic arrange- 
ments from such as she had read about 
-from abbeys and castles, in which, 
though certainly larger than Nosthav 
ger> all the dirty work of the house 

was 



was to be done by two pair of female 
hands at the utmost. How they could 
get through it all, had often amazed 
Mrs. Allen ; and, when Catherine saw 
what was necessary here, she began to 
be amazed herself. 

They returned to the hall, that the 
chief stair-case might be ascended, and 
the beauty of its wood, and ornament* 
of rich catrving might be pointed out : 
having gained the top, thiey turned in 
an opposite direction from the gallery 
in which her room lay, and shortly en- 
tered :one on the same plan, but supe- 
rior in length and breadth. She was 
•here shewn successively into three 

large bed-chambers, with their dressing^ 

* ■ 

looms, most completely and handsome- 
ly fitted up.; ieyery thing that money 
and taste could do, to give comfort and 

h4 ' elegance 



:.cleg^»w ito apartmejnts, ha4 bcjea^ 1j(b- 
stQwed.on these ; axui, biemg f^mifihf^ 
witbm the la$t five years, th^y w<!se 
p^ffeqt in all that wQuW hi-gw^^r^^ 
«pl6asii)g9 atid waiting in aU th^ €QU^ 
give pleasure to Catherixue, A^8. t]^ 
were surveying thf fe§ti the General, 
iafter slightly aamiag n &w o€ th»5cii$p 
tii^ttialwd. charact^3,; by» whom' ^a<y 
:had at tiiagies beep hcMwiied, :tttit^ 
•with a smiliisq^ Qom^mimG^ to Cffctbil- 
ris^e, and yexitnKd(tQh9pe^d&»ikh^ 

-forward; some^;Q£ thdec^ar^sit'jllcfciai^ 

• • • 

•might be " Op fifi^ndfe fiooBn lilwHoi- 
to^.'* She felt tbfc u&exj^eetel comfh- 
nient, and deeply r^petteditb^ impossi- 
bility, of. thinking cWeU of- a jsxm^iu} 
kindly . disposed^ toi/qavda heiself, aind 
^fuU of civjiitjltoallhar/amiiyv 
^ Ilie gaitepy WM ti^miiiated-b^c f<diU 
V .. " > : . ing 
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ing, had thrbwn' tf^n^ and passed 
ll^i^tigh, aad' seemed on Ae poiirt of 
ddihg Hie saWie by *Jie % sfc door to thfe 
ieft^ ill another lo«g reach ^ gaHery, 
when the General, commg forward!^ 

i^alled her hastily, and, as Gatherme 

• • • . . » 

thought, rather angrify back, demand^ 

• . • • • 

ing whither shft were^ goii^ig? — ^And 
what was there more to be seen ?— Had 
not Miss Borland already seen all that 
could be worth bet notice ?— And did 

* • • 

she not suppose her friend might be 
glad of some refreshment after so rmich 
exercise ? Miss Tilney drew back div 
rectly, and tlie heavy doors were closed 
upon the mortified Catherine, who, 
having seen, in a momentary glance 
beyond them, anarrower passage, more 
numerous openings, and symptoms o^ 

H 5 a wind- 
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a winding stair-ca$e,, believed berself 
at last \v;ithin th^ reach of something 
worth her notice ; and felt, as she im* 
willingly paced back the gaUery, that 
•he would rather be ; allowed to exa* 
mine that end of the house, than 
see all the finery of aU thq rest*— 
The General's evident desire* of pre- 
venting such an exanunation was as 
additional stipulant. Something was 
certainly to be concealed ; her fancy, 
though it had trespassed lately oace or 
twice,' could not mislead her here ; and 
what that something was, a short sen- 
tence of Miss Tilney's, as they fol- 
lowed the General at some distance 

doMtfi stairs, seemed to point out :-^-" I 

• ■ 

was going to take you into what was my 
mother's room — the room in which she 
died — -" were all her wotds ; but few 

?s 
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as they were, they conveyed page* of 
tnteUigence to Catherine. It wad no 
wonder that the General should shrink: 
^m the sight of such objects as that 
room miist contain ; a room in all pro- 
liability never entered by him since thfe 
dineadful scene had passed, which r#* 
ieased his sufiering wife, and left him 
to the stings of conscience^ 

She ventured, when next alone With 
Eleanor, to express her wish of being 
permitted to see k^ as well as all the 
rest of that side of the house ; atid 
£}eanc»* promised to attend her thert, 
whenever they should have a conve- 
nient hour. Catherine understood 
her:ir-the General must be watched 
iroth home, before that room ceuld be 
^entered. " It remains as it was, I sup- 
posed'' said she, in a tone of feeling. 

116 ' "Yes, 
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■i ■ ** Ym, tetif^." ■•• . . . w •■ 

.. *' She hvi Hmk. dead th«se :mm 
■yttiTfi." And mna. yean, Catheine 
jOiew waft a trifle . of time, c<mpai«d 
with wh»t.ge0emUy eUpaed aflbex the 
idc^tb of aa injured wife^ beforo.Ur 
room was put to ri^tB. 
. " You vrero with h^r, I suppose to 
thekat?" 

. '^ No," said Mi^a Tiluey, sighrngf ; 
^^ 1 waa unfortunately from hcme;^^^ 
,Her tUueto was sudden and slfoii; anJl^ 
jwfoi^ I arrived it was all over/' 

Cajtherine's bkod: ran cold with the 

hc^nrid suggestions which natisralljf 

spifing from these words. Couid it be 

.possible? — Could Henry"^ iatfaor ^<- 
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And yet how many were th6 exampks 

to 



f 



<( nm 1) 



J. t 



-HAiiri; wtten ^she «aw him ih flie even 
4iigi''irtiifcf «lie wef Iped^ wntb her'ftieh^, 
slc^y packig^ thfe A*awitig-room for aii 
hour together in silent thoughtfulnesi, 
with 'dowftcast eyes^ and conti'aeted 
brt>w, she felt secure from all possi- 
"MKtyof ^wroTrging him.' It was the 
air and bttifeude of a MontOni^^ — ^Whait 
eouM • m6re plainly speak the gfoomy 
workings ^ of a mind not wholly dead 
to every sense of humanity, in its fear- 
^iBll review^ of past * scenes of guilt ? 
Ifcihappy man!— -And the anxtousness 
of her sj^rits directed her eye» towaros 
his figure *so repeatedly, as to catch 
Misfi^ IHiiey's notice. '• My father/' 
she whispered, ^ often walks about 
the roimi 'in this way; it is nothing 

tmuiual." 

"So 
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** So mudi the worse T thou^ Car 
^herine ; such iU*timed exercise was of 
a pieee with the strange unsea^opabld* 
ness of his momiiig walks, aiad boded 
nothing good. 

After an evening, the little variety 
and seeming length of which made 
her peculiarly sensible of Henry's im* 
portance among them, she was hearti- 
ly glad to be dismissed ; though it waa 
a look from the General not designed 
Jot her observation which sent his 
idaughter to the bell. When the but- 
ler would have lit his master's candle, 
Jiowever, he was forbiddcQ. The latter 
was not going to retire* '' I have many 
pamphlets to finish/' said he to Cs^t^e- 
xine, ^^ before I can close my eyes ; and 
perhaps may be poring over the affairs 
of the nation for hours after you are 

asleep. 
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Mlee^. Can dther of as be tnptt 
meetly employed ? My eyes will b^ 
blinding for the good of othen^ ; and 
yours preparing by rest for future mis^ 
chief." 

But neither the busine9(s alleged, nor 
the magnificent compliment, could win 
Catherine from thinking, that some 
Very different object must occasion so 
serious a delay of proper repose. To 
be kept up for hours, after the family 
wtre in bed, by stupid pamphlets, waf 
not very likely. There must be same 
deeper cause; something was to be 
done which could be done only while 
the household slept ; and the probabir 
lity that Mrs. Tilney yet lived, shut up 
for causes unknown, and receiving 
from the pitiless hands of her husband 
a nightly supply of coarse food, was 

the 
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^Sne tectoClusfon which -'n^s^rHJ^^bl* 
lowed.' Shocking as^waii' tihe-'idiea,"ii 
was at leaslt better than a tleath'un- 

ftiriy hastened, as, in the natui^ 

, ■ > • ■ 

course of things, she must ere long be 
ireleased. The suddenness of her re- 
puted ilhies*; the absence^ of her 
daughter^ ' and probably of her othet 
chiMren, at the time — all favoured the 

supposition of her^ imprisonment.— Its 

. • • • 

drigin^ealousy perhaps, oi* wanton 
Cf uelty— ^was y et to be iinravelledr 
1 Iti revolving these • matters, ^hile 
she ^ undressed, it suddenly struck hei" 
'a» not unlikely, that «^ she might that 
morning havte passed neafr d^ very spot 

» » • - » 

of this unfortunate- woman's confine* 
ment-^might have fefee» within a few 
paces of the cell in which she lan^ 
guished out her tJays ; for wliat part of 

the 
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the Abbey edvM fae^ mom fitted ' f6v 

tiie purpose than tiiat whkh yet bo^e 

the traces o£ monastic division ? In 

the higWrchod ipassage^ pained with 

ston^ 'whiis^h aimady she had tm(}den 

with peculiar awe, she well reiiiem- 

bered the doons of whick the Genetal 

» « 
had gtv«n no ^aGcounti* ' T6 what might 

«it those ^d^eiB^ij^ad?' Ill stip^)oit of 

the plausibiliiy of itliis' conjecture, it 

6trtiie#' oebtitved' to* her, that' the '^or- 

ttddfen^ltery,: krijrMtJi fey thfe-apait- 

'faneiifis lerff tUe'4^(^rtoiiat^ Mi^.<T3ite;^, 

■'inus^Jfee''' as certiainT;Ji'^» ii^r; inteihol^ 

peeted range of cells, and* the starf- 
case%y» the side of those apartments^ m 
whJch sh^ had taiigh* ^ ttfahsieiit 
gHmpise, ^ fcbhiihtinicattrig- ^ bj^ sbroe se- 
cret mdattts S^rit^ th6se^!ecilv ihig^^^ wdl 

have 
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have favoured the barbarous proceed-^ 
iiigs of her hinsband. Down that stair- 
case she had perhaps been conyeyed m 
a state of well*preipared insensibility ! 

Catherine sometimes started at the 
boldness of her own surmises^ and 
ik>metinies hoped or feared that she 
had gone too far; but they were sup- 
ported by such appearances as madf 
their dismissal irptpossible.: 

The side of the quadrangle, in which 
she supposed t\k^ guilty scene to be 
acting, bemg, acc(?r<Ung to her belief, 
Just opposite -her o^n,. it struck her 
that> if judiciously watchfed^ some rays 
of light from the General's lamp might 
glimmer through the lower windows, 
as he passed to the prison of his wife ; 
and, twice before she stepped into bed, 
. she stole gently from her room to the 

corresponding 
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corresponding window in the gallery, 
to see if it appeared ; but all abroad 
wa& dark, and it must yet be too early. 
The various ascending noises conr 
vinced her that the servants must: still 
be up. Till midnight, she supposed it 
would be in vain to Watch; but theUi 
when the clock had struck twelve, and 
all wa& quiet, she would, if not' quite 
appalled by darkness, steal out and 
look once more. The clock strudc 
twelve—sand Catherine had been half 
an hotur asleep. 
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fol: the ; proapos^ eacafiimatidn a£.} thfe^ 
,mj3tex3au$ apajrtmcnts. , It liras SitOi^ 
.4a^y amiki tbe whole: time 'j betzonsen^ 
oxkifniiig: and a&eri]<Hm.jis]irkx?;v\$j» 
iittquinsd iby; the. Geofiaatl in:^iaa^s|ie 
itfarasKl or eattog cold icnetat Atohomei; - 
and .gseat as^waa^ C^ffaeiine^s^ etoiiMt]^^. 
her cojirage was not eqii^^il4o^wi^'0f 
. exploring them after dinner, either by " 
the fading light of the sky hetwe«n 
six and seveii . o'clpck^. or by the yet 
inore partial though stronger illumina- 
tion of a treacherous bonp. The day 

was unmarked therefore by any thing 
to interest her imagination beyond thip 

sight 
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aigkt of a^Mfa^Telegaiitt.fnoKtttn^iit to 
th^ffiiemory of Mf9. Vilaejr, wfaicli im- 
mediately); fr^dM^d the, family! pQW. 
BytiittiJiftr ejrfirwaaan^teUHtlyfiJf^^Ut; 
smd loDg iii$t^ii>fxl ; nodfthe^ p^L*u$9,l of 
tiae bigWyHsrtiwned epitaphs in which 
every virtue was ascribed to her ^y- 
the incdnsolabie husband, who must 
have been in some way or other her 
degtroyer, affected her even to tears* 

That the General^ having erected 
such a monument^ should be aUe to 
face it, was not perhaps Very strange, 
and yet that he could sit so boldly, 
collected within its view, maintain so 
devated an air^ l<k>k so fearlessly 
afound, nay, that he should even enter 
the chutch, seeaned wonderful to Ca- 
therine. Not however that many in- 
stances of being3 equally hardened in 

guilt 
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guilt might not be produced. She 
could rememher iozens who had per- 
severed in every possible vice, going 
on from crime to crime, muidering^ 
whomsoever ^hcy chose, without any 
feeling of humanity or remorse ; till a 
violent death or a religious retirement 
dosed their black career. The erec- 
tion of the monument itself could not 
in the smallest degree affect her doubts 
of Mrs. Tilney's actual decease. Were 
she even to descend into the family 
vAult where her ashes were supposed 
to slumber, were she to behold the 
coffin in which they were said to be 
enclosed — ^what could it avail in such- 
a case? Catherine had read too much 
not to be perfectly aware of the ease 
with which a waxen figure might be- 

intro- 
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introduted^ and a supposititious fti' 
ncral carried on. 

The succeeding morning promised 
something better. . The General's early 
walk, ill-timed as it was in- eviery other 
view, was favourable here ; and when 
she knew him to be out of the house, 
she directly proposed to Miss Tilncy 
the accomplishment of her promise. 
Eleanor was ready to oblige her ; and 
Catherine reminding her as they went 
of another promise, their first visit in 
consequence wae to the portrait in her - 
bed-chamber. It represented a very 
lovely woman, with a mild and pensive 
countenance, justifying, so fair^ the 
expectations of its new observer ; but 
they were not in every respect answer- 
ed, for Catiierine had depended upon ^ 

meeting , 
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meetittgwri^h Matures, aUr.coQ^leia^ . 
that should be the veiy;.iCpui).t^E{iaEt» . 
tlae.ve|y,4mag€i, if not of Hfssay\ .of 

sUe kad JM^ep in.^ habit^of :6biQHing, 
hfiSLijv^ aUv^ay^ an equal resemblaii^ 
of jQ^li^r ai^d child.. A face on^. 
taken Y^ t^kei^ fbais^exi^f^tions* , B^M. 
herc. she was obliged 4;o look a^od coar ^ 
skier and study fer a Ukeiiei^Sv She 
contemplated it, however, hi spite of 
this drawback^ with much em^tif^ i 
and, but for a yet stronger iateresti . 
would have left Lt unwillingly^ 
. Her agitat^ as, they entered ^ 
great gallery was too much for s^^y 
e^d^avour lEit discpurse ; she could only . 
look at her compwion. ..^l^^or's 
countenance was dejected, yet>s^ate; 
and its cpmposure spoke her .enured to 

all 



ail the gloomy objects to which they 
were advancing. Again she passed 
through the folding-doors, again her 
hand was upon the important lock, 
and Catherine, hardly able to breathe, 
was turning to close the former with 
fearful caution, when the figure, the 
dreaded figure of the General himself 
^t the further end of the gallery, stood 
before her! The name of " Eleanor^ 
at the same moment, in his loudest 
tone, resounded through the building, 
giving to his daughter the first inti^ 
mation of his presence, and to Cathe^ 
rine terror upon terror. An attempt 
at concealment had been her first in- 
stinctive movement on perceiving him, 
yet she could scarcely hope to have 
escaped his eye ; and when her friend, 
who with an apologizing look darted 
VOL. II. I hastily 
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Wtily by lier, had jomed-and d^p- 
peared with him, she ra« for. safety to 
her own room, and, locking herself in, 
|)elievcd that she should nev^r hav« 
courage to go down agaii). Sh^ re- 
mained there a^ least, an hour, in iij» 
greatest a^ilation^ d9ep^y;<:)$Huiii;»pn^ 
ing the itate of her ppor -^04; ^^ 
expecting a summons he^«elf fjrpm th^ 
itogry General to attend him ia^hiGr 
6wn apartment. No summons^ ^w- 
ever arrived; and at la^jt, ojq seeing 
a carriage drive up to the Abbey^ slie 
was emboldened to defend nndci^ee^ 
him undei: the protectiKm- of yi^itpf^f 
The break&.st-^oom wad gay with conv 
pany; and' she was named. tb them 
by the General, as the friend-of his 

daughter, in a compUmeirtary/;3tylei 

which so wieli concealed bis .tmumtfyd 

* . c . ' ire, 
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tre» ta tamake her feel secure at leasi 
of life for the present. And Eieanoi; 
mda; a^cosunandx>f caimteEazioe. which 
did honour to her concern for his chsL* 
raster, taking an -early occasion of 
sailing to her, '^ My father only wanted 
me .ta answer a note/' she began to 
hope ^faat she had either be^n unseen 
]igr thei GeoeraV or that from, some 
constderatioii of policy she should be 
allowed toi suppose herself !so. Upoqi 
Ais: trust she dared still to remain in 
his presence, after the company left 
them, and nothing occurred to disr 
tidbit* 

. In the course of thia moming's> r» 
flections^ she came to a resolutbn. of 
making her next attempt on .the fopj- 
biilden door alone* . It would he much 
better m every respect that Eleanor 

1 2 should 
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should know nothing of the matten 
To involve her in the danger of a 
second detection, to court her into aa 
apartment which must wring herheart, 
could not be the office of a friend. 
The General's utmost anger could not 
be to herself what it might be to a 
daughter; and, besides, she thought 
the examination itself would be more 
satisfactory if made without any com- 
*panion. It would be impossible to 
explain to Eleanor the suspicions, irom 
which the other had, in all likelihood, 
been hitherto happily exempt ; nor 
could she therefore, in her presence^ 
search for those proofs of the GeneraFs 
cruelty, which however they might 
yet have escaped discovery,' she fdt 
confident of somewhere drawing forth, 
in the shape of some fragmented jonr^ 

nal. 



J 
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nal, GODlmued . to the last gasp. Of 
the way to the apartment she was now 
perfectly mistress ; and as she wished 
to get it over before Henry's return, 
who wfis expected on the morrow, 
there was no time to be lost. The day 
was Imghty her courage high ; at four 
o'clock, the sun was now two hours 
above the horizon, and it would be 
only her retiring to dress half an hour 
earlier than usual. 

Jt^was done; and Catherine found 
faersself alone in the gallery before the 
clocks had ceased to strike. It was no 
time for thought; she hurried on, 
slipped with the least possible noise 
through the folding doors, and with*- 
out stopping to look or breathe, rusk- 
td^ fon;v:ard to the one in question. 
The Iqqk yielded to her hand, and^ 

1 3 luckily. 
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luckily, with no sullan wand Aa* 
mulA akrm a human being* €hi tip- 
toe she entei^d; the room was before 
her ; but it was some' minutes before 
she couM advainee another step> She 
beheld what fixed her to' tJwe spot and 
agitated every feature^^She saw ar 
llirge^ well^ptopDrtionediftpattment, an 
hfibdsome dimity bed> arranged a» un- 
occupied with an housemaid's care, ^ 
bright Bath stove^ mahogany^ ward^ 
robes and neatly-palntcd chairs, on 
which the warm beams of a western 
sun gaily poured through twa sash 
windows I Catherine had expected 
to have her feelings worked, and work- 
ed they were. Astostishment and doubt 
first seized them ; and a shortly suc-^ 
ceeding ray^ of common sense • added 
sbnie bStter emotronsof shame. She 

* could 
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couid not ^ be mistaken. as< to the room ) 
but hospr grossly mieitaken, in evtiry 
ti»tig else ! — in Miss Tilney's meaningi 
in her own calculation I This apart- 
ment, to which she_ had given a. date 
ik> ancient, a position so awful, proved 
tO' be ehe-end of, what the General's 
father had built. Thiere we?e two 
othep doors in the chamber, leading 
probably into dressingrclosets ; but 
ahe'had'H^ indinatioftto o}>en either. 
Would the veil in which Mrs. Tilney 
had last walked, or the volume in. 
whidi sh6 had last read, remain to tell 
what*- nothings else was allowed to 
whisjjer? No ^ whatever might have 
been- tjie Oefterars crimes, he had cey- 
tainiy tpo much wit to let. them sue 
for detection* She was s^ck of explor- 
iaag,^and delisted but to 'be safe in her 

J 4 own 
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•wn room, with her own hearf only 
privy to its folly ; and she ww on the 
point of retreating as softly as she 
had entered, when the sound of foot^ 
steps, she coiald hardly tell where, 
made her pause and tiemblc. To \m 
found there, even by a servant,, would 
be unpleasant; but. by the General, 
(and he seemed always at hand wheik 
least wanted,) mtach 'worse l-^She lis- 
tened — 'the sound had Ceased ; and 
resolving not to lp$€ a woment, sihff 
passed through aod Islofeed the di)or« 
At that instant a dooj underneath 
w^s .hastily opened ; some one seeme4 
with swift steps to HSQeiS/i the staiirsy 
by the head of which she had yet to 
pass before she could gain the gallery; 
She had no power to move. With a 
Reeling of terror not very definablcv 

! i she 
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ahe fifed ber eyes on the staircase^ 
fui4 ill a few moments it gave Henry 
to her view. " Mr. Tilney !" she ex? 
diaixned in a voice of more than comr 
man astonishmentt He lool&ed .astor 
wshed too. " Good God !" she con-- 
tinned, not attending to his address^ 
" how. c^ine yoii heye ? — ^how came you 
yp that jst^iiicase r" 

" How came I up that staircase V! 
ke repiiedygreatly surpijzed« ^^ Because 
it is* my nearest way from the stabler 
yawl tp my own chamber; and why 
jP^puld I not come up it r" 

Cs^therine recollected herself blusli^ 
ed dieeply, and could say no more. 
He secured to be looking in jber.coun*- 
tiBuaEce for tb^t explanation which he? 
)ip% did not. afford. She moved on 
towajcdS; . the ^Uery. " And niay | 

1 5 not^ 
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aot, in mytturB^"\said ke; u ]to:plishcrf 
iyack the folding dosm^ ^ ask how fi^ 
^aine here r^— Thi&^mssage i&ct Itast iii 
extraordinaiy a. soadu^firom ithe^inreafe 
fkst«<park>ur to youriftpartrattnt^^'ssithat 
atairotse can * be ^ from the^^tablefr M 



mine/' 



' ". I* hay© been, • ' said €a1^rine, * look- 
ing down, " to see youp nidtliet^ 



room/- 



" ^* My tnother's Toom ! — -Is there- any 
thing 'extraordinary to be seen there f^ 
. ^* No, nothing at all.—I tiiotr^ 
you did not mean tocom^ttiaiik tlM 
to-morrow." 

"I did not ex'pect to be^sib)r^ le* 
turn sooner, when 1 went tiway-r but 
three hoiire ago I had the ^teasw^eef 
finding ^ nothing to > detain me.-^Yon 
look patei— I am- afraid I lilarmed- you 

by 
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iby'v ruiifiitig& SO fmt up 4:hose stairs, 
^eo^haf s yau did tiot know— you wcrfc 
w^t AWHte^ <^f-lAitit leading fitmi th« 
uSa^G^ m eotninon^ use?" 

" No, I was noli— You have, had a 
4rttfy £ne^ay f(^ 3^our ride," 

" ' Vety ; — ^atid- does Eleanor leave 

jpeu to AiA your- way. into all the 

:fMMftis 4tt' (Ate" h^s6 ^ y oUfself?" 

'^ ** CM*! no;* i^ shewed me over 

^10 ^real^i^^ part on Saturday— and 

iW«-wew«omiBg b^i^to4ihese rooms-^ 

but only — (dropping her voice)-^your 

-fttther 4WW v«^' us/' - 

iifAAd^ thit prevep[>t6d you;'' said 

Henry, earnestly regarding her. — 

•^i^ Httv^ytjiur .looked ihto all the rooms 

_ * 

JkfHihut passage:?" 

/^ ^ NOj^ ^ Iv(}nly wanted to iifee--*— Is 

liofelti^vigiy^late?- I must go- and dress/' 

1 6 "It 
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. . "It is cmly s^ quarter {Mwi f<m^ 
^shewing his wfitcl)) and.y^u ace not 
jaow in Bath.^. No theatre, no. rootn^ 
to prepare for. Hal£ ^i^ houi: at Nojrthr 

MBger ;nu^ |i6 fiioyigb-'' 

She could ;BG|t; contraiAl^t it, ao^ 
therefore sufieraj herself to be de- 
tained, though h^r df^d* of furdwr. 

* • 

questions in^e her» for llie first time 
jn their, acquaintance, wi^ ta leave 
him. They walked slowly up the g^ 
Jiery, " Have you had any lettiur from 
Bath since I saw you ?" ^ 

" No, and I am very much sur- 
pjized. Isabelli^ promised so Mthfally 
to write directly/' 

. ** Promised so faithfully Ir-A filial- 
ful promise !— That puzzles im.--*I 
have heaf d of a faithful performance* 
But a faithful proBuser-tl^ fidelity of 

pro- 
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promising ! . It is a foWet Utt^e wortfii 
knowing hOWeveti sin,ce it Can deceive 
and ^faiii ypu. . My mother's room h 
yery commodLoAls^ is it npt ? Large 
and 9he^ful«lpokiBg9 >nd the dveMing 
^qs^ts 90 well disposed i It always 
strikes me as the most comfortable 
apartment jin the honse, and I rathei^ 
wonder .that Eleinor should not; take it 
for her own. She sent jou to l0ok at 
it, I suppose ?" 
^ "No." ; /> 

" It has been your own doing en- 
tirely ?" — Catheriile said nothingr- 
After a short silence, during which he 
had closely observed her, he added, *f As 
theve is nothing in the ix)om in itself 
U> raise curiosity^ this must have pro- 
ceeded from a sentiment of respect for 
my nM^ber'a character, as describied by 

Eleanor, 
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iliemary^ The-worl^ I believe, never 
saw a better woman. Bat ^it is not 
often that virtue oan boast sin interest 
sudh as this. The domestic, unpre^ 
teiiding merits of a person never 
known, do not often create that kiiod 
•f fervent^ venerating tenderness wbieh 
would prompt a visit like youre. —Elea- 
nor, I sijippose, has talked- of her a 
great deal ?" 

" Yes, a great deal. That is— no> 
not much, ibnt what she did say, was 
vety interesting. Her dying so md* 
deniy," (slowly, and wi^ hesttatkm-it 
was spoken,) ".and. yoo^— nope of- you 
being at home^-^^and your* father, I 
thoQght-t-peiiMps had. not been-vefy 
fond x)f her." 

" And ftem -theM' civoumstaa>66^/' 



fce^ replied/ {hU cfufcfc eye fixed oft 
hcr's,) " you mfer perhaps the pi dba** 
bility of some negligence-HSome^— (ini- 
voluntarily she shook her- hea<i)'-^or it 
TOfty * be— of * Something ^till less * pan- 
donable/^ She Raised her eyes towsrrcls 
him more ftrily than she had ever done 
before. " My mother's illness/- he 
continued, " the seiztfre which ended 
in her death mas sudden; The malady ^ 
itself, one from which she had ofteii 
suffered, a bilious fcrer**-its cause there- 
fore constitutional. On the third' day, 
in short as soon asshe couldbe prevailed 
ofi, a physician attended her, i very 
respectable man, and tine itf whom she 
had always placed great « confidence^. 
Upon his - opinion of herdanger, two 
others were called in' the next day, and 
xemained < in almost ^constant attend- 
ance 
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^ce for four-anji-tw?nty hours. ^ Og 
the fifth day she died. During the 
progress of her disorder, Fredericlf 
fpifj I (we yrefe both at hp^e) saw her 

* 

"repeatedly.; aiwi from pur own obser- 
,va4,ioa caj^ bear witness to her havigg 
jeccfved every possible attention which 
COuM spring from the aifection of those 
about, her, or which her situation in 
life could command. Poor Eleanor 
was absent, and at such a distance as 
to return only to see her mother in her 
coffin." 

■ " But your father," said Catherine^ 
" was he afflicted ?" ^., 

" For a time, greatly so- . You have 
erred in supposing him not attached 
.to hen He loved her, I am persuaded, 
as well as it was possible for him to — 
We have not all, you know, the same 

tender- 



f 
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ten4ern#s9 of dispqBition — and I wi^I 
not pretend to say. that while she lived, 
she might not often have had mucjh 
to bear, but though his temper injured 
her, his judgment never did. Hi, 

X 

value of her was sincere ; and, if not 
permanently, he was truly afflicted by 
her death." 

. ^* I am very glad of it," said Cathe- 
nnf, ',* it woul^ have .been very shock- 
ingr— ^ ' ; . . ',, . 

. " If I unden^nd you rightly, you 
had form^ a surmise of such horro^ 
as I have hardly words to— — Deax 
Miss Morland, consider the dreadful 
nature of the suspicions you have .en* 
tertained. WTiat have you been judg- 
ing from? Remember flie country 
and the age in which we live. Re- 
member that we are English, that we 

are 



are* Cliristiausi • - Consult ' your -'own 
imderstandingj your-o^m- sense of the 
probaWe, ^ your* own' obsiervation of 
M^iat ' is- passing around jou*— Does 
our education -prepare us' for such 
atit)cities^? ' Do t)uf laws' -coniiiVe at 
theln? <5ould the/ be« .perpetratied 
without being known, in a country 
like this; where sticiat and' litcritiy in- 

eveiy man is surrounded byaTieigh- 

» • , • 1 

bouxhood of VGflutitary spies, and where 
roads' und newspapers lay eveiy 'ftiing 
open ? Dearest ' Miss . Modand, * what 
ideas have you been afdmittin^?-' ' 
'They had reached thie end of the 
gallety; and witJl tears df shame she 
ran off to her owti room/ 

<■ • • . ■ « 

• ■ " r • ^ • 
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arAPTER X. 

TttBM^siciHS'^ of romance were &vwl 
C^fiiefiiie -uras ^tnpletefy'a'^keRad^ 
Hem^VacWrfesd, short as- itted been,- 
liad iiaore thorou^y* bpaaed her ^c» 
to the e^ttn^agaiiceef li^latefWncies 
than dll <heir ifevefai liitep^omtinenti 
had doiak. .Most gricroHsly waelsh* 
hfmnbled. Mos^^ bittefly did she cry: 
It was not only with' heri^lf that riui 
was sqnk-^but with .Henty. Hcif 
folly, which now' seeni6d even crimii 
nai,- was all exposed' to him; and he 
imist despise her for ever. The liberty 
which her imagihatioh had dared tci 
take with the^ chdracter of his father; 

« < 

could he ever forgive it?' Tli^'ab-^ 

surdity 
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surdity of her curiosity «id her fears^ 
could they ever be forgotten? She 

hated herself more. thaJir^e could exr 
press. He had — she thought he had, 
oQ/oe or twice before ^. iatal.mpm- 
11^, shewn something li^e .^flfectipii 
for her,— But now — ^in sl^rt^ she^inadi; 
herself as mjjsi^rajtrle i as . poss^l^le foir 
ahout half lap hfiir, went; .4own wJl^ 
the cloc^ »t?uqk ^ve^ ,w^^h » .hrq^l® 
heart, and cquld se^cely .«gjly;e an 
intelligible an^w^r t^ Eleanor -» in-r 
guiry, if she was welL TTh? fo^* 
pidable Henry soon followed her into* 
the rposcQ, ^nd the only difiezence in 
his behayipur to her, was that he paid 
her rather more attention than usual. 
Catherine bad never wanted ccm^ort 
more, and he, looked as if he w^ 
«?areofit* 

Th© 
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** The evening iii^ore away with no 
abatement of tftis soottiing politeness; 
and her spirits were* gradually mised 
to a modest trahqiiillity. She did lio* 
learn either to forget dr defend the? 
past ; but she learned to hope that it 
would never transpire farther, and that 
it might not cost her Heniy's entire 
regard. Her thoughts being still 
lAiefly fixed on what she had with 
such ^ causeless terror ifelt and done, 
ntothiiigeould shortly be' clearer, than 
that it had befett all la voluntary, selP 
created defusioii, each trifling circunr- 
stan^ce receiving importance from an 
finagttiation revived on alarm, aftd 
every thing forced to bend to one pur- 
pose by A mind' which, before she en^ 
tered the Abbey, had been craving to 
be frightened. She Tremiembercd with 

what 



knawledga of NoitbaageF» She saw- 
l^t <^e iii&tuatioB had been ereat^t 
1^ nii$chiii!f settled long before her 
^uittpiBg B^th^ aad it seemed as if thd 
^boie might be traced to the ioliueiice 
of that sort of treading whieb sheibi4 
th^e iiMittlgedi 

Charmiag a3 were all Mcs^RaddiifeM 
"^Iforksy a^d chariDkig even as wefe 
the iK^o^a* of all hdi:^imita1%>fB^ it.w»4 
mat in tb«m perhaps th^ hi»i!»aii tm* 
t^Vfe, a^ knsfri^ the mi4liiml countam 
of £|ig|aa4» was t0e he kidfc^i for;. Qi 
th^ Alps B^ Pyremses, with thek put 
ftsests mi tbtir vices ^ they mtgfaf 
give ^ 'faithAil deKn^aticm ;. alid Itely^ 
Siwits^laud, and the South of Ftasie^ 
«righ* be asi fruitful in horrors as they 
w^f» theite cefireartkted Calt)erio4 

dared 
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Wmi^r -J^lifl .*T<Bi) «f that, if hsu4 
ptmt0^-fff^\d h«veyi^e4 the northr 

« 

wmljs :siMP^ ^seompi^ foe the existence 
ewtt Ofi a'mi»'«Wit ]^)oye4) m the laws 
^ the iaftd, s^nd tl^p maiuiers of tbe 
ige. Mardf«wa$ 9Qt tDlei^ated, sei:^ 
m(^ wfw iW^t. nlftvesi and neither 
pciion nwHiteeping jpptioa$« to be pm^ 
curedi^ j^e ih^b^rl^, fr^m eifeiy drug* 
gi^tt .Jktnomg th^ Ailpaand Pyi^ees, 
^)«»^a^> tbece w^e ^^^ mixed char 
nutei^i. There,. wph as were not ha 
i^ttesa ^ it^ ^Ofiel,: 9)ig^t have thfi 
dttpofiitiMis of a. %nd^ But IB Eifkgr 
land it wa^ not so ; -among, the Eilgliishi 
rite helkiiied^' ki th^f be|,$t$ 9#d hahijts^ 
tiiere.vas a gOMSsI t^^gh. ^^equal 

mixture 
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mixture of good and bad. li^^poB tliu 
conviction, she would not be siirprlsBed 
if even in Henry. and Elei^ior T^aey^ 
some flight imperf<6ction might here^ 
after appear ; and upon this convictioii 
she need not fear to acknowledge, some 
actual specks in the chaiacter of their 
father, who, though cleared from the 
grossly injurious suspicions which she 
must ever blush to have (^tertaii^, 
ahe did believe, upon serious consider- 
ation, to be not perfectly amiable. 

Her mind -made up on these se^ 
Veral poiiits, and her res^^httioncfenned, 
of always judging atid acting inftttuse 
'with the gi^test good selise, she had 
notlniig to do but to forgive hei^SMslf 
and be happier than ever; and tiie 
lenient baiid of time did muoh foi her 
by insensible gradations; in the course 

of 
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of anotha: day. Henry's astonishing 
generosity and nobleness pf conduct, 
in never alluding in the slightest way 
to what had passed, was of the greatest 
assistance to her ; and sooner than she 
could have supposed it possible in the 
beginning of her distress, her spirits 
became absolutely comfortable, and 
capable, as heretofore, of continual 
improvement by any thing he said. 
There wei'e still some subjects indeed, 
linder which she believed they must 
always tremble; — ^the mention of a 
chest or a cabinet, for instance — and 
«hc did not love the sight of japan in 
any shape : but evei> she could allow; 
that an occasional memento of past 
foHy, however painful, might not be 
without use. 

The anxieties of commoii life began 
VOL. II. K soon 
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soon to succeed to the alanns of romance. 

t _ 

Her desire of hearings from Isa.hella' 
grew every day greater. Shewasqi^itc 
impatient to know how the B^th wpdd 
went an, and how the Room^ were 
attended ; and especially was ^^^ 
anxious to be assured of Isabella's bair<- 
' ing matched some fine netting-^co^to]^ 
on which she had left her intent ; ^^4 
of her continuing on the best terms 
with James. Mer only depenj(i^t»Ge for 
information of any kind was o^ I^* 
bella. James had protested ^^y^ 
writing to her till his return to Qi^^o^j 
and Mrs. Allen had given her no l^opes 
of a letter till she had got back to 
FuUerton. — But Isabella hfid pr^^mi^e^ 
aiid promised again; ^nd whfsn &^ 
promised a thing, she w§,s so scru- 
pulous in performing it ! tfa^ n^N^ it 
90 particularly strange ! 

For 
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. ftur lime sacoeasive mornings,. Ca^ 
thfirine wondered over the repetition 
of a disappointment, which each mom^ 
ing b^ame more severe : but, on the 
tenth) when she entered the hreakfastr 
fxx>m, her first object was a letter, heLci 
out by Henry's willing hand. She 
thanked him as heartily as if he had 
written it himself. " Ti& only from 
James, however," as she looked at tfao 
direction. She opened it; it Mra, from 
Os^fbid. ; and tb this purpose : — 

*^ Dear Catherine, 

" Though) God knows, with 
little inclination for writing, I think 
it my duty to tell you, that every thing 

is at an end between Miss Thorpe and 

» 

me, — I left her and Bath yesterday, 
never to see either again. I shall not 

K S enter 



( 196 ) 

enter into particulars, they would tmly 
pain you more* You .will soon hear 
enough from another quarter to know 
where lies the blame ; and I hope will 
acquit your brother of every thing but 
the folly of too easily thinking his af- 
fection retiimed. Thank God ! I am 
undeceived in time ! But it is a heavy 
blow ! — After my fathers consent had 
been so kindly given — but no more of 
this. She has made me miserable for 
ever! Let me soon hear from you, 
dear Catherine ; you are my only friend; 
your love I do build upon. 1 wish 
your visit at Northanger may be over 
before Captain Tilney makes his en- 
gagement known, or you will be un- 
comfortably circumstanced. — Poor 
Thorpe is in town : I dread the sight 
of him ; his honest heart would feel so 

much. 
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much. I have written to him and my 
father. Her duplicity hurts me more 
than all; till the very last, if I rea- 
soned with her, she declared heyself 
as much attached to me as ever, and 
laughed at my fears. I am ashamed to 
think how long I bore with it ; but if 
ever man had reason to believe himself 
loved. I was that man. I cannot un-* 
derstand even now what she would be 
at, for there could be no need of my be^ 
ing played off to make her secure of 
TUney. We parted at last by mutual 
consent — ^happy for me had we never 
met! I can never expect to know 
such another woman ! Dearest Cathe^ 
rine, beware how you give your h^eart. 

" Believe me," &c. 

Catherine had not read three lines 

K 3 before 



before her sudden change of counter 
nance, and short exclamations of sos^ 
rowing wonder, declared her to be re-- 
ceiving unpleasant news ; and Henry, 
earnestly watching her through the 
whole letter, saw plainly that it ended 
no better than it began. He was pre* 
vented, howerer, from even lookii^ 
his surprize by his fatiier's eAtraiice» 
They went to breakfEtst dipcctly ; bttt 
Catherine could hardly eat any thing:* 
Tears filled her eyes, and even ran 
down her dbeeks ajs l^he sai. The ie1>- 
ter was tme tmoment m her hand, ihxn 
in her lap, and then in her |)odket; 
and i^he looked bs if she faoi^r/not 
what she did^ The Genesal, bstwecsn 
his cocoa and his Newspaper, had luck- 
ily no leisure for noticing her ; but to 
the otjaex two her distress was^ equally 
. . visible. 
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visiMe. As soon as she daiied' leave 
the table she hurried away to her own 
room ; but the house-maids were busy 
in it, and she was oWiged to come 
down again. She turned into the 
drawing-room for privacy, but Henry 
and Eleanor had likewise retreated 
thither, and were at that moment deep 
in consultation about her. She drew 
back, trymg to beg their pardon, but 
was, with gentle violence, forced to 
return ; and the others withdrew, after 
l^ieanOT had affectionately expressed 
a wish rf being of use or comfort ta 
her. 

After half an hour's free indulgence 
of grief and reflection, Catherine felt 
equal to encountering her friends ; but 
whether she should make her distress 
known to them a^s another consider- 

K 4 atioxu 
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ation. Perhaps, if particularly quesr 
tioned; she might just give an idea — 
just distantly hint at it— but not more. 
To expose a friend, such a friend as Isa- 
bella had been to her— and then their 
own brother so closely concerned in 
it! — She believed she must wave the 
subject altogether- Henry and £lea- 
. noi" were by themselves in the break- 
fast-room ; and each, as she entered it, 
looked at her anxiously. Catherine 
took her place at the table, and, after 
a short silence, Eleanor said, " No bad 
news from FuUerton, I hope? Mn 
and Mrs^ Morland — your brothers and 
sisters— I hope they are none of thenar 
ill?" 

" No, I thank you," (sighing as she 
spoke,) " they are all very well. My 
letter was from my brother at Oxford." 

Nothing 
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Nothing further was said for a few 
minutes; and then speaking through 
her tears, she added, " I do not think 

4 

I shall ever wish for a letter again !" 

" I am sorry," said Henry, closing 
the book he had just opened; " if I 
had suspected the letter of containing 
any thing unwelcome, I should have 
given it with ve^ry different feelings." 

" It contained something worse than 
anybody could suppose ! — Poor James 
is so unhappy ! — You will soon know 
why." 

" To have so kind-hearted, so affec- 
tionate a sister," replied Henry, warm- 
ly, " must be a comfort to him under 
any distress." 

•^' I have one favour to beg," said 
Catherine, shortly afterwards, in an 
agitated manner, " that, if your bro- 

K 5 ther 



ftier should be eoming here, yoU will 
give me notice of it, that I may go 
away/* 

" Our brother ! — Frederick f* 

** Ye» ; I am sure I should be very 
sorry to leave you so soon, but some- 
thing has happened that would make it 
very dreadful for me to be in the sam« 
hotise with Captain TOney/' 

Eleandr's work was suspended while 
she gazed with increasing astonishment; 
but Henry began to suspect the truth, 
and something, in which Miss Thorpe's 
name was included, passed his lips. 

"How quick you are !" cried Cathe- 
rine : " you have guessed it, I declare ! 
— ^And yet, when we talked about it in 
Bath, you little thought of its ending 
50. Isabella — no wonder now I have 
not heard from her — Isabella has de- 
serted 
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serted my brother, and is to marry 
your*s! Could you have. believed there 
had been such inconstancy and fickle^ 
xiess, and every thing that is bad in the 
world ?" 

'' I hope, so far as concerns my 
brother, you are misinformed. I h<^ 
he has not had any material share 
in bringing on Mr. Morland*» disap- 
pointment. His marrying Miss Thorpe 
is not probable. I think you must be 
deceived so far. I am very sorry for Mr. 
Morland — sorry that any one you love 
should be unhappy ; but my surprize 
would be greater at Frederick's marry- 
ing her, than at any other part of the 
story. " 

" It is very true, however; you shall 

read James's letter yourself. — Stay 

there is one part " recoUecting 

with a blush the last line. 

k6 "Will 
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" Will you take the trouble of readU . 
ing to us the passages which concern 
Biy brother?" 

" No, read it yourself," cried Cathe* 
rine, whose second thoughts were 
clearer. " I do not know what I was 
thinking of," (blushing again that she 
bad blushed before,) — " James only 
means to give me good advice." 

He gladly received the letter ; and,, 
having read it through, with close at- 
tention, returned it saying, ^' Well^ 
if it is to be so, I can only say 
that I am sorry for it. Frederick will 
not be the first man who has chosen a 
wife with less sense than his family ex- 
pected. I do not envy his situation, 

either as a lover or a son." 

^^ » 

Miss Tilney, at Catherine's invita- 
tion, now read the letter likewise ; and, 
having expressed also her concern and 

surprize. 
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surprize, began to« inqviire iota Mm 
Thorpe's conuexkiiis and fortune* , 

" Her mother ifi a yerjr good swt of 
woman," was Catherine's answer. 

*' What was her father ?" 

** A lawyer, I believe- — ^They live at 
Putney." 

*^ Are they a wealthy family ?" 

" No, not very. I do not believe 
Isabella has any fortune at all : but 
that will not signify in your family. — 
Your father is so very liberal ! He told 
nie the other day, that he only valued 
money as it allowed him to promote 
the happiness of his children." The 
brotlier and sister looked at each other,* 
" But," said Eleanor, after a short 
pause, " would it be to promote Tiis 
happiness,' to enable him to marry such 
a girl? — She must be an unprincipled 

one. 
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mii, or «he coijiid not «lmire used ycmr 
brother so.^*- And how steangeun infa^ 
timtion on FjPederidi's^ sW^J A girl 
who, before his eye»^ is violating an 
engagement volunti^rily entered into 
with another man f I» not. it incon- 
ceivable, Henry ? Frederick toOj who 
always wore hii^jieart so proudly r who 
found no woman godd enough to be 
loved !^ 

" That is the most unpromising cir- 
cumstance, the strongest presumption 
against him. When I think of his 
past declarations, I give him up. — 
Moreover, I have too good an opinion 
of Miss Thorpe's prudence, to suppose 
that she would part with one gentleman 
before the other was secured. It is all 
over with Frederick indeed ! He is a 
deceased man — defunct in understand- 
ing. 
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ing. Prepare for your. sister-m-laMr, 
Eleanor, and such a sister-in-law as 
you must delight in ! — Open, candid, 
artless, guileless, with affections strong 
but simple, forming too pretensions, 
and knowing no disguise.** 

•* Such a sister-in-law, Henry, I 
should delight in,*^ said Ekanor, with 
a smile. 

** But perhaps,** observed Catherine, 
" though she has behaved so ill by our 
family, she may behave better by your 's. 
Now she has really got the man she 
likes, she may be con^jtant.** 

" Indeed I am afraid she will,'* re- 
plied Henry; " I am afraid she will be 
very constant, unless a baronet should 
come in her way ; that is Frederick's 
only chan6e.-^l will get the Bath pa- 
per, and look over the arrivals.** 

*^ Your 
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"You think it is all for ambition 
then ? — ^And, upon my word, there are 
some things . that seem very Uke it. I 
cajmot forget, that, when she first 
knew what my father would do for 
them, she seemed quite disappointed 
that it was not more. I never was so 
deceived in any one's character in my 
life before." ^ 

" Among all the great variety that 
you have known and studied." 

'^ My own disappointment and loss 
in her is very great ; but, as for poor 
James, I suppose he will hardly ever 
recover it." 

" Your brother is certainly very 
much to be pitied at present ; but we 
must not, in our concern for his suffer- 
ings, undervalue your's. You feel, I 
suppose, that, in losing Isabella, you 

lose 
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lose half yourself : you fe«l a void iji 
your heart which nothing else can oc- 
cupy. Society is beopmii^g, irk^me ; 
and as for tjie ,ai9U^meiD;te;in^whicI| 
you were wont to share at Bath, the 
very idea of them without hier is ab- 
horrent; You would not, for instaivce, 
now go to a ball for the world, ; Voift 
feel that you have no longer a.ny friend 
to whom you can sp»k.,with unre- 
serve ; on wj^jbise regai4 you can plaqe 
dependence ; or whose couns^l^ in, any 
difficulty, you could rely on. You feel 
all this ?" 

" No," said Catherine, after a few 
moments' reflection, ^* I do not — ought 
I? To say the truth, though I am 
hurt and grieved, that I cannot still 
love her, that I am never to hear from 
her, perhaps never to see her again, I 

do 
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40 not fed so very,'vety much afflicted 
as one 'would have thought."* 
• ** You feel, as you always do, what 
is most to the ertxtifc of humati nati^re. 
—Such feeliu^ ought to be investiT 
gatedj that they may know themselves.** 
Gatherkie, by some chance or other, 
fouiid her spirits so vefy mticih relieved 
by this conversation, that she could 
HM riegfet hetboxig ted 'dn,. though so 
tiiiiKxrd^iltJkbly,' ^ mention the cireum'* 
Mancic which bad produced it 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Froh this time, the subject was ire- 
qixa^y camvassed hy the three young 
pec^k ; amd Catherine founds with 
some rarpme, that her two yo^m^ 
iUends wen perfectly agreed in cbn^ 
tillering Isabella's wauit of consequenoi^ 
and fbftttne as iys:ely to thmw great 
^fiicult^ in tile way of her marrying 
their brother* Their persuasion that 
lihe General wbiild^ upon this groujad 
alone, independent <^ the objection 
that might be nlised against her eha** 
lacter, oppose the connexion, turned 
her feelings moieover with iaotne ah^rm 
towards herself, She was as iiiiignifi^ 
cant, and p^baps as portionlesi^ as 

Isabella ; 
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Isabella ; and if the heir of the Tilney 
property had not grandeur and wealth 
enough in himself, at what point of 
interest were the demands of his 
younger brother to rest? The very 
painful reflections to which this thought 
led, could only be dispersed by a de- 
pendence on the effect of that parti- 
eular partiality, which, as she was 
given to understand hy his woids as 
Well as his actions, she had from the 
first been so fortunate as to excite in> 
the General ; and by a recollection of 
some most getierous and disinterested 
sentiments on the subject of money, 
which she had more than onfce heardr 
him utter, and which tempted her to 
thinik his disposition in such matters 
misunderstood by his children. 
They were so fully convinced, how^ 

ever. 
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ever, that their brother would not have 
^he courage to apply in person for his 
father's consent, and so repeatedly as- 
sured her that he had never in his 
life been less likely to come to North- 
anger than at the present time, that 
she suffered her mind to be at ease as 
to the necessity of any sudden removal 
of her own. But as it was not to be 
supposed that Captain Tilney, when- 
ever he made his application, would 
give his father any just idea of Isa- 
bella's conduct, it occurred to her as 
highly expedient that Henry should 
lay the whole business before him as 
it really was, enabling the General by 
that means to form a cool and impar- 
tial opinion, and prepare his objections 
on a fairer ground than inequality of 
situations. She proposed it to him ac- 
cordingly ; 
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^fftiBgly ; but h^ did nfit c^tch at thf 
measure: $q eagerly as &h^ had exp§e1>* 
^. f' No," sa,id he, " my father'^ 
h{^nd$ njeed. not be strength^ed^ and 
jPnederick's confession of folly n^eed 
not be fr^restalled. He must tdl hi$ 
own story." 

" But he will tell only half of it" 
" A quarter would be e»pugh," 
A dsi^y or two pajBsed away and 
ij^rought no tidings of Ca|>tain Tilftey. 
His brother ?aid sister Jcncw v^Q% what 
to thin^. Sometimes it: i^p^arod to 
them a^ if his ^ilience would be the 
natural result of th^ $uq>f^ted exk- 
gagement, and at others: that it wu 
wholly incompatild^ with ii. The 
General, meanwhile, though olSmded 
every morning by Frederick's remifift^ 
ness in writing, was free fnom any 

real 
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ireal anxiety about him; ^ud had im^ 
more pressing solicitude thatn tha^t of 
paaking Miss Mojland's^ tijnae at Nort;h-f 
^uger pa^s pleasaatly.. He often cxr. 
pres^ bis uneasiness on thi^ bead^ 
feared the sameness of every day's 
society and employments would dis- 
gust her with the place^ wished the 
Lady Frasere bad been in the couptfj,. 
talked every now and then of having 
a large paity to dinjier, and onpe , oar 
twice began eveij to calculate the 
number of young da,p.cpig people^ in 
the neighbourhood. But' theii it w^ 
such ^ dead time of year^ no wiidrfowl, 
no game, 4nd th^ l^ad j Frasers vi^ere 
not in the country." And it all endedj^ 
at last, in his telling Henry one iipm- 
ing^ that wliaa he next went, to Wood* 
ston, . they would take him by ^urpri;;^ 

there 



(' ^1^ ) 

r • ■ ■ 

there some day or other, and eat their 
mutton with him. Henry was greatly 
honoured and very happy, alid Cathe- 
• fine was quite delighted with the 
scheme. " And when do you think, 
sir, I may look forward to this plea- 
sure ? — I must be at Woodston on 
Monday to attend the parish meetfng, 
and shall probably be obliged to stay 
two or three days.'* 
A u "^qW^ well, we will take our chance 
some one of those days. There is no 
lieed to fix. You are not Jbo put your- 
j^elf at all out of your way. Whatever 
you may happen to have in the house 
will be enough. I think I can answer 
for the young ladies making allowance 
for a bachelor's table. Let tne see; 
Monday will be a busy day with you, '* 
we will not come on Monday; and 
' Tuesday 
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Tuesday will be a busy one with me- 
I expect my surveyor from Brockham 
with his report in the morning; and 
afterwards I cannot in decency ikil 
attending the club. I really could not 
face my acquaintance if I staid away 
now ; for, as I am known to be in the 
country, it would be taken exceedingly 
amiss ; and it is a rule with me, Miss 
Morland, n^iver to give offence to any 
of my neighbours, if a small sacrifice 
of time and Attention can prevent it 
They are a set of very worthy men» 
They have half a biick from North- 
anger twice a year ; and I dine with 
them whenever I can. Tuesday, there- 
fore, we may say is. out of the ques- 
tion. But on Wednesday, I ttnnk^ 
Henry, you may expect us; and we 
shall be with you early, that we may 
VOL.IJ., X have 
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have time to look aboot lis. Two houraf ' 
and three quarters- will carry us to 
Woodston, I suppose ; we shall be in* 
the carriage by teu ; so,, about a quar-* 
tcr before one on Werfnesday, you may * 
look for us." 

A ball itself could not have been 
more welcome to Catherine than thi^' 
little excursion, so strong was her 
desire to be acquainted with Woocl- 
ston ; and her heart was still bounding^ 
with joy, when Henry, aboutr.an hour 
afterwards, came booted and great 
coated into the room whet6^ she and 
Eleanor were sitti^ig^ and saidy "J am 
come, young ladies, id a. very moraliz* 
ing strain, to observe that pur pleascires 
in tlu6 world are always to be paid for, 
and that we often purchase them at a 
great disadvantage, giving yeady-mo- 

nied 
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xiied actual hdppme^ for a draft ou 
the future^ that may not be honoiited« 
"Witness myself, at 'iMs present houn 
Because I am to hope for the satisfacr 
tioa of seeing you at Woodston on 
Wednesday, which bad weather, .or 
twenty other causes may prevent, I 
must go away directly, two days be- 
fore I^ intended it." 

" Go away !" said Catherine, with a 
very long face ; " and why ?^ 

" Why ! — How can you ask the ques- 
tion? — Because no time is to be, lost in 
frightening my old housekeeper out of 
her wits,— because I must go and pre- 
pare a dinner for you to be sure." 

**01i! not seriously !" 

" Aye, and sadly too — for I had 
much i:athep stay." 

" But 1k)W can you^ think of such a 

L S thing, 
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thing, after what the General said? 
wheix he so particularly desired you 
n&t to give yourself any trouble, be- 
cause ^»y thing would do." 

Henry only smiled. " I am sure it 
is quite unnecessary upon your sisier^s 
account and mine. You must know 
it to be so; and the General made 
such a point of your provicSing nothing 
extraordinary : — besides, if he had not 
said half so much as he did, he has al- 
ways such an excellent dinner at home, 
that sitting down to a middling on^ 
for one day could not signify." 

" I wish I could reason like you, for 
his sake and my own. Good bye. As 
to-morrow is Sunday, Eleanor, I shall 
not return." 

He went ; and, it being at any time 
a much simpler operation to Catherrne 

to 
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to doubt her own judgment than 
Henry's, she was very soon obliged to 
give him credit for being right, how- 
ever disagreeable to her his going. 
But the inexplicability of the GeneraVs 
conduct dwelt much on her tlK)Ughts. 
That he was very particular in his 
eating, she had, by her<)wn unassisted 
observation, already discovered ; but 
^why he should s^y one thing so posi- 
tively, and mean another all the while, 
was* most unaccountable ! How weve 
people, at that rate, to be understood ? 
Who but Henry could' have been aware 
cf what his father was at ? 

t'rom S«tunlay to Wednesday, how* 
ever, they were now to be without 
Henry. This ^as the sad finale of 
«£?ery reflection :-^and Captain Tiln^y's 
letter wouM certaiidy come in his ab- 

L 8 scnce? 
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j»ejice; aiu} Wedi^sday she was very 
sjLire v^ould be wet The past, pr^srat, 
siXid future, were all equally m gloonu 
H^r biother (so unl>appy, ajMi her lo^f ii^ 
l3a})ellj|.so great; m4 Mf^i^kofs spirits 
always effected by Hejiry'^ ab^^nce! 
What was there tq i^ter^st or afnuse 
her? She was tired of thle woods ajid 
th6 shrubberies — always so smooth Mxd 
48(0 dfy ; and the Abbey iii itself trw iMO 
more tp her iu>w thaii ^ny oth^ hpu^- 
The painful t^membraftc^ of the foUy 
it had helped tp nourish »wl perfw% 
-was th^ paly flinptiopi wiv$h eo^oltl 
spring fron} ^ (?onsid0]:fttio4 pf th» 
Jbivilding. What a revftlu<sipi\ in her 
ideas | . sh^; wfeo l^d m jogged tP be 
In an abibey ! Nqw, ttie'i^ was ootjbi&g 
fo cliarming. iXh her imagii»tii»: m tiwj 
^to|)irfc|eftdi»g eop^fert erf a wja-coiv- 

: ^ nected 
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BQqted Parsoimge, something like Ful- 
lertoD). but. better: FuUerton had its 
faults, but Woodston probably had 
j^one. — If Wednesday should ever 
come! : * 

It did come, and exactly when it 
might be reasonably looked fon It 
. came — it was fine — and Catherine trod 
(On air. J^ ten o'clock, the chaisc'^and* 
four conveyed the two frpm the Abbey ; 
and,. after an agreeable drive of almost 
twenty miles^ they entered Woodston, 
A large and populous village,, in a si- 
tuation not unpleasant. Catherine ws^s 
.ajshamed to say how pretty she thought 
Jt, as the General seemed to think an 
^apology necessary for the flatness of 
-the country, and the size of the vil- 
Ji^^ge ; but in her heart she preferred it 
.to. any plape §he had. ever bwn a.t, and 

L 4 ^ looked 
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looked with great admiration at evefy 
neat house above the rank of a cottage, 
and at all the little^ chandler's shops 
which they passed. At the further 
end of the village, and tolerably diah 
engaged from the rest of it, stood the 
Parsonage, anew-built substantial sltonc 
Jiouse, with its semi-circular sw;eep and 
"greengates; and, as they drove up to 
the door, Henry, with the friends of 
his solitude, a large Newfoundland 
puppy and two or three terriers, wa$ 
ready to receive and make much oi 
them. 

Catherine's mind was too full, a» 
she entered the house, for her either to 
obsei've or to say a great deal ; and, till 
called on by the General for her opi- 
nion of it, she had v^ry little idea of 
the room in which she was. sitting- 

Upon 
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tTpon looking round it then, she per- 
ceived in a moment that it was the 
most comfortable room in the world; 
but she was too guarded to say so, wi 
the coldnessr of her praise disappointed 
him. 

" We are not calling it a good house,'* 
said he.— "We are not comparing it 
with FuUerton and Northanger — We 
are considering it as a mere Par- 

, sonj^e, small and confined, we allow, 
but decent perhaps, and habitable ; and 
altogether not inferior to the gene- 
rality ; — or, in other words, I believe 
there are few country parsonages in, 
England half so good. It may admit 
of improvement, however. Far be it 
from me to say otherwise; and any 
^ling in reason-^-a bow thrown out, 

. pcrhaps^^thoUgh, between ourselves, 

l5 if 



jf ik^t^ isr.QXi^ thing: vQom thmjvs^^'tr 
rfny aversion, it i3 * pajkobed-Q& bow.'*- 

Qs^th^rine cjid^ iv>t hear oitough cif 

thiis speech to<uiuierstaiid or ]^j>amfid 

,by it; aad other . aubjwts beiiig atii- 

diously brought forward and supportsed 

by Uenry^ at the sa^ne time thsit A tray 

:f uU of y^ff eshments iwa^ introdjac^d bg^ 

.Jv». s^ry^mt; the Geneml wM shoctly 

4:e$tored to his.QomplaceiKyr ^^ ^^ 

th^ri^e to ciU \»r u$ual e^^se q£ s^^Ut 

i :'I^rQoii^iQque$1ionw^9ofaa)xnm^ 

..diiCAifi; w^l-f>f oportioued si^e^ and hand- 

«jipmely:litt«d i^p ail ji dming parloiti; 

and en their quitting it to walk roujad 

:Jthe ground^; she was i^hewB, first into 

a «iiiallf r ap^rtment^ belonging peou- 

Jiarly to the 'n>^ster of the hotise^ snd 

made nnusuaUy tidy cm the occasiotf; 

i^iu) Afterward* into what was to be the 

drawing- 
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4^»mMig*nbm, with the a|>peatAii(3e of 
vhi&h, liii^iigh ttnf araisl^, Catherine 
wafejdeBghted endugh even to satisfy 
the General, it was a prettily-shaped 
fdDm, the Mjitkiows rea6hing^ to the 
grtmnd, ajid the view itom them plea- 
sattt^ though only ovttr greien meadows ; 
and she expressed-h^r . adiniration at 
the i^oment with all th^ honest sim- 
plfeaty wi<*i wbi<^ she felt it. *^ Oh t 
why do not you :fit up this room, Mh 
Kte6y ? What a prty not to have it 
fittedl up-! It is the prettiest [room i 
#wfer sftw;-^it is the p^ettitst xoom m 

• ••* I trust,^ said the General, with • ^ 
imlst. satisfied smile, "that it will very 
ifke&iilf be furHished*: it watts only 
for a lady's taBter 

" Wellj if it was my hoiise, I should 
:, L 6 nevcF 
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B^ver sit any where 6ljse. Oh ! what a 
9W€et little cottage there is among the 
trees-r*apple tr^ees tool It is the pretr 
tiest cottage!" — * 

*'Ypu like it— you Approve it as am 
otgect; — it is enough. Henry, remem- 
ber that Robinson is spoken to about 
it. The cottage remains/' 
. Sueli a compliment recalled all Ca-^ 
theriHe's consciousness, and silenced 
her directly; and, though pointedly 
yppJI^ to by the.G^ieral for her efa^ice 
of the prevailing colour of the pa^f 
and hangings, nothing like anopiniim 
on the subject could be dtawix frw) 
hen The influence of fresh objects 
and firesh air, however, was of great 
tjise in dissipating these embarrassiif 
associations ; and, having reached tbd 
ornamental part of the premises, con- 
sisting 
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msti^g of a walk round two sides itf a 
meadowi <m whie^i Heniy's genius htti 
begqn to act about half a year ago^ 
she was sufficiently recovered to thinh 
si; prettier than any » pleasure-ground 
she had ever been in before, though 
there was not a shrub in it higher than 
the green bench in the corner. 

A saunter into o;ther meadows, and 
through part of the village, with a visifc 
to the stables to examine some im^ 
provements, and a charming game of 
play with a Utter df puppies jitstable 
to roll about, bitmght ^m tb fout 
o'clock, when Catherine scarcely 
thought it' could be thsee. At foui 
they were to dine, and at six to set off 
on their return. Never bad any 6j^y 
passed so quickly 1 

She 
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:■ ^ie e/onkA h(it btit obsetY^ thiaLt the 
ilRindanc6 of the dins^r dy Bof seem 
1^ create the i^fnaH^t'^tOfiishni^iit m 
Ae Gen^rd? nkyi that h«? was even 
looking at the side-^taU^ ior 6o\di meat 
wbkh was not there. Hts^ soii and 
daughter's observations were of a dif- 
ferent ki«A -They- had seldom seen 
Vask eat ecv heartily at trny table bat his 
own; aid never bidbre known him so 
little disconcerted by the melted but- 
itcr*s being oiled. - * ' - 

* • * 

At six o'clock, the Geheral ha\nng 
taken his cioflfee, the carriage again re- 
ceived thettf; and so gratifying had 
been the telaot* of his conduct through- 
out the whole visit/ so- weH assured 

Uras her mind oh the ^Abjeef? oF^his* 

< • 

expectations, that, coUld she have felt 

equally 
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equally confident of the wishes of his 
son/ Catherine would have quitted 
Woodston^with Ijttle auxie^y as to the 
How or the When she might return 
Jo.it • 



« 
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CHAPTER XIL 

The next mommg brought the fol- 
lowing very unexpected letter from 
Isabella : — 

Baihf April ■ ■ 

My dearest Catherine, 

I received your two kind 
letters with the greatest delight, and 
have a thousand apologies to make for 
not answering them sooner. I really 
am quite ashamed of my idleness; but 
in this horrid place one can find time 
for nothing. I have had my pen in 
my hand to begin a letter to you al- 
most every day since you left Bath, 
but have always been prevented by 

some 



J 



sotae silly tr^r m other. Pray write 
to me soon, and direct ta my own 
home. Thaiik God t wc leave this 
vile place td^niorrow; Since you went 
away, I have had no pleasure in it— 
the dust is beyond any' thing- ; and 
every ]K>dy one cares for is gone. I 
believe if I could see you I should not 
mind the r69t, for you are dearer to 
me than^any body can conceive^ I aiti 
quite uneasy about your dear brother, 
not having heard frof)! him since he 
went to Oxf6rd>; and sm feaiful of 
ftome misunderstaciding, Your kind 
offices will set att right: — ^be is the 
cmly man I ever did or could Ibve^ and 
I trust you will convince him of it 
The spring ^diions bxc partly down.; 
and the hats the mc^t frightfol you 
^n imagine. I hope you spend your 

time 



1 

,ne^er think of^nye. I will sot say i^l 
.th^t I couJ4 of.tJw f^ly ypu aj^ 

.rous, or, ^tj;.ywioagiM??pt;%B^ ypu.^- 
.te^m^l^littitis^yeay flifiicult tq knoir 
;wbB^ to..|tF)isty i. and, young men nevqr 

,1 rfjojjB^j %» ,«ay> vtHat tfe^iyenng »»» 

.Tibey, .wh% as yQu niay reiiiemW> 
[WH apia^ngly disposed to follow and 
t^iise mp, beffrt'e yofu. \v:«»t Mway. -Af- 
.^rwatds h^ got ;wi(>iw, . abd h^ojum 
4uite my shadow. . Mwyi^irlsi might 
:l3»!re;fade»i ^ken<ni,jfoi: Tifii^; were 
jach attaxfibn^ : ).iiut I.kaey^ the fickle 
«cx tbo.welli, ' tie i^ont .nway to his 
;. . * regiment 
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^regiment tyo .^ay» .ago, and I timt I 
thsAl ii0ver b^ [plagued with him aglaia. 
H^ , is the greatest coxcomb I ever 
tsair, atid ainaian^y disagreeable. The 
lft$|: rtwo day^j he wife always by the 
i»de . of Charlotte Davis : I pitied hi5 
t taste, Tbut tool;; ao, notice of him. The 
h»t time we met waa.iB Bsithrstreet, 
a»d I ttinied dixe^tly^into. a shop that 
jie. might jiot jspeiak to me ;-^I would 
not even :look at him. He went into 

* • 

the Pump*-ro(«a aftecwirds; but I 
would not have followed irim forall 
the world, ^uch a contrast between 
lum and ybur brother !^-rpray BCnd mfc 
«(nnenew& of thchrtfto? — I am quitfe 
unhappy about hinv he seemed so u&r 
«omfbrtaUe when he went awayv "wrifli 
ftQo}d» dr sotnetMng that aiffexted hils 
jlpirits. ' I iiv«»iJd wiitei to hini myself, 

but 



\ 
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but have mislaid his direction; and, sfft 
I hinted above^ am afraid he took 
something in my conduct atniss. Pray 
explain every thing to his satisikction; 
or, if hestiU harbours any doubt, a line 
from himself, to me^ or a call at Putn^ 
when next in town, might set all to 
r^hts. I have not been to the Ro<m» 
this age, nor to the Play, except going 
in last night with the Hodges\ for a 
frolic, at half-price : they -teased me 
into it;, and I was determined they 
should not say I shut myself up be- 
caui« rilnqr was gone. Wehappened 
to sit by tile Mitchells, and they i^re- 
tended to be quite sarprized to see me 
ouit. , I knew their apite: — ^at one time 
they could not be civil to me, but now 
tbey are all friendship; but J am not 
.such a fool as to be taken in by theuK 

You 
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You know 1 have a pretty good spirit 
Ojf my own. » Anne Mitchell had tried 
to put on a turban like mine, as I wore 
it the week before at the Concert, but 
made wretched work of it — ^it hap- 
pened to become my odd face I be- 
lieve, at least Tilney told me so at the 
titne, and said every eye was upon me; 
but he is the last man whose word I 
would take. I wear nothing but pur- 
ple now. : I know I look hideous in it, 
but no matter— it is your dear bro- 
ther's iavburite colour. Lose no time, 
ipy dearest, swtetest Catherine, in 
writing to him and to me, 

Who ever am, &c. 

. Such a strain of shallow artifice could 
not impose even upon Catherine. Its 
iiitfonsistencies, contradictions, and 

falsehood, 
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falsehood, steuck hex firom the vetjc 
first. She was ashfined of IiatbeUsr 
Bsak ashamed o£ having eiser loved^ her.. 
Her pn>f6SKibii& of attachnzeot' were^ 
n^ as disgusffciug 3& her excuses were: 
empty, and. her demands, impudeiit. 

» 

** Write, to James on her behalf! — rNo, 
J^amea shcnddaievei: hear Isabella'^ name 
mentioned by her again/' 

.On Hfenry's arrival. from Woodston^ 
she ipadelcnown to him and: Eleanor; 
thm I^othera safety^ coi^mtidatiiig^ 
them with mBCcrity on; it^ and.Teading 
aloud the moist material pasaages of 
her letter vi^iih strong, indognatioii* 
When^he had :6nishcid it, — "So much 
for Isabella," she cried, " and for all 
out* intimai^ ! She must thmk me 
an idiot, or she could not havet^pittes* 
s<k; but perhaps this haa served te- 

make 
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nKi1c«- htit'dt^tsicter better kaowui to' 
me tmti Hifine is to bw. I see-wlla*-' 
shc^ ha& 'beki >abopit She is a vaii^ 
coquette, tttid'fe^r tricks have not ai^> 
s^ered; I .do not believe she had ^ver 
any regard either f6r James 6r -for me, 
and I wish I.hadiicver knowij her." 

"It wMl'sooh be as if you neverf 
had,'' said Hecry. > '' \ ^ ' ' 

" There is but- one thhig that I can-' 
net uridcrSfatid. I see that did bas^hkd 
d^feigiis'on CJfi^inrl^lttey, whliJfe^^ 
not succeeded; but I'dd taot tinder- 
stand what Captain Tihiey has been 
abofet all this time. Why should he 
pay heri^ticfc attentions as to make hef 
qttaVFet with my brother, and thfen fly 
^himself?'- . " 

** I have very little to say for Fred&i 
' ' rick's 
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lick -s motlVe^Sy such as I liejiev^ tibem 
tp, have beeju. . He has hb vanities as 
well £ui Miss Thorpe, and^the chief 
difference is, . that, having 9^ stranger 
head, they have not yet injured hira- 
self. If the effect of his behaviour 
does not justify him with you, we had 
bettejc npt seek after the cause." 

" Then you do not suppose he ever 
really cared about her ?'' 

" I am persuaded that he nev^r did/' 
, /^ An4, only made believe to do so 

for mischief 's sake ?'' 
. Heiuy bowed his assent. 

" Well, then, I inust say that I do 
not like him at all. Though . it haa 
turned out so well for us, I do not like 
him at all. As it happens, there is no^ 
great harm done, because I do; not 

thmk 



Mlik ■ Isibdla has anjr'^eart^ to loi^. 
But,' ^'suppose lie 1iad*"iiiad'e^ "her Very 
n^ubhin feve ynth:h^m}"' -•'';■ ' * 
- >!• 9ki we m\t*f first Suppose iiiabella 
to liave had a ,hea?rt to Ibste,^— ^coh'se- 
quenttyto have been' a * Very* different 
creature ; and, in that case, she would 
have met with very different treat- 
ment/* 

"It is very right that you should 
stand by your brother." 

" And if you would stand by your's^ 
you would not be much distressed by 
the disappointment of Miss Thorpe. 
But your mind is wai-ped by an innate 
principle of general integrity, and 
therefore not accessible to the cool 
reasonings of family partiality, or a 
desire of revenge.*' 

VOL; II. M Catherine 
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&i]:t^ei: birttenei^^ , Fredpriek could not 
be unpardonably guiky, nf^^ Heteiy 
]»ade hinut^lif 90 agreeajb4^. Sfatt re- 
solved on Bot ^svKeriaig Isabella's^ }et- 
\e^i 9iid tried tQ tluBlt up iboire oC it 
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GHAPTER Xm. 

SoOH.s^ftejT thii|]i the Genend found 
bimself t)bligied to ga to London for 
% week; «nd he left Nortbanger 
eanie^y regretting that any neces* 
sity should rob him evea for an 
hour of Miss Morland's company, and 
amxiouBly rccommeiyiing the study of 
her comfort axtd amusement to his 
ehttdren as their chief object in his 
absence. Hi$ departure gave Cathe* 
riiie tiie first eiperimentai conviction 
that a loss may be soinetitnes a gsun* 
The happiiitesft with which their time 
now passed, every employment volunr 
tary, every laugh indulged, every 
W^ a scene of ease and good-humour, 

M S walk- 



walking where they liked ^and when 
they liked, their hours, pleasures and 
fatigues at thcrr own xx)iiwmnd, made 
her thoroughly sensible of the restraint 
which the General's pi^^nfce had im« 
posed, and ttios(t thankfully -feel their 
present release from it. Such ease and 
isuch delights made her lovfe the place 
arid the people more and 'more^ every- 
day ; and had it not been for a dread 
of its soon becoming expedi^tit to 
leave 'the one, and an apprehension* of 

hot being, equally beloVed -by the 

« » . » . « » « 

rther, she ''A'touM at- each ittoment 
of each day have . been pfer fectly 
happy ; but she waS tidyi" in<the fourth 
week of her visit;' heroine 'tJie^ Qtuefai 
came home, . the fourth Veek ^duld 
be turned, and perliaps it might se.em | 

! 

ah intrusion if she steid niudtk longer: 

Tliis ' 
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/ 
This MraB a painful consideration when- 
ever it occurred ; and eager to get rid 
of such a weight on her mind, she 
very. soon. resolved to speak to Eleanor 
about it at once, propose going away^ 
and be guided in her conduct by the 
manner in which her proposal might 
be.taken. 

■ 

. .Aware that if she ga^e herself much 
time^ she \might feeli it difticiult to 
bring . forward so unpleasant ^ a sub«. 
ject, she took the first opportunity of 
l^Bg . suddenly alone ,with . Eleanor, 
and of Heanbr's . being in the middle 
of a speech about something very dif* 
ferent, to start forth her oblig^ticm 
of .going away, very ;i5oon. Eleanor 
liooked. and declared herself, mucli 
concerned. She had ^* hoped for the 
pleasuile.of hej compatoy for kimuch 
\ I M 3 longer 
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longer time — had been ihisied (peiiiipisi 
by her wishes) to suppose thkta nmch 
longer visit had been promised — ^aiid 
could not l)at think tiiat if Mr. and 
Mrs. Morlaad were p,wajne of the^plea- 
sure it was to her to have her there, 
they would be too gebeious to hasten 
her retum."* — Catherine explained.-** 
'^ Oh ! as to that^ papa suod mamma 
were in ho hiirfy atlalL Asloi^g as 
she was happy, tfaey would always l)e 
satisfied.** 

^ ^^ Then why, might she idk; in mch 
ahurry herself to leave them?* 

^ Oh t becailse she had been there 
so long?' . • 

" Nay, if you can use such a word, 
I can urge you no faither. If you 
think it long — * > i . 

'' Oh ! no, I do not indeed. For 

my 



imf '^n pleasure^ I ccKiUi iBtay witih 
you as long again." — And it wafis di- 
tectiy ^settled that, till she had, her 
leaving tiiem i^as not ev^i to bb 
thot^ht mtf. In having this cause of 
uueasi&ess so pleasantly teit^ved^ the 
force of the <dtlier was likewise weak- 
eaaed. The kindness,' tht earnestness 
4[>f ^Eleanor^^ macrner in pressiiig her «b 
4ttay, and Henry's gmtified h)ok im 
being told that b^ stay was deter- 
mined, were such sweet proo& of her 
importanoe mth them, as left her only 
just«omacii solicitude ais thehutnan 
mind c?an never do comfortably with- 
out She did — almost always — believe 
that Henry loved her, and quite al- 
ways that his father and sister lov^ed 
4md eveu wifi^bed her. to belong to 
-tiiem^ andbelieyii^ so ftr, heritoubts 

M 4 and 
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^^ mm^X€» . ^^£Tp : menHiy sportive 
-irritatiom. ? .; » • \ . i. - 
. iHeury was not able to obcy^his 
father's injunction o£ remaining wholly 
at jNiiUtbanger: in attetidajtuee on^the 
laldicji, dudtixig hisrabsenpe in London^; 
the, ^ngag/enieiits of bi$:c^rsifc 4t Wcvid* 
jBton obUgiH^g;h^m.;tQ l^m .the»r:on 
(Ssatm^yifor.a coufiler o^i&ighito^: Mh 
rloss 'was ;not now Avhatl St IbfKl been 
-whik tli^ General' Mia3;at home .;_ ft 
il^sened, their gaiety, hAit did ndt ruin 
jthf^ir cdmfort J ^nd; <be tw)0;gtt:l3 agroe- 
4«gi in occupation, aijd itepsoving ih 
4ti(ti^nacy9 found themselves so iwfeU- 
rduffi^iient for thetififie to :^hetoselves, 
. tba^ it jWas eleven' o clock, rathqi: a 
ll^te hftur at the Abbey; bcftfte tb^ 
iquitted the suppef-foofii:^ tl^:da|^ 9f 
; He^i ty ^s 4epa|t ure/ Tbiy: had: : ■ JM9t 

reached 



^ -^ - 
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reached the head of the stairs, when it 
seenied, as far as the . thickness of the 
:sm\h would allow them to judge, that a 
carriager ;was driving up to the door, 
and the bext moment xjoitfinned the 
idea by the loud noise of the house- 
bell.: Afbcrfthe firfet perturbation of 
sdipiizehadpdssed:away^ iB'a> ^^ Good 
Heaven! what )dan bo the' niattcr?" it 
was quickly ^decided .'by ;Eldanor to be 
her :«ldest bi^other,' whose arrival was 
often as' suddeii, if not quite so un- 
seasoaabley ) and accordingly dhe hvoh 
ried.down to- welccane him. 

Catherine-walked onto her cham- 
ber, making up her. mind as well as 
rsbe . could, : toj a fnrdier acqu aiiitance 
with ; Captain Tilney, and comforting 
herself under the unpleasant impre»- 
aicm his conduct had given hery-and 
'J '■ M 5 . the 
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and the pertmsum of his being by ht 
too fine a gentleman te approve of her^ 
that at least they ahoukl not meet 
pxnAer such ctrcumstancea as would 
make their meeting materially painful, 
She ti-usted. he would never speak of 
Miss Thorpe ; and indeed, as he must 
by this time be ashsfmed ^f the part he 
had . zctbA, . tkkte could be no dai^;er 
Qf it ; and as long as all mentk>u of 
Bath scenes were avoided, she thought 
she Goukl behave tz> him very civiUy« 
In such cotDS]deiatioiis.:tiine passed 
away, and it wi0 certainly in his 
&voJtir liiat Eleanor should be so glad 
to see him, and have 90 much to 
say^ for half an hour was almost gone 
since his arrival, and fileiaii^r did not 
come up, ..;.,. 

At that moment Catherine thoiq;Iit 

she 
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the heard her step ia the gallery, a^ 
listened for its contmuance ; but aH 
was silent Scarcely^ hoWevery had 
nhe convicted her fancy of error, when 
die noise of something moving close to 
her door made her start; it seemed as if 
-some one was Coaching the very doot^ 
way— and in another moment a sKght 
motion of the lock proved that some 
-hand must be on it. She trembled -a 
little at the idea of any one's approach^ 
ing so cauliously; but resolving not 
to be again overcome by trivial ap- 
jpearances of alarm^ or miried by a 
raised imagination, she stepped qnietly^ 
forward, and opened the doon £tea« 
nor, and only £}ettnor, stood there, 
Cathirme's spirits^ ho we Vf^r were tran- 
quillized but for an instant, 4br Elea^^ 
nor*a eheeks* wefre pale^ and her man- 

M 6 n^r 



yier greatly ^ligitoted, .TlicJugU; cvi- 
4*n^ly.int^Ofding\t;or)Cioine m;rit)8ceined 
^an:effp/.t;tOvi^iiter;tl3te.r(*)in,-* arid aiStill 
greater, to ;Spes^k wh^a there. . . Cathe- 
jiue, supppaing some uneasiness o oa 
Captain Tilney's. account, coald oaly 
express her concern by silent atten- 
tion; obliged her to be seat^^.rubbed 
laer temples with lavender-water, and 
hangover her with affectionate' sc^i- 
jcitude. " My dear Catherine, yon 
must not — ^you must not indeed—" 
.were Eleanor's first connected wdrd& 
,^/ 1 am quite well. This kindness 
distracts me — I cannot bear it— I come 
to you on sUch an errand 1" 

" Errand !--to me }" ' : . 
. '' How shall I tell you !— Oh ! hotr 
shall I tel J you!" . 

^ A new idea now darted into Cathe^ 

..; rine's. 
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V. 

riae^s imnd) and tunitii9ta9:pial€|>as har 
/frieftdj - sbe > exclaimed^ i" 'Ti» a meft- 
^ang^r from Wwtlstoft: 1"; ^ , : 

^ :" You. iare 'rtiii5Wkeri^ indeed,"^ f€- 
tumedj Eieanpr, looking atih^r mmt 
^QiJapas>ioii4tdyr-:^^ it is no one from 
\T^oodston« It id my {father himself." 
K(^r :voic€,falteifed, and her eyes were 
Jburn0d to the ground as.she m^itioned 
lib name. ' His unlooked-for.: iietura 
was enough in itself to make Ca;the* 
rine's heart sink, and for a few mo- 
ments slie hardly supposed there were 
any thing worse to be told. She said 
nothing; and Eleanor endeavouring 
to collect herself and speak with firm^ 
ness, but with eyes still ca&t down, 

« > * 

soon Wient on. " You are too good, I 
am sure, to think the worse of me fof 
the part I am obliged to perfoftfi.- I 

am 
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am mdeed a moBt imwillittg messenger. 
After what haik m lately passed, so 
lately been settled between us—hoW 
jio^rfuUy, how thankfully Ols; my side ! — 
as to your coMmuitig/here a^ I ho^ed 
ibr many^ many wc^s longer^ how 
cact I tell you ^ that your kindness 
is not to be accepled-^and that the 
hs^inesa your cbin{>aQy has faithert6 
given us is to be repaid by— — ^but t 
must not trust myself with wotda. 
My dear Catherine, we ar-e to part» 
My father has recollected' aft engage- 
ment that takes ouf whole femily 
iaway on Monday. We are gomg to 
Lord LoBgtowtd'Sj near Hereford, for 
af "forttiigbt Explanation and apology 
Are equally Impossible. I cann6t at* 
tempt either, ** ' 

- "My dciar Etcanop," cried Cathe- 
rine, 
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tiiH^ |uppre$iiiig hrr f^disigs oi xrell 
M she could) ^^ do not be 50 distressed^ 
A second engagement must give-way 
to a fifet, I am Very, very sorry we 
are to part^^-so soon^ and so suddenly 
too; but I am not o£(ended^ indeed I 
am not* I can finish my risit^ here 
you know at any time ; or I hope you 
wiH eome to me. ' Can you, when yM 
return fittta this lord's, come to Ful- 
lerton?" 

'Vlt will not be in my power^ Ca- 
therine." 
" Come when you can, then."—* 
Eleanor made no answer ; and Ca^ 
liieiine4i thoughts recurring to some^ 
thing more directly interesting, sh^ 
added, thinking akmd, >' Monday — so 
soon as Monday ;-^and you ail g&. 
Welly I am certain of*-^ — I shall be 

able 
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*Ue to take leave however. I need 
riot go till jusi Jbefore you ido, you 
luiaw. . Do not be distrieesed, Eleamyt^ 
I , can go on /JVfonjday ' veiy wfeU»* -My 
father aaad mother's having no; notice 
of it is of very little : coiiseqiietic^* 
The General will jsend a servant 'With 
m^f I daresay^ half the. way-4-an4 
tfeai I. shall' soon he .at). S^isburyy 
a;a4 then I am only nine miles from 
home." 

. ;f' AK CatheiiheA: inhere i it sittied 
so, it would be somewhat lessdnto* 
lemhle, though in such comman atten- 
tions you would have .receii^d but 
half what you ought. . Butrr-how can 
I tell ^ou? — To-morrow inomivg. is 
^xed forr.ypur ikaVing u^ . and faiot 
even the hour ia 4eft to your choice ; 
the very carriage is ordered, and will 

be 



^ere at ^ove ii o/clock^ and- lio ser- 

yaBt will be ofFewdyoa." 

. Gatbejrine fiat do wb^ breathless and 

speeehlf ssr. f ' 1^ : cotild hwrdly believe 

my senses, when I 'beard it;— ^and no 

dlsplMsure^ ho resentment that you 

.can feel at this moment, however 

jiiftlfty gfecat, can be. more thaA liny- 

TStfdfriHt^tml I inuift* not/talt of iwhat 

.lefBlLi : Oh. J that I /could isuggest 

any : ' thing , ' in .exteiuiation !: . . . Good 

IGod! what will 'your father and vcv^ 

rther say ! : -After -courting 'you from 

the protection: of real Triends'tothis'-r- 

•afanost double distance from your hcHue, 

,to have you driven out of ti)e house, 

without the coiisidietationa even ofde- 

;cetit civility ! . Dear^ .dearCathBriae, 

\yi jbeiDg[th^ bearer of sueh-aiuieisage, 

I s^€m" guii*y ::TnyseJif of all/its. dnauit; 

: • yet, 
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ytty I: toast yoa ^11 aoquk m^ foft 
you must hate been long enough in 
this faottse to see that i am )>ttta<sio 
mmai mistius <^ itv that my ittU 
^vwr » nothing?' 

^ Uave^ I oifeiKled< the Oenemir 
'nid Cathctrine in a faltering voice. 
-^ Ahs i ibr my feefinga as a dnu^bitof, 
feii! that IlEtidwv all (Aat I abdwer ler 
dm^ that ifoit cati have Igirto him bo 
jnet jcauke of oficuca ;iie?eertain|y is 
-greatly, very greatly diacomposed ;. J 
iuiTe sddom seen himmori ao. ICb 
temper is not happy, ' and sKHfiething 
has noir <iccun:ed to ruffle it in an wi- 
.commoci degree y some disappointment, 
•adme vexation^ which just at thia mo- 
.ment seehns important] hut which I 
can hacdly suppose y^u to htive amy 
concern in, for how i$ it pomi^ki.^ - 

It 
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' It wan with pttui that Catherine 
civid #j[>eak stallf and it wa$ only fiMr 
Eleanofft Mke that «he attempted; i|l^ 
^I amiHtr0>" $iaid shc^ "I a«vcry $orry 
ifjhaveoflfendedhiin. Itwafrthelaat 
thing I ^odbd w^tigly have; i done* 
fittt do ttot ^ uahappy^ JE^ajMdf • ^Au 
Jbnp^g^em/t yot knowmiidt bQ.kiepb 
I atn only squ^ it-was Mftlretcdbsdt^ 
9#0W!r, tha£ I uti^ have writtcD 
hofifie. But *it k' of Teiy littlo icon** 
4«qiieaee." 

' . '' I faope^ I ^aroMtiiy hope Lthait ^to 
]FOUr ifal aaf^y it;wiU be of t¥»e; hut 
tb every thk^ dse it ia of thd greatest 
^ntequenoe; to c0iiift>rt;» a|>peafaiice^ 
propriety^ to ypur family, to the woth). 
Wem your friends, the . Aliens^ stilbiii 
Bath, you might 'go to them, with 
comparaliw ease; a few IvcHuiS w«»uld 

take 



take-ybuHherc,- feut; a journey of ^- 
Tcnty hiites/ to bci tak«n post by youy 
afcyour:age/4lOtt€, \inAtt3ebdedr • * 
v.«^)Obi>tb^>joUr«ey is nothing. ®o 
im tfefib)^ ab(iutt)iat: And if We aire 
t^ parti 9, few. Hours sooner or later, 
5r6u kftow, iimk^'po diifereiK^.^ I «aii 
fi€i ^ad^ ibf^te^^n. i lict Hie b^j&alled 
i» thiib^^j lEto&ndr^'SaMr l^at sbe^wiiihe4 
to " lie /^Icme J atod fbelievlteg it .brtter 
for each' i thu^t ^ th^y stioiUld avoid any 
' further conversation, now left het 
Ptithy^ I ^hflll sppe y^u in lhe*i(»wi£iig/* 
:^ ' Cath^iii^^' B welti%. h^^> Uei^ed 
rdkf^ In^Bleaiiot's pre3ende^.i^^ 
ship and, pride had equally reslir&in^ 
Her teai*s, but no sootter .was she gbn6 
Aari-atbey- burst ^fhtthin^tdxPeixtsi: 
S'umed* fix)m the house, » arid ip - such 
a ' "way 1— Without ;any te^son :tfeat 
- ^ could 
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oootd justify, any lEipdogy- that, could 
atone for the abruptness, the rudejies^^ 
i]Ay,<the insolence of it' Henry at la 
{lisianber— not aUe ^ven to , bid r)[fim 
iaxewell: Every hope,, every exp^ctAf 
tibtt from him Mispeuded, at,1^4^t, fiMd 
who could say how long? — Who coi<ld 
say when they mi^it meet i^gjain ?-r 
And all. this by 3uch a man ;as General 
Tilneyv so polite, i so well-bred, ajid 
heretofore $& particularly fond of her! 
It^wfts >sr;liEii@Mapi^heni$b^ a^ itnirm 
•mof tify log and ?gi1evaus,. : From what 
iticould^ariae; and whisr^ it w^Qiild ^tkd^ 

4 • 

ofveraoQSisideratbnsxSfeqMl perpk^city 
and alarm* The. mttojmf. in, which it 
wai^rdobe so^o^^ly tinciyil ; hurrying 
Jipr a vifay without tayy ffifyfea^a^ to her 
owQf jcontetiie»ce,* or allowing^ her even 
jJbff ^pp^arance of choice as to the time 
-..»1 or 
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#f mode: of hlet trwelUtig; of tao 
daya^ the eatliesk. fixed on, and of Ait 
ulitaost the> earliest hovnv as/if rcaoircd 
to hat^ her go^&befim he wftScAfeiizu^ 
ift th^ nM^ning, that he might : mtr^ 
obHged even to see l^^r. Whait cMdd 
nil this mean but an itrtentMifld^ttfl&CHit? 
Bjr'mme mean^ o^ other ahe.xmiftl 
imve had the im^orto»e to irffend hiim. 
J^AiBor had wished to spare her from 
8ii^ painful a notio% b«t iCaliioriM 
€««Ad ftot betjeve it yiiwfcte ibirt; ^Mty 
injury ot i an^ miifisi^iiM i^oiilii p» 
Voke smIi i^will agiatiMtJi^p^Mm sot 
Cora^ieeted, oi^» at teaat^ not w ipf iOBg d tD 
be ismmiScled with it- . .; ..o^. 

I&avily' past fhti iii|^. Slo^r:0r 
ipepo^e ^ftt^ deserted tk« nameoiJdeqi^ 
was out of the cfuestkMB^ TfaatMOSh 
in whteli her diMarbedimi^iMlJb^lMid 
* ' tor* 
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twnieojted her en her firat «mvi»l, wm 
again tiie: sceve of agil^ted sfimt^ gxid 
imquiet &liuabe(& Yet hQw dxffi^ciit 
Bi>w tii€ sour€|&4>f her inquk^^de f^oMi 
nrlwt'it had been the^r^-hiQw vioimi^ 
f yUy sojpcri^f m reality and subrtanee I 
Hev anxiety had fonadatim in fact^. 
ter learft in pit>babiUty ; aaid mitk k, 
mind aa occupied in thecOttEemplakkaa 
of actual aad natural evil, the aolttiide^ 
^ h^ iityatioi^ the darknew fvf h^: 
ahamher^ ^e aiMiqittty o£ the Imiil^ 
mg w^e fi^fe Md' eennderad witboiit 
the MuUeet etnoiiMm ; andkhotigfadK 
wiqd vn^ high, and i^n paodtooed 
fltxaageasid wdden iieigea thieit|^anfc 
Hie hirase^ iiie b<»#it^aU 4a, she lajr 
anvake^ hoatr aHlBr howi^ witiiMt m^ 
iio«ty OF terror. . . t 

-^^IboA altat Ml filemef «Kteiedr her 

rooAy 



monv eag*r to ^ow attcfetlcfef ^jfl¥^ 
a^fetance where ifrwas f6§lnV(ef^VSli^ 
^^ Iktl&retmmed to >b<f «<iiie/ <%^' 
*terihW>had HM teit€ifei*t « sJhfe '#as al^ 
mttst dfcssed, and hei* f kcfelng "<ldfftfer 
iiiished. The possibiHiy 6f s'dttie cm^ 
Qiliatory niei^ge frottt *e >9e*ngftW 
occun^d to her as his^cteHig!i«ei» Hf^ 
peaped-^ Wha* so mrtiitei,^^> *5 that' 
angler should pass awtiy ^l|d ^«^»MI^ 

ance succeed it? kiid *e oirfj^'sv^te^ 

» 

to '■ kaiotv how fm;' ifter ^'•w)mt"'h^' 
caefeired by ^v. -8q% -^lEnbVI^^ 

between them on meeting y each flwiW 
her^ gre«te$t ss^y m i^i«6e,' %ii#9@w 

.'f.oy! and 
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imd jtrivial .were the set^teB^s ex- 
cbangped while they remained up stairs, 
Cajtherine in busy agitation complet- 
ing her dress, and Eleanor with more 
good*will than experience intent upo^ 
filling the ti'unk. When every thing 
was done they left the room, Gather 
4rine lingeri]ig only half a minute be- 
hind her frien,d to throw a parting 
glawe on every well-known cherished 
object, and went down to the break*- 
fast-parlour, where breakfast was pre-- 
pared* She tried to eat^ as well to 
save herself from the pain of being 
uj^ed^ as to make her friend com** 
fortable ; but she had no appetite, and 
could not swallow many mouthfuls; 
The contrast between this and her last 
br^^ikfast in that room, gave her fi:esh 
n^i/^ry, aaid strengthened her distastf 
; voju II. N for 



fot every iMmsg before feer. It was ndt 
<four-a5id-twe»ty hours ago sittoe they 
iiad met there to the same repast, Ibut 
In eircunffitances how diSeP&ttt I Witli 
wh^tcheerful ease, whathappy, tlibttgb 
false security, had she then looked 
around her, enjoying extfry thing pre- 
sent, and fearing little in future, be^ 
yond Henry's going to Woodston for 
eday! Happy, happy br^k&tst ! fw 
Heniy had been there, Henry had sat 
-by her and helped ker. These nefleo 
tionairere long indulged undisturbed 
by any address from her companion, 
who sat4» deisp in tfaxDttgliit as herself ^ 
and the appearaniee of the 'Cartiage was 
Ihe first thing 4k) /49ta;il^e iad woall 
€hem to the present irioihififtr Cat^K^ 
i4ne'« colour roee at the tight -of it ; 
and the indignity wi^ whi(^ slCe^was 

<it#Mted 



tmated stoiking at that msbtiit cm b^ 
miiid witii peculitt force, made kef f6p 
a short time sensible only of tesent> 
ment. Eleanor seemed now impeitedl 
into resolution and «(>eecli. 

^ Yon must write to me, Catherine^ 
she cried, ^^ you mu^ let me hear i¥om 
foa M soon as possible* Till I know 
you 'to be safe at home, I shall not 
bavp an hour's comfort, Foi* one letter, 
at all risks, all hazards, I must entreat 
Let m^ have thesatisi^tion of kno\(r* 
ing that you are safe at Fullerton, and 
have found your family well, and then^ 
till I can afk for your corpespondence 
as I ought to do, I will not expect 
moDC; Direct to me at Lord L^ng* 
town's, 4iiidy I must ask it, under cov^ 
to Alice." 

: ^^ No, Eleafxor^ if yofa ai*^ xkA allow*' 

N 2 ed, 
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dd to receive a lett^ from me, I am 
9<ire I had better not write. There 
c^ti be no doubt of my getting home 
safe." 

Eleanor only replied, " I cannot 
wonder at your feelings. I will not 
importune ■ you* I will trust to your 
own kindness of heart when I am at) a 
distance from you." But this, with • 
the look of sorrow accompanying it^ 
was enough to melt Catherine's pride 
in a moment, and she instantly said^ 
" Oh, £l<^anor, I will write to you 
indeed." 

There was yet another point which 
Miss Tilney was anxious, to settle,? 
tliough somewhat embarrassedin speak-^ 
ing of. It had occurred* to her, timt 
after so long an absence from hoike,' 
Catherine might not be provided with 

money 
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money Plough for the expenses of her 
journey, and, upon suggesting it to 
her witiii most affectionate offers of 
accommodation, it proved to be exactly 
the case. Catherine had never thought 
on the subject till that moment ; but, 
upon examining her purse, was con- 
vinced that but for this kindness of 
her friend, she might have been turned 
from the house without even the means^ 
of getting home ; and the distress in 
which she must have been thereby 
mvolved filling the minds of both, 
scarcely ; another Word was said by 
either durisiyg the* time^bf their remain-^ 
ing together. Short, however, was 
that time. The carriage was soon an- 
nounced to be ready ; and Catherine^ 
instantly rising, a long and affectionate 
embrace supplied the pjace of Ian- 
' ' N 3 guage 
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f^ge m bidding'efttih other 
and, a* they catered the hall,, uiaabkr 
to leave the h^use withpout «ome men- 
tion of c«ae whose: name had not yet 
iKesy i&ppfeea by ekhes", she pau^xi. ar 
PQitient^ and with quiverhig lips jurt 
made k Jntelligibie that she left " hcc 
limd remembrance for hst ibsmit 
friend/' But with thJb' dgppmsLdk itai 
Us nanfe . ended all pc^soUaiiiit j9 of jtch 
fttraamug her fedrngs.; and, hidiog^ fam 
f«ce as well as> she ^ecaaUi with heir 
l^aikdkerohtdf) ^& durted iciIgss ; ttei 
hall, jumped into >the7chaisc^ a«JGliu:ai 
BiQineiit WM dldy»n A«ii ^ <? 



• ■ * ■ 

* 



CHAP- 



i m ) 



CHAPTER XrV. 

Catherine was too wretched to b€| 
fearful. The journey in itself had na^ 
terroTfi^forher ; «iud s^he begaxiik with^ 
0114; either dreadmgits lengthy or feel«« 
mg its sotiCariness. Leanmg back' iv 
one copoer ^ the carriage, in a violent 
burst of teats^ »he was conveyed some 
miles^hefy^f&i the walls of the Abbey 
before^ Bfye' meed -her head; aaodL the 
lltgihas6 pomt' of ground within the 
park- was alined closed from her view) 
befow she was capable of turning h« 
eyei* t^W^pd^ it. Unfortunately, ti» 
to^^ s)|e now travdled wa« the same 
^hich €»ly teipL days^ ago she had so" 
iM^iiy passed Aong in going to and 

X 4 f rona 
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from Woodston ; and, for fourteen miles^ 
every bitter feeling was rendered morfe 
severe by the review of objects on 
which she had first looked under im- 
pressions so diiferent. Every mile, a$ 
it brought her nearer Wt)odston, added 
to her sufferings, and when within the 
distance of five, she passed the turning 
which led to it, and thought of Henry* 
so near, yet so unconscious, her grief 
and agitation were excessive* 

The day. which she had spent at that 
place had been one of the happiest of 
her life. It was there^ it was on that 
day that the General had made use of 
such expressions with regard to Henry 
and herself, had so .spoken and so 
looked as to giv'e h^ thje ni^ost piosi|iv€^ 
conviction of his actually wishing theif 
marri^e.- Yes^ onlj/:. ten days ago* 

had 
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had he elated her by his pointed re- 
gtrd-T-had he even confused her by 
his too significant referenced And 
now-T-what had she done, or what had 
she omitted to do, to merit such a 
change ? , 

The only offence against him of 
which she could accuse .herself, had 
been such as was scarcely possible to 
tea^h his knowledge. Henry and. her 
own heart only were privy, to the 
shocking suspicions which. she had so 
idly entertained ; and equally safe did 
^he; believe her secret with each. I)e- 
signedly, at least, Heniy could not 
have betrayed her. If, indeed, by any 
9trange ' mischance his father should 
have gained intelligence of what 'she 
had dared to think and look for, of 
her causeless fancies and injurious 

N ^ exami- 
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Mammatmis, she cotdd tfot wonder at 
any degcee of hifr indigtiatkm. if 
^twire of her ha^ng viewed him a» a^ 
intii'dcrer, idie CDold ndt wonder at hia 
even, taming her from bis bouse. Y^sSt 
a justification so full of torture to her^ 
lelf,. she trusted would not be in his 
|»wer. . - 

Anxious as were all her conjeclntres 
on this point, it was not; however^ the 
one on which she dwelt mosti There 
was a thoinght yet nea^er^ a more pm^ 
Hailing, more im^etuous^ concern, 
fiow Henry would liiink, and feely 
and look^ when he returned on^ the 
norrow to Northanger and heanf of 
lier being gone, was a question of fim^e 
and interest to rise over erery other, 
to be never ceasing, alternately irri* 
tating and sooliiing; it sometimes 

suggested 



saggstfstfed die dread of his calm zt^ 
quieicdnce, and at others was ans\rered 
by tlie sweetest confidence in his regret 
and resentment. Ta the General, of 
eousse, be would not dare to speak ; 
But tx^ Eleanor— rwbat might Be not 
say to Eteaoior about her ? 

In this imc€fasiiE)g recurrence of 
doobt^and inquiries, on any oneareide 
of whk;h her mind was incq^iable of 
more than momentary repose, the hourv 
passed away, and her jonmey advanced 
mucb ^ter than she looked fox. The 
pressix^ anxieties of thought, whicb 
pnet^.ented her fmm tiM>ticing any thii^ 
)us£(tt& hetv when once beyond the 
Qeighbourhood! o£ W€k)dston; sa^ed hev* 
at. the same time from watching her 
progress ; and though no object on the 
road could engage a. moment's atten^ 

N 6 tion, 



fioiiy she found no stage pf it todiouflu 
From this, she was preserved too- by. 
another cause, by feeling no eagerness^ 
for ber journey's conclusion ; fori ta 
return in such, a manner ta Fullerton^ 
was almost to^ destroy the plea^ireof 
a meeting with those she loved best,; 
even after an at^sence such as her % — ' 
an eleven weeks absence., What had 
she to say that would not humble her- 
self and pain her family ; that would 
not increase her own grief by tht con- 
fession of it, extend, an useless re- 
sentment, and perha|)s involve the 
innocent with the guilty in undistin- 
guishing ill-will ? She could never do 
justice to Henry and Eleanor's merit; 
she felt it too strongly for expression f 
and should a dislike be taken against 
them, should they be thought of un-^ 

favourably^ 
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fitvourably, on their fktfier's account, 
it would cut her to the heart, ^ 

With these feelings, she rathei* 
dreaded than sought for the ^first view 
of that well-known spire which would 
announce her within twenty miles of 
home. Salisbury she had known to 
be her point on leading Northanger ;' 
but after the first stage she had been 
indebted to the post-^masters for the 
names of the places which were thew 
to conduct her to it ; so great had been 
her ignorance of her route. She met 
with nothing, however, , to distress or 
frighten her. Her youth, civil man- 
ners and liberal pay, procured her all 
the attention that a traveller like her- 
self could require ; and stopping only 
to change horses, she travelled on for 
about eleven hours without accident 

or 
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or ^Iftmi, ^tiKl betw^n six and seveat 
o'clock m th$; eireiung founil busraelf 
entering^ Fullertoo. 

A.herotnc returaing, at tibue ek»eo£ 
ber career, to her nature Tillage^ mail 
tbe triumph of, r^oy^jred rept)ta^&^ 
aod aU the digiiity of ajooundsss, with 
a k>Bg' t^ia of v^lt relati^te-ii^ their, 
several yhB/Qton», and three waiting-' 
maidsi in a travelling chaiae*aj»d-four, 
bdiiiid her, is aa ey^t cm which date 
pen of the contriver may well delight 
to dwdl ; it, gives^, cisedit to every con- 
el^s^my fOid the, author piu^t 9hare ii^ 
the glory she so libttally bestows. — 
But i^y affiur is widely: dif^^rf^t; I 
bring back niy h^oja^ to h^r h^i^e ju 
siolitude and disgrace^ and Ho SM^f^ 
^lation of spirits- can lead me into pu^ 
i^uteness. A heroine in a^ h9c)^ post-: 
T . chaise. 



aa iiiQ> atte9»f»t 9,t giraiifieur: or pttthoal 
ea^ withstand S^wiftlythcr^fc^e^faiill: 
her po^Wy drive through the vilja^c^^ 
9Ma^i4: the gasEe of Sunday groups, and 
speedy shsiU be her descent from it, 

$aty whatever might he the distreM 
of Catherine'^ mind^ as she thi^ ad^ 
vaneed towards the Parsone^e, aad 
whatever the humiliation of her hio'^ 
grapher in relating it, she was prepar- 
ing, enjoynient of no every-day mature 
for thosie to whom she went ; first, in^ 
the s^pearancc^ of her carriage— aiyl 
secondly, Ju herself. The chaise of a 
tiaveller being a rare sight in Fuller^ 
ton, the- whole family were imme^ 
diately art: the window ; and to have it 
stop at die sweepgate was a pleasure 
to brighten every eye and occupy every 

fancy 
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£incy — a pleasure quite unlocked for 
by> all but the two youngjest chiklFen, 
a boy and girl of six and four y&ns 
old, who expected a brother or sister 
in every carriage. Happy the glancei 
that first distinguished Catherine !-r- 
Happy the voice that proclainded the 
discovery ! — But whether such happi* 
ness were the; lawful property of 
^ George or • Harriet could never be ex- 
actly understood. 

Her father, mother, Sarah, ,Geoige, 
and Harriet, all assembled at the door, 
ta welcome her with affectionate ea- 
gerness, was a sight to awaken the best 
feelings of Catherine's heart; and in 
the embrace of each, as she stepped 
from the carriage, she found herself 
soothed beyond toy thing that she had 
believed possible. So surrounded, so 

caressed> 
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caressed, she was even happy ! In the 
joyftthiess of ifemilylove every thing 
for a sh<nt time was subdued, and the 
pleasure of seeing her, leaving them at 
first little leisure for calm curiosity, they 
were all seated rpiind the tea-table, 
which Mrs« Morland had hurried for 
the comfort bf the poor traveller, whose 
pale and jaided loohs soon caught hex 
notice, before any inquiiy' so direct aa 
to demand a poutive i answer was ad^ 
dwssed to hier. . i ' . ./ .,j 

- . fieloctsntly , and^ .with ' tnndsi ih^sitat^ 
tion,)E&l ]&^ then begin whaibmigfat pai4 
toifKS, at theenddf half anhour^betenneA 
b:,^ thecouHcsy of her. faeaiera, an ex^ 
planation; but scarcely^ within Mftiai 
time^ could ihdy it;dllvdiscov6r the 
cause, or collect tfaefparticidacs' of hec 
si<dd<»i return. They were far. froni 
i ., «. > being 
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bding: and itrita{>k:.TaGe;. hx fromaiqr 
^iricknewin catehh^ or bitterness m 
ceseiathig ^affronts :-^biit here, whco. 
therwhote'Wasiiix&Ided^ was ^jziiasalt 
not. to \m overlooked^ nsnv ibk* tfab ' &8t 
half hctui; to he easily pardaned. With^ 
out Sfaffisrihg: any. xomaxziia alatav iiR 
the eoiisideratiaD o£ iheo'i dangbter^a 
kn^aqad landy jeamtyv Sfiri ands Jlifesu 
Modand eouid^ ncit favt &B • that it 
nHghfe have . bsen jpwioiqtw^' q£ aa(^ 
unpleasantness to her;.. jAat it, was 
wlatih^GDiddi. never ,hkYK!iKilQn(ta* 
nlyrstii^Seffedi;! and: Ihatv in- fi»jiiig,^hef 
An .soch aimeasnfe^ GisnemL fEifaieyi 
had taieted neidtec^hdnooBshly nanjfeol^ 
ittgly-ftiiidtber a» a gendsihan: nbc as.a 
pauenb/v Why: heJhad doitoiijitj wha* 
could />haine; pfoupbeid hiaa^ to<4uck a) 
of haspitaixiy, ^idiBOsaMstiBp 

turned 
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turned air hifr fMu^iall regard foi» l^i9 

daughter into actuat ill-will^ was d 

matter whi^h 1|hey were at tea^t ^s far 

hM^ diTitiiiig as Catherine iMtmlf; 

hnt iK did not oppress d;ieiiii by aotjt 

ineAns so long ; and, after a dne course 

of uselesn isonjectere, that^ ^' it was. 4 

Mi^i^ge^busit^ess^ and that he must to 

a v^iy istraage tBan/"^ giiewenouffa^for 

iir their kidl^gvatkk ; and wonder? 

tkdugh Sd.rah indeied still indulged ^ in 

.iHiii: sweets of inedmpveUdndifa&libf, <;>»« 

dlaifiring and <eonject«ribg<^d[i yiowdb^ 

^4]9d0U9.*<r^^^]kfy>d€»rj you gi^fe yiDfniw 

$^;si, gtoart) deal of ^ fie^Uessi .tpouble^') 

Midiberffi^thetatiasC;. ^ depend/ujioii; 

k) itbsQanh6thibg^iK>t<atalltra^ irai<[ 

deistandiiigJ' .: '.,.' * *. » f> i... .1 

J ^^ 1. efta Bihm fat i hi& wishing vCa4 

thoriais) away, "^hsiv ho YeeaUeih:ed Afaiar 

' - engagement*. 
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eng^gemenV said Sarah, " but why^ 
Jiot do it civilly r" \ 

. "I am 3orry for the young people," 
returned Mrs. Morland ; " they mvi^t ^ 
hav£ a. sad time of it; but is^ fox any 
l^ing else, it is no matter now; Ca* 
therine is safe at home, and out com<^ 
fort does not depend upon General 
Tilney/' Catherine sighed «WeU,''; 
continued her philosophic mother, " I 
am glad 1 dU noiti^iiow of your jour- 
ney at the time; buti bow it is ail 
CKirer perhaps: tliere is luogi^atrhau^m, 
done. It; i^ml ways godd for yt^ungipeo*. 
pleltb he iput Upon exerting thexnselves;^ 
and you )aiow,: my dear Catfaensie^^ 
you alwjays.wexe.v a: sad little shatter* 
brained creature ; but now you must 
have l^emifbrcGd to haveyour wits abotit 
y oti, With $0 much changip^ tif chaisea 
X . /^ and 
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sllid so ibrth; aiid;I hope it wiU appear 
that you have not left any thing be- 
hind you in any of the pockets." 
. Catherine hoped so too, and tried to 
feel an interest in her own amendment, 
but her spirits were quite worn down ; 
and, to be silent and alone becoming 
soon her only wish, she readily agreed' 
to her mother's next counsel of going 
early to bed; Her parents seeing no- 
thing in her ill-looks and agitation but 
the natural consequence of mortified 
feelings, and of the unusual exertion 
and fatigue of such a journey, parted 
firom her without any doubt of their 
Jbeilig soon- slept away; and though, 
when they all met the next morning; 
her* recovery iwas not equal to their 
hopes, they were still perfectly unsus- 
picious of there being any deeper evil. 

They 
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They never once dioiight jof faer heiiit^ 
which, for the parents of a young^^ lad|r 
of seventeen, just returned from hear 
first excursion from homey was. odjl 
enough] 

.As soon as hreakiast was ovesv she 
sat down to fiilfil her pmmise to Miss 
Tilney, whose trust iu/ the effect <rf 
time 4SLnd distance on her friend's dispo^ 
sition was already justilied^ for already 
did Catheirine reproach Jiiwself with 
having parted ftom Ebanor coldly ; 
with having never enough valued her 
merits or Jcindiless ; and never' ioaough 
eommisemted her for what ^e had 
been yesterday left iq «ndura. The 
strength of these fedings, fadwrrcr, 
was far from assisting ;hrr Tpestii ami 
never had it been harder for her to 
write tkui in addresiking Eleanor Til* 

ney. 
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fluey. TO'Oofiapose a letter vhich migli^ 
lit onbe do justice to her sentimentu 
and her situation, convey gratitude 
"vrithout servile regret, be guarded 
witliout cpldiiiesa, and honest witho^it 
tesefitment— a letter which Eleanor 
might not be pained by the perusal of 
»— ^and, above all, which -she might not 
Mush herself, if Hetiry should dianoe 
to see, was an undertaking to frighten 
away ail her powers of performance ; 
and, after long thought and much 
perplexity, to be reiy brief ivas ail 
lihat she could ^tennine on with any 
confidence of safety. The money therei* 
fore ivbic^ £leanor^ had advanced wa 
inclosed with little tiftotfe than giatefui 
thankis and the : thousand good wishes 
of a most affectionate heart. 

*' This;l^a^ been a sti^smge -acquauit- 



ance," 
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tnce/' observed : Mrs. Morland^ .^ the 
letter was finished : ^^ soon made and 
«,n«Kled.-Ia»so„yi.l«,re«.^ 
for Mrs. Allen, thought thjem very prctp 
ty kind of young people ; and yoa 
were sadly out of luck too in your 
Isabella. Ah ! poor James ! * Well, 
we must live and learn ; and the next 
new friends you make I hope Avill be 
better worth keeping.'* 
: Catherine coloured as .she warmly 
answered, ," No friend can be better 
worth keeping than £leanor." 

" If so, my dear, I dare say you will 
meet again some . time or other ;• do 
not be uneasy. It is ten to one but 
you are thrown together again in thie 
course of a few years ; ^nd then what 
a pleasure it will be T . .> 

: Mrs. Morlaiid was not happy in her 

attempt 
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"ilittempt at consolation. The hope bf 
meeting again in the course of a few 
years could only put into Catherine's 
head what might happen within that 
tiine to make a meeting dreadful to 
her. She could never forget Henry 
Tilney, or think of him with less ten- 
derness than she did at that moment ; 
but he might forget her ; and in that 

case to meet ! Her eyes filled with 

tears as she pictured her acquaintance 
so renewed; and her mother, perceiv- 
ing her comfortable suggestions to 
have had no good eifect, proposed, as 
another expedient for restoring, her 
spirits, that they should call on Mrs. 
Allen. 

The two houses were only a quarter 
i)f a mile apart ; and, as they walked^ 
Mrs. Morland quickly dispatched all 

VOL. II. o that 



ihaJt ^he felt on the score t)f Jameses 
clisapf)(Mntmefit. "We are sorry fiir 
him," said she; "hut othbrmrisetheye 
is mo harm doae in the matdt going 
aff; for it -could not be a desirabfe 
thing to have him engaged to a ged 
whom we had not the smallest ac- 
quaintimoe with, and who was so en- 
tirely without fortune ; and now, after 
siich behaviour, we cannot think at all 
well ^ her. Just at present it comes 
Jiard to poor Jam^ ; hnt that wiil not 
Jast for ever.; and I dare ssy he will he 
Sk discreeter man all his life, for lise 
foolishness of his first choir e." 
. This . was J ust suah a "summary view 
of the affair as Catherine could, listen 
,to; another sentence might, have en- 
d^ng^red h^r compkisajofeoe, and made* 

hpr r^tjy le*$ rational ; for soon were 

* 

^ '( ■ - . . all 
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nilifaer think&ig pgwccii ii'vrdlli^wed tip 
m ^ rafleotioQi hs€ her /own ^ciiaage of , 
Aidiiigfti and spiriis^mee la^t. she had 
<t<Kye&^ that well^lcnlio^n ro^d. It was. 
not three ikotitiis^^. since, Uritd with 
jtjyfttl cjcppctation, she had ttiere run 
backwdrd»ai:id fbr#ards some len time» 
a-'dajy with? » an- heatt ■ light, gay, and 
iftdependsnt; looking forward to plea^ 
sttii»» nntas^ and unalloyed, aiid fi^ee * 
f ptrni the appT^eft^ion of evil as from 
Ae knowledges of ^t* . Three months 
^0 bad * seen her all this ;' and • now, 
hosvtf^altef^Aa being 4id she return! ^ 
She wasTeoeived by the AWens with 
all the kindness which h^p unlooked- 
for appearance, acting on a steady af^ 
feetion, would naturally call fortli ; and 
' great was their surpriue, and warm their" 
^spleasure, on hearing how she had 

o 2 been 



(2981^ ); 

been tr^teAj—fihovkgh Mid. MorlafafTs: 
Account of it was tto mAM:ed repre*: 
sentation, no studied appeal to their; 
passions. . *^ Cathenne to^k nn quite hyi 
surprize yesterday cveiitng," said sbe^: 
**She travelled all the way post by 
herself, and knew nqthing of coming, 
till Saturday night; for General Tihafey, 
from some odd fancy or other, all of a 
sudden grew tired of havi»g her there, 
and almost turned hist^>utof the house. 
Very unfriendly, certainly; ^mfi he 
must be a very odd man ; — ^butwe are: 
so glad to have her amongalt ds ignini 
And it is a great comfort to. fii^ titat 
she is not a poor helplescf cfreattire, bqt. 
can shift very well for herself." 

Mr. Allen expressed himself , on: the 
occasion with the reasoaiabie resent- 
ment of a sensible friend ; mxd Mrs. 

Allen 



Allen llfoii^t his expressions quite 
good enough to. be immediately n^de 
use of again by barsel£ ^ His wonder^ 
his omjectures^ and his explanations^ 
became in suecession her's, witi^ the 
addition of tins single remark—^' I 
4»aUyiiave not patience mth the Ge^ 
nemr — to fill tip every accidental pause* 
Aodf ^^ I really have not patience with 
;ith9 GfSneralJ' was uttered twice after 
Ml. AUen left .t^e room, without any 
relaxation of anger, or any material 
idigression of thought. A more consi* 
deraUe dagrw of wandering attended 
the third repetition; and, after com* 
pleting the fourth, she immediately 
added, " Only think, my dear, of my 
having got that frightful great rent in 
my best Mechlin so charmingly mended, 
beforie I left £ath, that one can hardly 
' .' o 3 see 
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tec where' it w^^ I inx^ atseSar it yita 
ibme day or otKet.'^ Bath is afiuce 
place, C^tlerine, alie?«^ajll. I sssuie 
you I did not above liai^fHks^cioinii^ 
a way « Mrs, Thari)e '$ being there irafe 
iuch a oconfort to us, "wais not itB Yba 
kitawycM. and I were quite iiatlofh at 
first."' ■ •■> ': -. T I 

^^ Yes, but that Aid not last long," 
« said Cathetine^ her eye? .b^ightemiig at 
the recollection of what had first giTfeb 
spirit to her existence thefe. 

« Very trne : we soon met with . 

!Mt$. Thorpe^ and then we w^nieii £dr 
^tbing. My dear, do not you thhik 1 

these silk gloves wear veiy well? Ipiit 
them on new the first tim^ of our goiiig 
to the Lower Itooms, yx>ii know, and I 
have worn them a great deal mnQ^ 
Do you remember that evening ?^ ' 
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''IkhU Oh 1 perfectly." 

" It \^ verjr agreeable^- was. ndt it? 
Ifr. Tilney dnaak tea vrith Jfts, and I 
alwayv thought him a great additioi}^ 
he. is. ao yffry. agreeable* I have a im>^ 
tion yjni danced with haasii Jbut am. noli 
q»ife;$uie.' I rooiejnber J had my Ian 
t]Ourite gown cm." 

Catberme Qould iie^answer^ Wbdt^af^ 
ter a. dtort:taial ^f Qtfeei: sulgects^Mrt* 

k 

i^llen- again 'retutncsd t^i— *'^ J rtally 
have not patiou^e with the (^eo^sall 
Such m agreeabk» wortJ^y teaii as he 
MenQied Jo he !< I do jiqI 9^i^>ti$e> Mrs,. 
J^rlaiid^ you evet saw a hetjter-hred 
mm'm. yt)i*r Ufe* His lodgings wer^ 
(ake« the very day tfter he left them^ 
Ca)^ni^« But isKO WQQdeJk* ; f MiWoiOr 

As they waUted home again, Mr«. 

o 4 Morland 
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Morland endeavoured' to impviess oo 
her daughtm^'s mtftd the happiness of 
having Mch steacfy wellrwishers at 
Mr. and Mrs. Allen, and the very little 
eonsidotition which the neglect or un- 
kindaess of, slight acquaintance lUce 
the Tilncys ought tQ have with her, 
while she could preserve the good 
epinioii $axd affection of her earliest 
friends. There was a great d^il of 
good sense in all this; but liiere are 
some situations of the human mind in 
which good sense has very little power; 
and Catherine's feelings contradicted 
almost every positibn- her mother ad- 
vanced. It was upon the behaviour 
of tliese very slight acquaintance that 
all her present happiness depended; 
and while Mrs. Morland was success- 
fully confiiming her own opinions by 
• ■ • *' the 



J 
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^e jofttness of her own represaitations, 
Catherine was silently reflecting that 
now Henry .must have arrived at 

♦ 

I^orthanger; wm he must have heard 
o£ her departure; and now, perhapi^ 
ithey were all setting off for Heiefoid. 
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rally sedentary, nos bad faer habits t)tell 
ever very industrious; but whatever 
might hitherto have been her defects of 
that sort, her mother could not but per- 
ceive them now to be greatly increased. 
She could neither sit still, nor employ 
herself for teii t^ji^H^yifi tx>gether, walk^ 
mg round the garden and orchard again 
and again, as if nothing but motion 
was voluntary; and it seemed as if 
she could even walk about the house 
rather than remain fixed for any time 
m the parlour. Her loss of spirits was 
a yet greater alteration. In her ram- 
bling and her idleness she might only 

be 
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be a caricature of herself j but in her 
silence and sadness she was the very 
reverse of ail that she had been before* 
Por two days Mrs. Morknd aliowed 
it . io. pass^-evea without a hint; bat 
.wheiiia third ni^fs rest had neither 
I90|or€d faer cheerf uhieas^ iiTipro vedi bar 
in fiseful aetivit^, nor giioen -her a 
greater inclihaAioli for needle- work, dae* 
could BO longer refrain from the gentle 
reproof of^ ^^ My dear Catherine^ I aon 
afiaid you are growing qn^e a fine 
Iddy. I do not know when poor Ri* 
/eha«dfs cravats ivsould be^ done^ if he 
had no M^jad but you* Y^ttir head 
raqs ^ tbO' nywb JUpon Bath ; hnt'tbcve 
i» a titne. for evesy ^ing'-^a time for 
balls^ and plays^ ^^nd a time for woxk.. 
Yon have had *a long ntft of aipu&e*< 

06 inent. 
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meat, and . now you must try to be 
useful." 

. Catherine took up her work diiectly, 
saying, iii a dejected vc^ce^ that ^^ her 
hsad did not run upon Bath— ^niudK^' 
; '^Theu you are fretting about Ge^ 
iKral Tihiey, and that is very.simpte^ 
of you ; Sar ten^ to . one whether you 
ever Me him again. You should never 
fret about . trifles." After a abort sir 
lence — "Iliope, nay Catherine^ yimiu«. 
not getting out of h^mo^ with braa^ 
because it is not sograndas NorOiai^er. 
That would be tumii^ your visit into 
aa evil indeed. Wherever you are you 
should always be coxtonjtod» but espe*. 
daily at home^ because there you must, 
spend Ihe most of your tune. I di4 
not quite Ulde, >t lm»kb$t, to hnr 

- yott 
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you talk so much about the French- 
bread at Northanger.'* 

" I am sure I do not clare about. the 
bread. It is all the same to tee what' 
leat/'-- 

-"There is a v6ry clever Essay in one 
df the boojcs up stairs upon much sucl^ 
a subject, about young girls 1:hat have 
been spoilt for home by great ac^uaint*^ 
ance — * The Mirror/ I think. I will* 
look it out foi' yt>a some day or other, 
because I am sure it will do you 
good;" 

Catherine said no more, and, with 
an endeavour to do right, applied to 
bnr work ; but, a^r a few ihinutes; 
sunk again, nirithout knowing it her- 
self, into languor and listlessness,' 
moving herself in her chair, from the 
irritation of weariness, much oftener 

than 
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Morland watched. t^pjr^^ecs of this 
if^p^; ftndi^eiog, int h» daughter's 

4^e||t Mid diWlMCi^Sted Jk>Q)^> the fuU 
proof of that repining i&pirit to Svhich 
4m) hM w>w^ heg^n to ttlrBEi^fe her 
yani of cheerf ulx^^ ht^liib^ left lihft 
ipppm tQ ,f(^h the J^ecA; in qiiea4&»i^ 
ajp^KMWA i»{\iQfit^ noi ^mierln uttnekkig^tti 
dti9»di^il ^ ifi^Jady. Jt wa$ $dm# tiae 
Wcnre 9be Qm\A iuad iirlmt dot; hKdbedll 

to detain her, a quarter of an hbtir btti 
9liiip^ Cfe.3heirefs«rOfid dowik ataSra 
with th^ vohimei ftam^wbi^ m> muqh 
wa$ bpped. . Hq? ^voc^tions nkosw 
\mvmg tHrnt out i^ Qoi$e Imrt . wha| 
fiihe Qr^^tj^ h<ni«^f, ^ kHewuot tj^ftl 
^ vi8P(t€ur hftd arriv^ wiithipQ^ tbe. Ittt: 
i^w Jlim^i^> tiU)^ on «otejri% the Kmo^ 

the 
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With :A^4o(i^ 'of/livluil.>e$pM^ : he lo^ 

to apologise for his. appearuic^ liiei^ 
«»kn(frli4tc^li^ th«l« kf^r iK^t Ikad 

ti^Iboihe at F^n^toiii, i«nfd' 'j$«at:i^gi }ibl 
impatl^c^'tfrli^ ftgMiFdd^of iMis)» M^tf^ 

Saffe*y,-fts <W/€a4i3& ^ his ^tmfci^aC 
He (tid^fi^taddtiesst 'himself' td^sjCh itn^ 
feaidid j'adge er a peseiitfutheart. Far 
from <5<mi^tehefifdiiig Inm or hii»«iste# 
IB 'ftfeir fatkert «mcb»icluct, Mrs. Mo** 
IttiiB )M b^en always kindly dhpo^ed 
to>mffSt» eacb, and mataa^y, pleased 
; ' by 



(304) 
by Jii9 9ppiQitriilice/ r^eiyed liba mlh 

Ixsneyoleiice ; thtoking iaok f«r rsucdi 
to alilevtioiit t^ her: ^fioi^^ter^ Mnmng 
him. that the friends (^ hef i;:lvldi^9a 

treating him to say not ^no^m won) 
pf the-pa«t. , 

. He w»» DPlt iU w«l)ne4 to dtegr <^ 
leqiisrt, f«r, . though hjis. . In^ait . ,iii» 

gfeatly. reli^jed by su<^ >i])lq(4^7% 
iKuldness, it was not ji^t;at.<^iM;ipoT. 
plant in hi^ powfir to nay aff thq!ig tQ 
th^pupose. B^tuming in /^nc« t» 
bis leat, tbeiefoi^, be r«maM for 
fipme minutes most civilly usism&mg 
9U Mrs* Mprland's common remarks 
ahpvt the weath^ and roads^ Gather 
rinemeanwhile^ — the anxious, aints|t^ 

a 

word; 
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word ; but her glowing cheek and 
fariglitened eye made her mother trust 
that this good-natured visit would ^ at 
teaat set her l^art at ease for a tsme/ 
and gladly therefore did she lay> aside 
the first volume of the Mirror for ja 
future liour. . 

# 

Besiious of Mr. Moriand's alss^tance, 
M Wbll in giving encourageihent^ asin 
ft»(&ig conrersalion for her guest/ 
whose embarrassmerit -on h^s father"^ 
aeeoniitt she earnestly pitied^ Mrs* M6r» 
land hifd very eajly dispatched one of 
the chiWren to summon him; but Mr; 
Morland wa^ from homfe-^and hein^ 
thus without any support, at the end 
of a quarter of an hour^he had nothing 
to say. After a couple of minutes un« 
broken silelice, Henry, turning to Ca& 
dierine for the first time since' her. mo^ 

ther's 
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ilif x's entianoe, smked her, ynhh soddear 
atemty, if Mn aqH Mm. j^lkxt wen 
iiow)'at FAiilerton? and oo. developing^ 
ftomiainidst aU.her pearfiiexity of wCinfai 

^Hable would bare git^es^Jountdiateljr 
expressed his intention of paying: hia 
i^e^piecti to them^ in^.\i4th. a^niJDg 
coLour, asked her if. ^ would havft 
the^ goodntsa. to ihew hm . the riniQ&t 
^^You.ma^ Aoe'tb^ haaaet fi^m thW 
wiAdQw> sir/' wl$ infioawatimr osk 
Sarah's side» whicH pkipdiiced only a 
hdvr pf aeksio\¥ledgmeiit f nwt the gen^ 
tieinan, ajod a sUievM^ing xm} from her 
tnother; foi: Mrs» Morl^nd^ thmkiD® it 

1 4 « 

probiMe^ as a ^Kismidary cooat deration 
in his MTisb of waiting oa thcfir worthy 
neig^ibwrs^i ths^t h^ injght have\so8Eoe 
axplaiidtira feo give of hii: Others her 

haviour. 
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liiAYumf,' Whicb it aiusfJ be more pfea^ 
^ant for him to comimmJcate only t6 
Catherine/ wouW not on any ffccovrnt 
ptb^^nt h^**ecof<ipaityihg himi ^Thfey 
fcega« khm ' Vfelt; ^rffl* Mi^s. -Mo^lltnd 
i*as not 'etitirely mistaken in his ofejec* 
in wishing it " Sonie explftnati^m dn^ 
his Other's account he had to give ; iyxxk 
m8 firtt pwrjpose M'as ta.explam hntts^Wj 
iaii'beibte they iieiclMd Mr. Alien** 
p6\iii6s he hid -doae' it 's* Well; that 
Catherine did not think it could eVeJ 
be-wpe*led tdo often. She wks^us- 
»UWs4'^ MsaflfecSonj and tliat heart 
tfi'^hirh Wfei selicitidi which, pdrhapsj 
IS^pmtf equi^ly kfie^.Was ahready 
. ejitirfely his bjMn 5 for, thoughHeriry 
tl»k ' ii»w* '!iiiber«fy ' Ijitti^he^' lo h^j 
fiibugh i^-felf! ahd d^hte)($ in ^H the 
•xoeU^ole^^faf <tie«» <$%i«^^ter ^iridtrut^^ 
I .'•(• 'j loved 
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lovt^d her society,: I mujst amft^s that 
JiisaiGectifmorigmatediB nothing bettra 
than gratitude, t or, inotiiiea* 'MK>rds^ that 
» persmasioB of l\er partiality for him 
had been the only ca«Be of giyit)g her 
a serious thought It i$ a new cir- 
pumstanqe in romance, I acknow* 
ledge, and dresulfully derogatory of an 
heroij^e's dignity ; hut if it be aaneir 
in eemmoH Hfe^ > the erd^t of - a^ ntUd 
;im%gjii[ati0ii^;wj^l at least 4p0^iiU mf 

A very. \idfiQT% y|s|t^ tQ Mrst^ AUeii^ 
in wrhkh (Henry ^iG^loe^vi^t^ ^y^i^domy 
^rithoufr seafia oS;C(i]||ieotiirn,iW)4'«(V 
theriae, wrapt it^ the icontf^niplikl^ df 

■ ^ ' * * 

her ojfi^unuttf r^fg haf^nmi?, scarcelg^ 
o^eiiiG^ hfcr 1^,: dis^}9#d ,khe;pi to ^luB' 
Q^fa^sies of ' ^ncHthetf t^te4-tlN;e4 :aa«t 
h^foref it iRm s^Ur^.tPUlqfle, aiiearaft 
i ,. enabled 
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iRubksd ) to'i jitdge hom far hot wail 
«m(^!Q]ied i by paarental <<aiKtharity in 
his. pre$eAt Application. On his :re^ 
tiirn.fipni Woofbton, two days before^ 
he hid h&en -met. nearj the Abbey . by 
his impatient .father, hastily, informed 
mmgKy tarms. of Mm^ Morland's de^ 
pvtiii*^ atoi.ovdbred to think. o£ her no 
iiioife..'f.. ' " .*'..::'• ' ' ' 

m 

Such . Witt ) the permissioil upon 
wfaich.he hadinew offes^sd htr hiahandi 

* 4 

The affrighted Cathcaine, amidst all 
thei terrors of> expectation, at - she 
liateiied .to ibia aoomint^ couU not but 
rejcHce in the kind oiirtioii with which 
Henry had saved her froin.tlie necefri 
•ity of a conseicntbus rejection, I>y 
c^g^^iog ber hiAk^ belbie he men* 
ticmed the subject; and aa he proceeded 
to give tfae^ partkaolafs,. and explain 

the 



( *» ) 

the natives of his^v^§bftiier^9'.cbiiilda>cA; 
her f^eliii^.^soaft hsur^e^ed 'into ev#ii 
& tiittinphantdeliglit^^ ^TUe Geserkl 
had .had iibtliia^ to a/d(^»S6>hef of,< b()>«> 
tiling to la^ ; to iiier «ha^y but bet 
bemg the . iinv4>luntary , titioo;isoioi» 
dbject of ^ a «CeeepdaB whi^^ ItM^^ptide 
could hot ^idon/aiidiwhiob ^bettet 
pride would have been ashamad ta 
oiaqtr fitie iras guilty didyr of Jbeing 
less rich thab he hadNwpposed hai^4)0 
be. liTiidier^'ai - nistaldeii pe?^&sion of 
her ptts^OBdoBl . api6 dttimsi^' «hd hatt 
courfeod liher aogtaontegidt ' hii Bath, 
sQlic]ifeedih«r:icolnpariy ai Noithatig^, 
fiod jdesiglicd hen /fof hM^dkigbCM ^m 
kw. On diseovelmig fata isriKir, to 
turn herifn)m^thef}»NlsaMeQ9i^d 1^ 
best, Jthocigh. to :'his ft^^ipgg 411! inade* 
qnatp prdof of his lesen^pneaat towards 

herself, 
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Wsclf; end Iiia contempt 'of bar ft^- 
unilyi ■ . • ■•'. ••• ' ^ . • • .^^ 

'< John Tikvpefaad'fliBtiniskd him: The 
<}eneral^ ]>crceiviTighTs>soti one night at 
itbe ebeatne to^ f>£Lymg coiisiderabiealy 
tention to Miss Morland, had acctdent>- 
^lly inquired of Thorpe, if heknewinorfc 
of her than her liame. Thorpe^ iiaost 
fiappy^ to be on speaking terms'With a 
man of General Tilney's importance, 
4iad b«^ joyfully and proudly * 5cijasj^ 
iiMmieative ; — awd' being at thrt tSmfe 
^lot only m daily expettfetifen of Moit- 
-Uttifs engggi^'IsabeiUa, but likewi^ 
jwetty w-e!! res<«lved Upon marrying 
Catherine hMwelf/^his vanity indu<jed 
Mm «b rejttfeseitt fflw Vawily as yet 
more xfec^thy • tUa» ^htB vanity . and 
avarite had made him^* believe tbemi, 
-With ^l<*ipmgoeVei- . he ivas, or was 

likely 
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likdy to he ooamected, \ui own OMiae^ 
quence always required that tiiein 
fhoiildbe gies>t,aDdaBhKmtiiaac7 mOk 
my acquaintanbe grew, so tegahitlf 
fprew^ their fortune. The expectatiexui 
of his friend Moriand, theieibre, fvon 
the first over-rated^ had ever «nce his 
introduction to Isabella, been gradually 
inciiBftsing; and by merely adc^ig 
twice as much for the grainleur of the 
mementy by doubling what he choM 
to think the amount of Mr. Morlandl^ 
preferment, trebling his private foi^ 
tune, beatowipg a rich aunt, aad aiak- 
ing half the childivl^ he WiW iMe to 
re{H!esent the whole famUy to the Ge^ 
neral in a W09t respectable light For 
Catherine, however, the pfeculiar ob- 
ject of the Generars curioiity, and his 
own speculations, he had yet some- 
thing 
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tlkitig more in reserve, and the t^ or 

fifteen thousand pounds which her 

t 

&ther could give her/ would be a- 
pretty .addition to Mr. Allen's estate/ 
Her intiinacy tliere had made him 
seriously determine oh her being hand* 
soxnely kgacied hereafter; and to speak 
of her therefore as the almost acknow* 
1^^^ future heiress of Fullerton natu-^ 
»Uy followed. Upon such intelligence 
tbe General had proceeded ; for never 
had tt occurred to him to doiibt its au^ 
thority. Thorp«*s interest in the family, 
by his' sister's approaching connection 
with one of its members, and his own 
views on another, (circumstances of 
which he boasted with almost equal 
openness,) seemed silflRcient vouchen 
for his truth ; and to these were added 
the absolute facts of the Aliens being 
rots, lu p • wealthy' 
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wealthy and childless, of Miss Mor- 
land's being under their care, and — as 
soou^s his acquaintance allowed him 
to judge — of their treating her with 
parental kindness. His resolution was 
soon formed. Already had he dis- 
cerned a liking towards Miss Mor- 
land in the countenance of his son ; 
and thankful for Mr. Thorpe's com- 
munication, he almost instantly deter- 
mined to spare no pains in weakening 
his boasted interest and ruining his 
dearest hopes. Catherine herself could 
not be more ignoraat at the time of all 
this, than his own children. Henry 
and Eleanor, perceiving nothing in her 
situation likely to engage their father's 
particular respect, had seen with as- 
tonishment the suddenness, continu- 
ance and extent of his attention ; and 

. thoi^h 
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though latterly , from some hhits which 
had accompanied an almost positive 
command to his son of doing eveiy 
thing in his power to attach her, 
Henry was convinced of his father's 
believing it to be an advantageous 
connection, it was not till the late ex- 
planation at Northanger that they had 
the smallest idea of the false calcula- 
tions which had hurried him on. 
That they were Mse, the General had 
leaiiit from the very person who had 
suggested them, from Thorpe himself, 
whom he had chanced to meet again 
in town, and who, under the influence 
of exactly opposite feelings, irritated by 
Catherine's reftisal', and yet more by 
the failure of a very recent endeavour 
to accomplish a reconciliation between 
Morland and Isabella, convinced that 

p 8 they 
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thfey Were * separated fOr evet-, and 
•puminga friendship which could be 
no longer serviceable, hasftened to 
contradict all that he had said before 
to the advantage; of the Morlands ;— ^ 
confessed himself to have been totally 
fnistaken in his opinion* of their cir- 
cumstances and character, misled by 
the rhodomontade of his friend to be- 
lieve his father a man of substance 
and credit, whereas the transactions of 
the two or three last weeks proved him 
to be neither ; for after coming eagerly 
forward on the first oveTture of a mar- 
riage between the fatmilies, with the 
most liberal proposals, he had, on 
being brought to the point by the 
shrewdness of the relator, been con- 
•trained to acknowledge himself in- 
capable of giving tlie young people 

• even 
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even a decent support. They were, 
m iact, a nec.essitous family ; numerous 
too almost beyond example; by no 
means respected in their own neigbr 
bourhood, as he had lately had parti* 
cular opportunities of discovering; 
aiming at a style of life which their 
fortune could not ^varrant; seeking to 
better .themselves by wealthy con- 
nexions ; a forward, bragging, schem* 
ing race. 

The terrified General pronounced 
the name of Allen with an inquiring 
look; and here too Thorpe had learnt 
his error. The, Aliens, he believed, 
had lived near them too long, and he 
knew the young man on whom the 
iPuUerton e^te must devolve. Tha 
General needed no more. Enraged 
with afam)st jevery body iu the world 

p 3 • but 



( 318 ) 

but himself, he set out the next day 
for the Abbey, where his performances 
have been seen. 

I leave it to my reader's sagacity to 
determine how much of all this> it was 
possible for Henry to communicate at 
this time to Catherine, how much of 
it he could have learnt from his father^ 
in what points his own conjectures 
might assist him, and what portion 
must yet remain to be told in a letter 
froni James. I have united for their 
ease. what they must divide for mine. 
Catherine, at any rate, heard enpugh 
to feel, that in suspecting General 
Tilney of either murdering or shut^ng 
np his A^^ife, she had scarcely sinned 

Hgainst'his character, or magmfied his 
truelty. 

. Henry, in' having such tfaic^s to 

relate 
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relate of his father, was almost as 
pitiable as in their first avowal to him- 
self. He blushed for the narrow-minded 
counsel which he was obliged to ex- 
pose. The conversation between them 
at Northanger had been of the most 
unfriendly kind. Henry's indignation 
on hearing how Catherine had been 
treated, on comprehending his father's 
views, and being ordered to acquiesce 
in them, had been open and bold. The 
General, accustomed on every ordinary 
occasion to give the law in his family, 
prepared for no reluctance but of feel- 
ing, no opposing desire that should 
dare to clothe- itself in words, could 
ill brook the opposition of his son, 
steady as the sanction of reason aod 
the dictate of conscience could make 
it Bui, in such a cause, his anger, 

p 4 though 
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though it must shock, could not inti* 
midate Henry, who was sustained w 
his purpose by a cpiivictioa of its jus* 
tice. He felt himself bound as much 
in i^onour as in affeotion to Miss Mor- 
land, and believing tiiat heart to ht 
his own which he had been directed to 
gain, no unworthy retraction of a tacil 
QOnsent, no reversing decree of im^ 
juBtifiable anger, could shake his fide^ 
Uty, or influence the resolutions it 
prompted. 

He steadily itfused to accompany 
his father into Hei^ixkhire, an en-* 
gagement formed almost at the mo^ 
tnaeit, to promote the dismissal of 
Catherine, and as steadily declalred hia 
intention of offering her his hamL 
The General was furious in his anger, 
and they parted in dreadful dWagree^ 

ment. 
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tuent. Henry, in an agitation of mind 
which niany solitary hours were re- 
quired to compose, had returaed almost 
instantly to Woodston; and, on the 
ifcfltemoQn of the following day, had 

t \ * « 

begun his journey to Fullerton; 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

f 

Mr. and Mr& MorlancJ's i^urpjisse <ni 
being applied to by Mr. Tilney, fof 
their consent to his marrying their 
daughter^ was, for a few minutes, con- 
siderable; it having never entered 
their heads to suspect an attai:hment 
on either side; but as nothing, after 
all, could be more natural than Cathe- 
rine's being beloved, they soon learnt 
to consider it with only the happy 
agitation of gratified pride, and, as far 
as they alone were concerned, had not 
a single objection to start- His pleas- 
ing manners and good sense were self- 
evident recommendations ; and having 
never heard evil of him, it was not 

their 
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their way to suppo^^e any evil qpuld be 
told. Good-will supplying the place 
of experience, his character needed 
HO' attestation. " Catherine would 
make a sad heedless young house* 
keeper to be sure," was her mother's 
foreboding remark ; but quick was 
the consolation of there being nothing 
)ike practice. 

There was but one obstacle, in short, 
to be mentioned: but till that one 
was removed, it must be impossible 
for them to sanction the engagement. 
Their tempers were mild, but their 
principles were steady, and while his 
parent so expressly forbad the con7 
nexion, they could not allow them- 
selves to encourage it. That the Ge- 
neral should come forward to solicit 
the alliance, or that he should even 



i 
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l^ery lietirtily approve it, they were not 
refined enough to make any parading 
stipulation ; but the decent appearance 
df consent must be yielded, and tliat 
once obtained — and their own hearfci 
made them trust that it could not be 
very long denied — their willing appro* 
bation was instantly to follow. His 
consent was all that |hey wished fon 
They were no more inclined than en* 
titled to demand his money. Of a very 
considerable fortune, his son was, by 
marriage settlements, eventually se* 
cure; his present income was an in- 

4 

come of independence and comfort, 
and under every pecuniary view, it 
was a match beyond the claims of theix 
daughter. 

The young people could not be sur* 
pri^M at a decision like this^ They 

felt 
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Iblt and thej' deplored--^but theycmild 
not resent it ; and they parted, endea^ 
Youring to hope that suck a change in 
Xhi General, as each believed almost 
impossible, might speedily take place, 
to unite them again in die fuUi^ss of 
privilieged affection. Henry returned 
to what was now his only hom^ to 
fratch over his young plantations, aad 
extend bis improvements for her sak^ 
to whose share in them he looked 
anxiously forward ; and Catherine re^ 
mained at FuUerton to cry* Wl^ethef 
the torments of absence were softened 
by a. clandestine correspondency, let 
us not inquire. Mr. and Mrs* Morland 
never did — they had been too kind to 
6xact any promise ; and- whenever 
Catherine received a letter, as, at that 
thne, happened pretty often, they 
always looked another way. 

The 
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. The anxiety, which in this state of 
their attachment must be the portion 
of Henry and Catherine, and of all 
who loved either, as to its final event, 
can hardly extend, I .fear, te the bo- 
som of my readers, who . will see in 
the tell-tale . compr^sioa of the pagra 
before them, that' we are all hastening 
together to perfect felicity. The me&n« 
by which their early maniage was ef-» 
fee ted can be the only doubt .-.what 
probable circumstance could work.iipon 
a temper like the General's ? .Tlie cir- 
cumstance which chiefty availed, was 
the marriage of hijs daugbiter witiii a 
man of fortune and consequence, which. 
took place in the cdurse of th^ SjUHOr 
Bier — an accession of dignity tlmt 
threw him into a fit of good-humour, 
from whidb he did not recover till after 
Eleanor had obtained his forgiveness 

of 
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of Henry, and his pennission for hira 
" to be a fool if he liked it !" 
- The marriage of Eleanor Tilney, 
her removal from all the evils of such 
a home as Northanger had been made 
by Henry's banishment, to the home, of 
her choice and the man of her choice, 
is an event which I expect to give ge- 
neral satisfaction among all her acr 
quaintance. My own joy on the oe- 
3ca8ton is • very sincere. I know no 
one more entitled, by unpretending 
merit, or better prepared by habitual 
suffering, to receive and enjoy felicity. 
Her partiality for this gentleman was 
not of recent origin ; and he had been 
long withheld only by inferiority of 
situation frbm addressing her. His 
unexpected accession to title and for- 
tune had removed all his difficulties ; 

and 
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and nev^ liad th^ G&mtsA loTjod his 
daughter so well in all her hours of 
companionship, utility, and patient. en- 
ducance, as when he first hailed . her» 
^ Your Ladyship !" Her husband wa» 
really deserving of her ; independenf 
of his peerage, his wealth, and htf 
attachosient, being to a preaision the 
iDost charming young man in ^ 
wx>rld. Any further definition of .h{9 
merits must be unnecessary ; the most 
Uharming young man in the world is 
Instantly ]before 4;he imagination of \i$ 
all. CoQc^ming the one in question 
therefore I have only to add — (aware 
that the rules of composition forbid 
the introduction of a chamcter not con- 
nected with my fable) — that this was 
the very gentleman whose negligent 
servant left behind him Hat collection 

of 
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of washing-bills, resulting from a long 
visit at Northanger, by which my he- 
roine was involved in one of her most 
alarming adventurjBs. 

The influence of the Viscount and 
Viscountess in their brother's behalf 
was assisted by that right understand- 
ing of Mr. Morland's circumstances 
which, as soon as the General would 
allow himself to be informed,, they 
were qualified to give. It taught him 
that he had been scarcely more misled 
by Thorpe's first boast of the family 
Wealth, than by his subsequent mali- 
cious overthrow o^ it; that in no 
sense of the word were they necessitous 
or poor, and that Catherine would have 
three thousand pounds. This was so 
material an amendment of his late ex- 
pectations, that it greatly contributed 

to 
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to smooth the descent of his pride ; 
and by no means without its effect 
was the private intelligence, Avhich he 
was at some pains to procure, that the 
Fullerton estate, being entirely at the 
disposal of its present proprietor, was 
consequently open to every greedy 
speculation. 

On the strength of this, the General, 
soon after Eleanor's marriage, permitted 
his son to return to Northanger, and 
thence made him the bearer of his con- 
sent, very courteously worded in a 
page full of empty professions to Mr. 
Morland. The event which it autho- 
rized soon followed: Henry and Ca- 
therine were married, the bells rang 
and every body smiled; and, as this 
took place within a twelvemonth from 
the first day of their meeting, it will 

not 
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not appear, after all the dreadful delays 
occasioned by the General's cruelty, 
that they were essentially hurt by it. 
To begin perfect happiness at the re- 
spective ages of twenty-six and eigh- 
teen, is to do pretty well ; and profess- 
ing myself moreover convinced, that 
the General's unjust interference, so 
far from being really injurious to their 
felicity, was perhaps rather conducive 
to it, by improving their knowledge 
of each other, and adding strength to 
their attachment, I leave it to be setr 
tied by whomsoever it may concern, 
whether the tendency of this work be 
altogether to recommend parental ty- 
ranny, or reward filial disobedience. 
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